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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
(9:41 a.m.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: The hearing will
please come to order. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. This is the April 14th public hearing of
the Board of Zoning Adjustment of the District of
Columbia.

My name is Sheila Cross Reid,
Chairperson. Joining me today are Jerry Gilreath,
representing the National Capital Planning
Commission and John Parsons, representing the Zoning
Commission.

Copies of today's hearing agenda are
available to you. They are located to my left near
the door.

All persons planning to testify, either
in favor or in opposition, are to fill out two
witness cards. These cards are located on each end
of the table in front of us. Upon coming forth to
speak to the Board, please give both cards to the
reporter, who is sitting to my right.

The order and procedure for special
exception in various cases will proceed as follows:
one, the statement of witnesses of the applicants;
two, government reports, including Office of

Planning, Department of Public Works, the ANC, et
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cetera; three, personal parties in support; four,
personal parties in opposition; five, closing
arguments by the applicant, cross-examination of
witnesses submitted by personal parties with direct
interest in the case.

The record will be closed at the
conclusion of each case except for any material
specifically requested by the Board. And staff will
specify at the end of the hearing exactly what is
expected.

The sense of the Board in these
contested cases must be based exclusively on the
public record. To avoid any appearance to the
contrary, the Board would request that persons
present not engage the members of the Board in
conversation.

At this time, the Board will consider
any preliminary matters. Preliminary matters are
those which relate to whether the case really should
be heard today, such as requests for postponement,
continuance, or withdrawal, or whether proper and
adequate notice of the hearing has been given.

If you are not prepared to go forward
with the case today or if you believe that the Board
should not proceed, now is the time to raise such a

matter.
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Are there any preliminary matters? Does
staff have any preliminary matters?

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Staff has no
preliminary matters.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Then
we'll proceed with the case. Please call the case.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Application 16433,
application of the Protestant Episcopal Cathedral
Foundation of the District of Columbia, pursuant to
11 DCMR 3108 for a special exception under Section
206 -- there's a typo in the announcement, it should
be Section 206, written as 205; we will amend the
application -- for the construction of an athletic
field with below-grade parking and to establish two
surface athletic fields for an existing private
school located in an R-1-B district at premises of
3500 Woodley Road, Northwest, Square 1944 at Lot 25.

We did swear everybody in, but everyone
who is still willing to testify, would you please
stand now and raise your right hand?

(Whereupon, all witnesses were sworn.)

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Also, for your
information, over on the side is a copy of the
regulations under 206, under which this application
will be reviewed, on the table there for your use.

CHAIRPERSON REID: First of all, let us
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take care of some housekeeping matters. Mr. Quin,
approximately how long do you anticipate your case
will take you?

MR. QUIN: Hopefully depending on
cross-examination, if you withhold cross-examination
until after we present our case -- is that the way
you will do it? Then it will go a lot faster, I
think. We can probably put our case on within an
hour, hour and 15 minutes, something like that.

CHATRPERSON REID: May I see the
attorneys for the opposition, please?

MR. DERNOGA: Good morning.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Good morning.

MR. DERNOGA: Good morning, Madam
Chairman. Tom Dernoga for the National Cathedral
Neighborhood Association and a number of residents.
And I believe that we will probably need about an
hour to an hour and a half depending on
cross-examination.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. DERNOGA: 1Is it preferable to run
through the applicant's entire case prior to us
cross-examining?

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: That was what he

indicated. 1Is that preferable?
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CHATRPERSON REID: Well, there are any
number of ways to proceed. However, in this
instance, because of the fact that this is such a
large case and we anticipate that, it will require a
considerable amount of time. In order to try to
move things along, if you don't mind, we'd like to
just let them finish their presentation and then
allow the cross-examination.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Right.

MR. DERNOGA: That would be fine as long
as all of the witnesses who testify remain.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Any witness that you
would like to cross-examine certainly would have the
option to do so.

MR. DERNOGA: Thank you very much, Madam
Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Now, as for other
persons who will testify, how many people are
testifying in support of the application, show of
hands?

(Whereupon, there was a show of hands.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: What about those who
are testifying in opposition to the application?

(Whereupon, there was a show of hands.)

DR. BURGER: Madam Chairman, I expect

there will be some others who will --
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CHATRPERSON REID: You have to speak
into the mike.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, I think
what Dr. Burger is indicating is that a number of
people knowing that our case would be later will be
showing up maybe after the proceedings have begun.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I see. Okay. Well,
what we have basically set out for time is each
person testifying as an individual has three
minutes. And they'll be given a two-minute warning.
And then they have to conclude in three minutes.
Then that way we can try to make sure that we can
get the case moving along and try to conclude it
today.

We'll then proceed with the applicant's
case.

MR. QUIN: Thank you, Madam Chairperson
and members of the Board. My name is Whayne Quin
with John Epting and Allison Prince of the law firm
of Wilkes, Artis, Hedrick and Lane.

We are representing the applicant, the
National Cathedral School. And we will be referring
to them throughout the hearing as NCS. So that will
be a little easier.

This is an application for a special

exception. No variances of any type are sought.
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It's for approval of an athletic facility to serve
the National Cathedral School, NCS. And it's
located at the northeast portion of the Washington
National Cathedral property at Wisconsin, Woodley,
and 34th Street, Northwest. That generally, that
whole area, will be described later by our architect
and others as the Close.

The specific site area which is the
subject of this application historically and
currently is used for athletic facilities for the
school. So there's no real change in the usage
type, as will be described.

There's no expansion sought of student
enrollment, no expansion of faculty, no expansion of
staff, no significant change in the interscholastic
athletic program sought. This is a facility, as
will be described, simply to serve the school, to
better serve the school, with the continuation of
customary and incidental community usage.

The test, as you know and as you are
guite aware, as a special exception is that the use
is pre-deemed compatible subject to the standards
set forth in Section 206. And that's measured
against other uses that are permitted in this zone.

The portion of the site which is

allocated to NCS for this project is over 4 and a
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half acres in size or approximately 200,000 square
feet. And I set out of order from the architect's
presentation two boards up there, which I'll
describe in one second.

That is about, the area that you see
enclosed with the landscaping is about, 200,000
square feet or the 4 and a half acres. About
one-half of that site with this application, a
little over one-half, will remain substantially as
it is today. And that's the lower field on the
right.

You'll see in both plans a lower field
and an upper field. The lower field will remain
essentially as it is today in height except it will
be improved in terms of surfacing. And that will be

described as well.

What's even more unusual about this case

and even extraordinary in my view is the fact that,
rather than building a facility above grade, as is
permitted, say, 40 feet or even 90 feet as an
institutional use with some setback, this building
is being built into the historic -- well, let me
first say why.

The sensitivity to the historic
character of the Close and the vistas to the

Cathedral, which will be described, and the
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character itself require some special type of
attention. And so what the school has done at
substantial additional expense is propose to place
the structure into the hillside.

The hillside generally flows from south
to north so that you have a slope. And the facility
that's on the left side, the left playing field, is
the facility that we are talking about. You can't
see it very well because it is open space up to a
height. And that will be described by the
architects.

That particular portion of the project
fits into an existing slope, about 50 percent up the
hill, so that it's taken a natural slope that's
there. And that will be described by the architect.

The applicant seeks approval of two
plans, alternative plans. The plan on your left is
Plan A, and the plan on the right is Plan B. The
reason for this is that as we have gone through the
historic preservation process, the Historic
Preservation Review Board has recommended to the
mayor's agent on concept review that the full
athletic facility, including the height, the
location, and placement be approved as it is, but it
has also recommended that some structures which you

can see in Plan B on the upper left-hand corner, --
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that will be the northwest corner -- that portions
of the gatehouse structures should be retained.

The applicant, however, is in the
process of determining whether, as permitted by the
historic preservation rules, it should proceed to
the mayor's agent to seek total removal of that
structure. We haven't made that decision yet. So
we want to get the approval of both -- well, there's
the gatehouse.

We think that Plan A is much better.
And that will be described by virtue of the open
space that it allows along with the vista to the
Cathedral.

In any event, whether it's Plan A or
Plan B, the elements of the athletic facility are
the same, as will be described by our witnesses.

At this point I would like to call to
your attention several exhibits which were in our
original package that we filed with you. Under Tabs
A through C, you have the locational plats, which
show the base plat, the zoning, the Sanborn maps,
and also the zoning map, which shows the zoning of
the area and the Close.

Also, at Tab N, you will find usage
guidelines, which have been arrived at through

discussions with the neighbors. And Tab O is a
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construction management plan.

Now, these latter two plans and
guidelines have been worked out with the ANC and
with the community. In fact, you'll see as I go a
little bit further in my opening statement that more
constraints have been added since we were here the
last time. Pursuant to the suggestion of the
Chairperson, we have had many other meetings. And
that also will be described.

My last introductory point is that, as
the record and testimony will show, NCS is extremely
pleased and gratified with the tremendous support
for this project. And that's not without a great
deal of effort on behalf of the Cathedral and the
community. And that's both before the last hearing
in March -- you remember we were here March the 3rd.
And the Chairperson suggested that we go back and
try to negotiate and discuss. We've done that.

We are especially pleased in this case.
I guess this is probably in my over 30 years of
practice the most extensive and intensive outreach
that I have seen any applicant make.

We are especially pleased with the ANC
support after four meetings and favorable change in
the Cleveland Park Citizens Association position,

which I think you have in the record. TIf you do
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not, I have extra copies to furnish you. In fact,
those have worked out more restrictive conditions

than were previously part of the case that we have
now agreed to.

We also are very pleased with the Office
of Planning report, with that favorable
recommendation. I'm sorry that we do not have 100
percent support. Everyone is entitled to their view
and to express themselves. And I'm sure you'll hear
divergent views today. We know that you will
consider the facts and apply the facts to the
criteria and the criteria to the facts.

So unless there are further questions, I
would like to proceed with our witnesses. The first
witness, Bishop Haines, does have a meeting which he
has to attend shortly. He would be the only witness
that I would like to call and have his testimony
first. And then if there are questions, they can
ask them. If not, I would like for him to be
excused after his rather brief statement.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. QUIN: Bishop Haines?

MR. HAINES: Thank you, Madam
Chairperson and members of the Board, and good
morning.

My name is Ronald Haines. And I serve
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as bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington. I
appear here today on behalf of the Protestant
Episcopal Cathedral Foundation, which is the owner
of the landmark National Cathedral and the Close,
which is the surrounding area and of which I am the
Chairman and the Chief Executive Officer.

I also serve as President of the
Cathedral Chapter, which is the governing body of
that foundation. And, in addition, I oversee 96
congregations in the greater Washington area, 36 of
which are in the District.

I appear also on behalf of the Very
Reverend Nathan Baxter, Dean of the Washington
Cathedral and Chief Administrative Officer of the
foundation, who was to have addressed you at the
original hearing, which was postponed, but,
unfortunately, now must be out of the country.

As Chief Administrative Officer of the
foundation, Dean Baxter is ultimately responsible to
the chapter for the stewardship of the nationally
and internationally recognized landmark, the
National Cathedral and its Close.

His specific responsibilities include
assurance that whatever is built or altered or
removed is done as to the maximum extent possible

improved and maintains the character and physical
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well-being and the prominence of the Cathedral and
all of its buildings, including those of the
Cathedral's three schools.

Dean Baxter has, therefore, been
directly involved in reviewing and approving the
proposed improvements for NCS and for their athletic
facility and of keeping the chapter informed of the
progress thereon through its Committee on Buildings
and Grounds and its Finance Committee.

Now, both of those committees have
strongly and consistently endorsed the school's
planning to date as representing a beautiful,
efficient, and necessary enhancement to the
foundation and its educational mission with respect
to women.

The National Cathedral and Close after
governmental landmarks, such as the White House and
the Capitol, is one of the most respected and
vigsited landmarks in the City of Washington. 1It's
achieved its prominence by virtue of its
ecclesiastical grandeur planned and implemented over
the last 100 years. And this grandeur is made even
more significant by the geographical location and
the topical sighting in this marvelous city.

Since the inception of the plan for the

Cathedral, the foundation, which was chartered by
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Congress in 1893, has always insisted on the highest
quality of development and land planning to make
certain that the best possible improvements occur as
needs for new construction arise.

Each structure has been pursued with a
great deal of care. Each portion of the Close has
been selected for improvement with an eye towards
contributing to the landmark character of the
Cathedral.

So in this case, while above-grade
construction could have been pursued, as you will
hear, we have insisted at a considerable cost to NCS
that the school push the building down into the
landscape so as to reduce its height and to minimize
above-grade improvements. This, in turn, should
improve and retain existing vistas of the Cathedral.

We have with the enthusiastic
concurrence of NCS tried to assure that the facility
in design and usage is not only compatible with but
an improvement to the entire Close and to the
neighborhood. So I believe that the school leaders
and foundation have done everything that is
reasonably possible and beyond to achieve this
favorable relationship.

Finally, as the owner and primary

guardian of this landmark, Cathedral, and Close, we
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hope that you will approve the project as presented
today. We believe the project will benefit not only
the cause of education in this city but will be
beneficial to the District of Columbia and to the
nation as a whole.

Thank you very much.

MR. DERNOGA: Are there any questions
for the bishop?

MEMBER GILREATH: Not at this point.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Any cross-examine?
Do you have any questions of --

MEMBER PARSONS: I have some questions.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay. Sure.

MR. DERNOGA: Good morning, Rev. Haines.

MR. HAINES: Good morning.

MR. DERNOGA: A couple of hopefully just
simple questions.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You might want to
give your name for the record.

MR. DERNOGA: Yes. I forgot that I'm
back on. Thomas Dernoga for the NCNA.

Now, the property which is at issue,
subject to this application, that's roughly a
57-acre parcel known as Lot 257

MR. HAINES: It's roughly 57 acres. I

can't assure you what the lot number is.
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MR. DERNOGA: Okay. But it's all one
lot?

MR. HAINES: I'm not sure of the legal
terminology of that.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. On the National
Cathedral grounds, what are the current uses?

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, may I
interpose an objection? Cross-examination is
supposed to be limited to the thrust of the witness'
testimony. I think we are going a little bit beyond
that.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairperson, if I
may respond? This is the owner of the property.

The owner on his behalf by Mr. Quin filed an
application stating what was on the property. I'm
just inquiring about --

CHAIRPERSON REID: You're asking: What
is the current use of the property?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I'll overrule that.
You can answer that.

MR. DERNOGA: That seems like a basic
guestion.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. DERNOGA: I'm just asking: What are

the current --
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CHATRPERSON REID: You may answer that
guestion.

MR. DERNOGA: -- uses on the property?

MR. HAINES: The current uses are:
worship, education, and pilgrimage. And, of course,
many visitors come simply to see the facility.

MR. DERNOGA: In terms of facilities,
then, there is a cathedral. 1Is that correct?

MR. HAINES: That is correct.

MR. DERNOGA: Several schools?

MR. HAINES: Three schools and a
post-seminary education facility.

MR. DERNOGA: Which would be the College
of Preachers?

MR. HAINES: Yes, sir.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Now, as I
understand it, what the Cathedral is seeking here is
a special exception for a private school. Is that
your understanding?

MR. HAINES: That's my understanding.

MR. DERNOGA: As the owner of the
property, what is the Protestant Episcopal
Foundation's relationship with the National
Cathedral School?

MR. HAINES: In simple terms, the

Protestant Episcopal Foundation is the umbrella
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under which the schools exist.

MR. DERNOGA: Does the National
Cathedral School for Girls have a separate legal
identity or is it part of the Protestant Episcopal
Foundation?

MR. HAINES: It's qguite complicated, but
it has its own board and under the aegis of the
foundation.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. But it's under the
aegis of it?

MR. HAINES: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Now, as the owner, was it
up to the Protestant Episcopal Foundation to
determine which portion of this lot would be
allocated to this use?

MR. HAINES: I'm not sure I understand
the thrust of your question.

MR. DERNOGA: TI'll try to rephrase it.

I think in Mr. Quin's statements, he said that there
are 4.5 acres being allocated to this use. And my
guestion is: As the owner, was the Protestant
Episcopal Foundation the entity that determined what
part of the lot, the 57-acre lot, that this use
would go on?

MR. HAINES: In lay terms, so to speak,

from me, not speaking as a lawyer or an engineer in
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this case, although I am an engineer, the use of the
land has always been for athletic facilities. So,
as was said, in a sense this was an enhancement of a
use, rather than a dramatic change of the use.

Does that get to your question?

MR. DERNOGA: No. The question was a
little different. The question is: Who decided or
did you as the owner, you, the Protestant Episcopal
Foundation, decide where on the lot this use was
going to go, this facility?

MR. HAINES: The ultimate -- the
original concept would have come from NCS School
since it's already used by them. Ultimately the
foundation would and does approve of this.

MR. DERNOGA: So ultimately the

foundation is the one that decided the allocation of

MR. HAINES: Yes, one could put it that
way .

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. And, as I
understand your statement, you believe that either
the Protestant Episcopal Foundation or NCS, National
Cathedral School, itself has done everything it can
to reach out and work with the community?

MR. HAINES: Yes, sir, I do.

MR. DERNOGA: I have no further
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guestions.

MR. QUIN: May Bishop Haines be excused
at this point?

MR. DERNOGA: Thank you. I have no
objections.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

(Whereupon, the witness was excused.)

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, the next
witness, series of witnesses, will be three
representatives from National Cathedral School: the
headmistress of the school, Aggie Underwood; and
then in order to make things go a little faster,
bring up the other two witnesses for NCS: Bob Carr
and Dodge Thompson. They will go one right after
the other in their presentation. Thank you.

MS. UNDERWOOD: Good morning. I am
Aggie Underwood, the headmistress of the National
Cathedral School for Girls for the last ten years.
I've been a teacher, administrator, and school head
in girls' schools for 36 years. I'm used to
teaching a class. So I will look at you and see if
I move quickly enough and try to get your eye
signals.

NCS, while an entity with its own
governing board, is a legal part of the Protestant

Episcopal Cathedral Foundation. The school was
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established in 1900, was the first building on the
Cathedral Close, and will celebrate its 100th
birthday next year.

Since 1985, it has maintained an
objective of 546 enrolled students and 105 full-time
equivalent faculty and staff. We seek no changes in
those levels in this application.

Throughout its 100 years of existence,
NCS has remained true to its mission of excellence
in education for girls, both in academic and
nonacademic areas. Its commitment to diversity in
equity, to values, and the life of the spirit, and
to the community of Washington.

NCS is known as one of the two or three
finest schools for girls in the country and as a
bellwether for educators concerned about girls and
young women.

The last century has witnessed a seed
change in education for women, one of the most
recent of which has been the recognition of the
importance of athletics and fitness in their mental
and physical health.

Title 9, as you know, has mandated
equity for women that has forced virtually every
college, university, and school to expand their

facilities. The project presented today has been
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evolved during the past decade through a careful and
collaborative process and is intended to meet the
critical lack of athletic facilities available for
our girls.

While I understand that the need for
such a facility is not a criterion for review here,
I would like to give you some very quick background
of why we are here.

In the mid 1950s, NCS had a single gym,
one multipurpose room, one playing field, and 7
tennis courts, adequate to serve 75 girls in grades
10, 11, and 12, who participated in 3 team sports:
basketball, which I played, believe it or not; field
hockey; and tennis. Today virtually all of our 400
students in grades 7 through 12 compete regularly on
one or more of 39 teams, in 15 different sports,
against 10 other local schools.

However, since 1954, our available field
and gym facilities have been virtually unchanged.

We have no intramural program and, thus, no
opportunity for girls to learn a new sport or
perfect an old one once they reach the ninth grade.
In addition, the concept of athletics has broadened
to cover other areas, such as health, fitness,
weight training, and so on.

The project that you will see today was
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developed in 1996 by the nationally recognized
athletic planning firm of Brialsford and Dunleavy in
cooperation with members of the school family.

Program needs were collected from

faculty and students and parents -- we had all kinds
of meetings -- and were tested for appropriateness
against local and national norms. Working within

the acreage available to NCS on the Close, every
individual element of the NCS facility, gyms, locker
rooms, training facilities, classrooms, and offices,
were specified in relation to the programmatic need
and the exact number of girls expected to use its
resources, now and in the future.

The planners specified as minimal the
need for 77,000 gross square feet of indoor space,
including a multipurpose space, large and flexible
enough to accommodate a variety of sports, including
indoor field sport practices and training
facilities, as well as lockers and showers, of which
the school presently has none.

The program was again verified
independently by Cannon Architects. And its
dimensions, verified as minimal, have not been
altered. The square footage number has remained the
same. The school will maintain its current

enrollment. And this project will simply bring its
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facilities up to standards necessary for current
usage.

The proposed facility will provide
83,160 gross square feet, which includes space to
accommodate the added mechanical and circulation
needs of an underground facility, as will be
explained by our architect, with a below-grade
garage to serve users.

Working through the Cathedral
Foundation's master planning process, a process
seeking to organize and limit long-term growth on
the Cathedral Close to 17 percent surface limit
originally envisioned by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.,
several potential sites were considered on the
northeast quadrant. And the one selected and
allocated lies in an area already, as we have said,
developed for athletic use.

Although the land is private property
owned by the Cathedral, we have permitted the
community over the years to use it on an incidental
basis.

The school retained additional
consultants to review implementation alternatives to
meet the school's needs. They studied similar
schools, both in Washington and across the nation,

like Georgetown Visitation, Wilson High School, and
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many more. All of their facilities are above-grade.

Careful consideration was given to an
above-grade facility on the 200,000 square foot site
in full compliance with applicable zoning and
building codes. However, it soon became clear that
such a building would with its associated parking
replace a significant portion of the natural
topography and change the historic character of the
northeast corner of the Close. It was then we began
to look at locating this facility below ground.

By sinking the bulk of the building
needed for gym facilities and extending the length
of a one-half size field to form its roof, we could
meet our full needs in this extraordinary and
efficient way.

This approach, however, brings about the
much greater square footage needed for interior
circulation and the mechanical systems for an
underground structure. You'll hear more about that
later.

Members of the school community have
been committed to a discussion of the project from
its very first concept drawing. Several trustees
and I have personally visited over 50 neighborhood
families in their homes. This has included not only

a large majority of neighbors in support but those

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

who remain in opposition. Other trustees and
parents have met with individual families, often
more than once.

There have been 12 public presentations
by me, our architects, and trustees. Our architect
has had extensive e-mail and telephone conversations
with neighbors, as has our CFO. We have also walked
the project area several times with interested
parties, our horticulturalist staff, and foundation
volunteers.

Over 30 changes have been made as a
result of these meetings. These changes are
documented in the package I sent you with letters in
support and a list of community and individual
meetings before the May 3rd [sic.] hearing.

You may recall, at that time Ms. Reid
you encouraged us to continue to meet with and talk
with the community. Since March 3rd, we have had 14
additional meetings with neighbors and neighborhood
associations and interest groups. And I will submit
a list of those meetings for your consideration. Do
I do that now? Thank you.

I would conclude by emphasizing the fact
that since the passage of Title 9, virtually every
college and secondary school in the country has or

is planning to expand their athletic facilities for
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girls.

For each school, the exact size and
nature of the expansion is clearly unique to the
school's programmatic needs and priorities,
financial resources, and mission.

This is a project that had been
thoroughly studied and developed over a long period
of time by succession of trustees at both the school
and the Cathedral Foundation level. These trustees
are uniformly well-versed in the school's mission,
knowledgeable of the full scope of its programmatic
and financial resources, and committed to wise
stewardship.

This design intends to preserve and
enhance the historic beauty and open space of the
Close while providing appropriate facilities for the
girls and young women in our care.

I urge you to give expeditious approval
to this project. And thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you. What was
your name? Aggie?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Agnes Underwood.

MR. THOMPSON: Madam Chair, members of
the Board, good morning. I am Dodge Thompson. I
live at 2808 34th Place, four houses from the

National Cathedral grounds.
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I am a trustee of the National Cathedral
School and a member of the Washington National
Cathedral Committee on Buildings and Grounds. By
profession, I'm a practicing architectural and art
historian, the past 20 years as Director of the
International Exhibitions at the National Gallery of
Art.

My wife is the science teacher at
Beauvoir, the Cathedral's elementary school. And
she is one of the community leaders in preserving
the Olmsted Woods and the Cathedral grounds.

Let me begin by making reference to Tab
N of the statement of the applicant relating to the
NCS athletic center usage guidelines. The NCS
athletic center is being proposed to enhance the
athletic, health, and wellness experience of the
current NCS student population.

The governing board of the school is
strongly committed to improving the now terribly
inadequate facilities for the girls, last improved
in 1954, with an indoor center and outdoor fields,
which both better serve the needs of 39 teams
involved in interscholastic competition and
simultaneously accommodate intramural and fitness
programs to prepare young women for successful lives

in the Twenty-First Century, a world changed by
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Title 9 and new attitudes about women in athletics
and in society at large.

The school population will remain the
same as said. And the level of interscholastic
competition will not change significantly from what
occurs today on the school campus. Increased use
will primarily come from the intramural and fitness
activities of the student body itself.

In proposing the physical structure that
you will see shortly from the architect, with the
athletic center to be built under a grass playing
field, NCS has gone to considerable lengths to house
its athletic and fitness program in a manner
respectful of the open spaces of the Cathedral
Close, its architectural tradition, and impact on
the community, which we do not expect to be
significant given the continuation of the current
activity of the school's athletic program.

In keeping with current custom and a
long tradition of making its facilities available
for community use, NCS proposes to continue this
practice in a very restrictive fashion.

The NCS explicitly endorsed the
longstanding practice of NCS sharing its facilities
with the community. And other legitimate community

groups, such as the Stoddard Soccer League, have
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petitioned BZA to honor the practice, quote,
unqguote, of "customary and incidental usage."

The ANC has been very helpful in meeting
with us to formulate mutually agreeable operating
and use guidelines, which have been submitted in
detail for the record.

The National Cathedral School's athletic
center usage guidelines, which have been endorsed by
the ANC and incorporated into their resolution to
the BZA, extend to the new facility, the current
schedule of activity and usage now in effect at the
school.

What's more, -- and this is truly
significant and late-breaking news -- the school has
subsequently entered into an agreement with the
oldest and most established of the local civic
groups, the Cleveland Park Citizens Association,
established in 1911, which in its practice limits
activity to a level that in most respects is similar
to or less than the current levels of activity.

Considering that the school will have 53
more parking places and access to many more spaces
by arrangement with other Cathedral entities -- and
I submit for the record documents from those
entities; for example, 30 spaces at Beauvoir and as

many as 90 on South Road at the College of Preachers
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-- and considering that traffic circulation has been
creatively redesigned, the impact on the
neighborhood will be de minimis or even positive.

The building will be open to outside use
only from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. And, as an aside,
I have to say that in our agreement with the
Cleveland Park Citizens Association, they underlined
"p.m." because it's truly remarkable that this
facility will be used as little as two hours by this
agreement. This effectively limits the usage to one
one-and-a-half-hour cycle of evening use.

The use of the fields is even more
limited. ©No outside use will be permitted during
the week and will be restricted from 10:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. on Saturday and noon to 5:00 p.m. on
Sunday.

Most significantly, NCS has agreed that
there shall be no non-NCS/foundation use, rental or
free, of the facilities, for either athletic or
nonathletic use, to more than 50 persons at any one
time in the building or no more than 40 persons at
any one time on the field. And only one playing
field shall be used at any one time. And there
shall be a 45-minute interval between the scheduled
uses.

The ANC appreciated that the school has
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agreed to limit to 6 the number of nonathletic
events during the course of the year involving
groups of more than 100 faculty, students, and
others. And these would all be directly related to
the mission of the school and the Cathedral
foundation.

Also, as requested by the ANC, the
school has pledged that it will not disturb the site
after the facility has built in order to accommodate
additional parking.

The building's security desk will be
staffed at all times during open hours. The garage
will be open during building hours and at other
times as appropriate. That is, on Cathedral feast
days, such as Christmas and Easter, buildings and
fields will not be lighted on the outside except as
may be required for reasons of security and safety.

We are very grateful and pleased for the
agreements and/or support of the ANC and virtually
every established community and civic group,
including the Cleveland Park Citizens Association
and the Cleveland Park Historical Society and its
Architectural Review Committee.

The conditions proposed by the ANC
result from thousands of hours of fruitful dialogue

with the community, including 13 hours and 3 public
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and highly productive meetings with the ANC itself.
Indeed, there recently has been a fourth meeting of
the ANC in which the commissioners emphatically
reconfirmed their stances on all issues.

NCS will build and operate the athletic
center within the conditions set forth by the ANC
and the CPCA in virtually every particulate. The
usage guidelines and the construction conditions set
forth by the ANC and the CPCA are satisfactory.

In one instance, in the area of parking,
we have commissioned further professional
evaluations, as suggested by the ANC, and will
indicate in the course of professional testimony by
the traffic consultants to follow that our proposal
provides more than an ample solution in adherence to
the recommended ANC formula.

One of the most gratifying outcomes of
the school's community outreach is the agreement to
establish a liaison committee with the civic and
community groups, the seven ANC commissioners, and
the neighborhood to address usage and other issues
related directly to the facility and its impact on
the neighborhood.

While it goes beyond the scope of this
hearing, I can report that one additional positive

outcome of the community dialogue is that the
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Cathedral foundation and the ANC have mutually
agreed to meet on a quarterly basis to discuss
matters of common interest now and in the future.

Representatives of NCS or the Cathedral
foundation have met with individuals, groups of
neighbors, or community and civic associations on
more than 125 occasions. Many observers of the
process have commented that this project has had
more community involvement and input than any in
memory .

I would be neglecting my professional
responsibility if I did not say one final word about
the quality and judiciousness of the architecture.
Cannon Associates and Brian Stephenson, the
landscape architect, are to be applauded for their
sensitive handling of the design of the facility and
its relationship to the landscape.

The continuation of Frederick Law
Olmsted's 1924 College of Preachers fieldstone wall
down Woodley Road is a brilliant solution. And
adding 25,000 square feet of grass to the Cathedral
Close is a cause for celebration.

In the dozens of meetings I have
attended, I have never heard one word, I have never
heard one professional architectural historian or

architect demure about the fundamental concept of
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the wall and field and the endorsement of the
Cleveland Park Historical Society's Architectural
Review Committee among other professional approvals
is gratifying.

We thank you for consideration of our
request and know that you will give it the fair
evaluation that it deserves. In the end, this
project will benefit the young women of our
community and the community at large. Thank you
very much.

MR. QUIN: The final witness for NCS
itself is Robert Carr, who will be very brief.

MR. CARR: Good morning, Madam
Chairperson, members of the Board. I am Robert
Carr, the Chair of the NCS Physical Facility
Committee. And I have been a school trustee for
five years. I served with Dodge as well on the
Cathedral Committee on Buildings and Grounds. I
live at 5019 Sedgwick Street, Northwest.

I want to expand briefly on the school's
approach to the physical siting of this facility and
its manner of construction. After our initial
determination to not utilize the above-grade zoning
envelope available to us, we have worked hard to
accomplish two objectives.

First, while fulfilling our program
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needs, we have endeavored to minimize the presence
of any above-grade structure. Second, we have
worked to place the now largely below-grade building
on the site in a manner sensitive to its
surroundings with the carefully considered
relationship to each edge condition.

On the south, we preserve the national
hillside in front of Beauvoir School. On the west,
we have set back from the historic oak trees lining
Beauvoir Drive. On the north, we have maximized the
below-grade posture of the building to shorten the
wall section exposed by the falling slope of Woodley
Road while setting back 28 feet to 32 feet from the
Woodley Road curb. The extent of this below-grade
building placement also minimizes the wall exposed
to the east, partially screened from view by natural
growth along 34th Street.

Many suggestions from the community have
been incorporated to reach our final design
solution, which we are very proud of.

Finally, let me add that we have also
decided to completely take out of service our one
existing competition field adjacent to the building
site for the entire construction duration to provide
an unusually large staging area for the contractor.

This allows us to pull normal construction activity,

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

such as the supervisor trailers, material storage,
and even some truck standing and gqueuing into the
interior of the site away from the immediate
perimeter, behind-edge fencing, minimizing the
impact on our neighbors.

Thank you very much for your
consideration today.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, our next
witness is our architect from Cannon Associations,
Catherine Armour. I'd like to qualify her as an
expert. And we're handing in her qualifications
now.

MS. ARMOUR: I'm Catherine Armour with

CHAIRPERSON REID: Just allow us to read
your résumé first, please.

MS. ARMOUR: Oh, sure.

CHAIRPERSON REID: And then we will come
back on the record.

(Whereupon, the foregoing matter went

off the record at 10:27 a.m. and went

back on the record at 10:28 a.m.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: Are you offering both
Mr. Stephenson and Ms. Armour as expert witnesses?

MR. QUIN: Yes, one in the field of
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architecture, the other in landscape architecture.
And we will have one other expert, Mr. Lou Slade,

transportation consultant. We would ask that the

Board recognize them as experts.

MEMBER PARSONS: No objection.

MEMBER GILREATH: I have no problem with
that.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Is there
an objection from Mr. Dernoga? Do you have any
objection to the recognition of these witnesses as
expert witnesses?

MR. DERNOGA: No, not as stated on the
résumés as an architect and a landscape architect,
but I just want to make it clear they're not experts
in land planning. Is that correct?

MS. ARMOUR: I am not certified planner.
That's correct.

MR. DERNOGA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: They are not claiming
themselves as such, architects and --

MR. DERNOGA: I just wanted to make sure
that it's clear now.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Yes. My
understanding is that Mrs. Armour is listing herself
as architect and Mr. Stephenson as a landscaping

specialist.
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MR. DERNOGA: No, I have no objection.

MS. ARMOUR: Landscape architect.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Landscape architect.
And Mr. Slade has appeared before the Board many
times before. So we are --

MR. DERNOGA: I have no objection to
him.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Thank you.

MS. ARMOUR: Thank you.

Catherine Armour of Cannon. We're the
architects and engineers.

I'm going to start by telling you a
little bit about the siting of the project and then
go specifically to the building itself. I don't
have a written testimony, but I'm working off a
series of notes. So if you'll just bear with me as
I do the notes and the board?

In terms of the orientation to the site
here, this is Wisconsin Avenue, Woodley Road, and
34th Street. I'm sure you can see this large map
here of the Cathedral. This is Hearst Hall and the
other facilities which comprise NCS currently.

So currently the school uses this sort
of upper corner of the property, and they use this
area of the property, which currently is half

athletic field, a series of six tennis courts, and
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then a larger athletic field, which was spoken of
earlier. So that's a sort of general orientation to
the site itself.

Our initial proposal involved two
buildings. We have eliminated one of those
buildings. So all of the drawings you'll see from
now on just locate are what is called the entry
pavilion to the structure I'm about to describe to
you.

MR. QUIN: Catherine, could you just go
through the streets: Wisconsin, Woodley, and 34th?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. Again, Wisconsin
Avenue here. This is Woodley Road and 34th Street
here. And I should note that that's Beauvoir Road
leading up to the Beauvoir School here. And
Beauvoir Road will provide the principal access and
entry and exit to our site.

In terms of the design objectives of the
project, from the very beginning, our design
objectives were to be as contextual as possible and
as minimally invasive on the site. We wanted to
provide a building that was the size of what had
been programmed or smaller above-grade. And we have
proposed to you today a building that is smaller
than what we initially had expected to have

above-grade.
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The principal portion of the building,
of the 83,000 square feet, only 4,300 of that is
above-grade. The remainder is all below-grade,
which you'll see in just a moment.

Although you have them in our submittal,
I just want to briefly review for you the zoning
computations. I'm going to go to another board
here. This is a diagram showing the building if it
were built above-grade. So the hatched area is the
actual footprint of the building if it were built
above-grade.

Again, this is Woodley Road here, 34th
Street, Beauvoir Road, and a portion of the existing
gatehouse. And if I can just point out a few things
about our zoning computations? What is permitted or
required is a 40-foot building. This Woodley Road
facade here is the front yard. So this would be our
rear yard and two side yards here.

So on the Woodley Road area, we would be
allowed, of course, to build on the property line a
40-foot-story building. What we are proposing is a
29-foot, 9-story building to the center line of the
structure.

In terms of the setbacks, the rear yard
is a 20-foot setback. We have a 240-foot setback.

The side yard is 8-foot setback. We have 228 feet
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on the east and 72 feet on the west.

I'll just switch boards here. In making

the initial decision to locate the building below
grade, the NCS knew that, of course, they were
taking on enormous costs in doing that. In
addition, they made many other steps toward making
the building more amenable for the community.

I'd also like to point out that the
goals of the community and the school are the same:
to have a building that is contextual, that's as
unobtrusive as possible, and that fits well in the
landscape and serves both the school and the
community.

These two boards just note -- I'm not
going to go through them in detail, and you have
them in your submittal -- some of the changes that
have been made, both on NCS' behalf and on the
neighbors' behalf to make the project we think
better.

This is the 1924 Olmsted plan of the
property. Again, you can see the Cathedral, the
large mass here. This is Wisconsin Avenue here,
Woodley Road, 34th Street. And there was an old
mansion here called the Beauvoir mansion. This is
now the Beauvoir school. And this is what is now

the Beauvoir Road here.
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You can see that, even at that time in
1924, that piece of the property was used for
athletic facilities. There were tennis courts. And
Frederick Law Olmsted had proposed, in fact, a
basketball court on the same site.

In looking at the Olmsted plan and
studying his intentions at that time, -- there were
actually two plans, 1910 and 1924 -- it was very
clear to us that there were two things we could
borrow in terms of site planning. And the two
principles were the idea of walled enclosure to the
Close, which was, as you can see, intended in some
fashion to happen around the Cathedral Close.

There is an existing law currently
called the College of Preachers law. It's directly
in front of a building called the College of
Preachers. And in our proposal, we're intending to
just continue that wall in exactly its same form; in
fact, using the same stone. We have contacted the
same quarry and would like to use the same stone to
continue that wall.

The second principle that we have tried
to borrow is the idea of clustering of buildings.
Olmsted was very clear that in order to preserve
open space and maintain the views and vistas to the

Cathedral, that buildings could be clustered and
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grouped in such a way as to maintain these open
spaces.

These are really material sports. This
is the wall at the College of Preachers that I spoke
about. And we're going to be proposing a wall very
similar, which I'll show you. You can see the
materials are stone with limestone trim and
limestone artists.

A newer wall, built adjacent to this,
has a pre-cast cap, rather than the limestone. But,
still, it's built in very much the same manner and I
think is almost unidentifiable as being different in
any way.

There is a corbling issue. There is ivy
growing on the wall. You can see these sort of dips
and swings in the cap of the wall and the larger
stone piers at the edge. We're repeating and
borrowing all of these details in the architecture
of our project.

This board just shows you some of the
context. Again, stone, slate, copper gutters and
roofs. And we have measured some of these buildings
and are trying to replicate the same roof pitches.
We're borrowing the same scupper and gutter details
and things like that to make this building fit in

very comfortably.
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Just in showing you these two things, I
also want to refer again to the two site plans,
which you saw earlier. We are proposing that the
building be developed without the gatehouse. So
this we're calling a Plan A just for convenience's
sake.

What we're suggesting is that the
building here located in this location -- the
location of the existing gatehouse presently is in
this corner here -- that with the demolition of that
gatehouse, which is of a -- I guess you'd call it
Italianate character or certainly Mediterranean
revival-style character. We are suggesting that the
views to the Cathedral be improved and the actual
site usage would be improved according to Olmsted's
own plan, which later called for the demolition of
that gatehouse.

Subsequent plans for the Cathedral
Foundation also called for the demolition of the
gatehouse, but it was never performed. So our Plan
A calls for the demolition of the gatehouse.

One would enter the site here off of
Woodley Road, enter Beauvoir Road. There's a small
drop-off area here, three handicapped parking spaces
above grade, a courtyard, while presenting an

entrance to the upper field here, the entry pavilion
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structure, which, as I noted, is about 4,300 square
feet, a ramp going down into the garage, which is
below grade and adjacent to the actual building.

The portion of the building I'm going to show you is
in approximately this location. And the garage is
in approximately that location.

So what we'll be proposing to do is to
rebuild the lower field after construction. The
lower field would be the staging site for
construction. It would be replaced after the
construction or during the end of construction. And
the building roof would support the field which is
being proposed by NCS.

Plan B shows the existing gatehouse.
And we think it works comfortably, though not as
well as Plan A. In this situation, again Woodley
Road, 34th Street, Beauvoir Road. One would enter
here. There are existing parking spaces here along
this western edge of the existing gatehouse. We
would just maintain those but convert them to
handicapped parking spaces.

One would then have only one option,
rather than turning in and having a drop-off. If
one turned in, one would have to go down into the
parking garage or one would continue. This street,

though currently two-way, is being proposed in
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either Plan A or Plan B.

Beauvoir Road will become a one-way
street. Lou Slade will tell you more about that and
about the traffic study that preceded it in
conjunction with Beauvoir School to make the traffic
pattern more amenable all the way around.

Okay. Now I'd like to tell you just a
little bit more about the building. As noted, the
entry pavilion structure of about 4,300 square feet
is here in this location. 1Its principal function is
to house stairs and elevators to get down. We have
eliminated almost every other function that existed
in it.

The administrative offices are here.
It's I guess a sort of a gatekeeper for the field so
that there is some adult supervision. There is a
security office here; an atrium, which houses the
required fire exits, as well as a climbing wall
coming up through three stories.

So, rather than entering a building and
having an atrium go up three levels, in this sense
the atrium goes down three levels because it is
actually a three-level structure.

This area here is service elevator,
stair, and some other service functions. Here in

Lower Level 1, you can see the parking garage, which
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is suggested, which you would have entered in this
manner.

In the parking garage, we are suggesting
50 cars. Although our requirement is 25, we felt
that 50 was appropriate under the discussions that
had been had with neighbors and the ANC and so on.

If one were to come down here in the
atrium, this is really the public level of the
facility. 1It's also the track level of the
facility. So if you imagine a gymnasium, the track
runs around. It's sort of 14 feet above the gym
floor. And that's what you're seeing here in this
location.

So this is the track. There is a
fitness center of a little bit less than 5,000
square feet here; a reception room; a hall of fame
and meeting room; crew room; training and wellness
center, which is a very much growing part of women's
sports today; a multipurpose room for aerobics,
yoga, that kind of thing. 2And all of this gray area
that you see is mechanical space required to
actually ventilate and control the mechanical
systems for the building. And then you can see two
fire exits here, which exit onto the lower field.

At the lowest level of the building,

it's principally locker space. This is the middle
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school changing room; lower school changing room;
women's coaches and staff; men's coaches and staff;
the competition gymnasium, which is set up for
either two volleyball courts or one basketball
court; and a three-court multipurpose gymnasium,
which can be set up for tennis, soccer, volleyball,
basketball, whatever they have going on.

And this area here, this gray strip, is
all mechanical and support spaces for these program
areas. The yellow, of course, is circulation.

I just want to give you a couple more
facts and figures here. I did present you with a
fact sheet, but I would just like to note on the
record that the square feet that we're talking
about, some of the issues I've just covered, the
total athletic center square feet are 83,160. The
total parking square feet are 16,000. The combined
project square feet, therefore, is 99,160 square
feet.

I'm going to refer back to this as I
talk to you about the elevations. The first
elevation of the building that I would like to bring
to your attention is the west elevation, which is
the principal entry elevation. I'm showing you
elevation showing the gatehouse, although we would

hope that with the demolition of the gatehouse, you
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could just imagine the gatehouse removed.

So in this principal west elevation, you
can see the three portions of the building. One
would have entered here, turned around on the
drop-off, and left. This is the gate to the field
here.

We have tried to limit the massing and
the height of the building by cutting back these
roofs. You could see in the roof plan here that
that allows us to reduce the massing and overall
perception of the building as a major impact on the
site.

The principal entry is through the side
doors here and here. And although this is an
impossible view, you can see here the view down to
the garage, although, of course, you'd never see
that all at one time.

This is the north elevation. You have
to use your imagination a little bit here. These
two things do line up. This is Beauvoir Road,
which, again, is the principal entrance to the NCS
facility; a walking entrance; a gateway here. This
is the existing gatehouse that we're showing.

And this wall is the wall which we're
proposing to be very similar to that of the College

of Preachers wall. It would be stone with a
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pre-cast cap and limestone trim. We're copying
again the pillars fronting Beauvoir Road and the
limestone detail of some of the archways and so on.

Now, our building exists beyond this
wall on the other side of this wall, but the wall is
to be detailed like a garden wall. And Brian is
going to talk about that a lot more, about the trees
and planting and his scheme for how to develop this
wall.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Excuse me. Ms.
Armour?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes?

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Just for
clarification, is there a railing on the top of the
wall?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. I'm just about to say
that. This is an athletic -- it's a
polyvinyl-coated athletic fence, which is
principally a chain link, which is covered with
polyvinyl coating.

We have been working with the HPRB, even
in the last few days, and will be proposing
something which I'm going to show you in a later
version tomorrow but a slight wvariation on this,
which is to eliminate the top rail of the fence.

And we think that will make it appear even more
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transparent. And you'll see that in another
elevation that I'm going to show you in just a
minute.

I just want to point out in looking at
this elevation along Woodley Road -- well, first of
all, you would never see this all at one time. It
is impossible for the eye to see that much of a
distance.

From this pillar onward, we're basically
proposing no change to the landscape. There is an
existing chain link fence there, where we would be
leaving it or replacing it should it be disturbed
during construction.

There is a lot of existing growth and
trees there. We would be leaving those. Brian has
a solution on 34th Street and along this corner of
adding more trees, but we would not be intending to
remove anything or change it in any way from that
point on.

This is the east elevation of the
building, the opposite side of the front entry
elevation. So there was the front entry. Now we're
looking at the reverse, the back side of that. This
is the side that faces east.

This is the girls' principal entrance

and exit from the building here, the administrative
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offices. And we've got a row of French doors and
glazing. Since this drawing was made several months
ago, the amount of glazing has been reduced to limit
the amount of light on the field at night.

And you can see again the existing
gatehouse. And the Cathedral exists up here, which
you'll see in the wvideo, actually. It's very clear
where the Cathedral exists in relation to these.

This stand of trees that you see beyond
the building is particularly important. It's a
historic line of trees, very, very old. We've heard
that it predates the Cathedral. And I think, too,
even in Olmsted's plans, he talks about providing a
treed setting for the Cathedral.

We have gone to great extremes, which I
will tell you about, in terms of construction
management to save and preserve those trees and cut
back our building in order to do that.

If one were standing on the lower field,
if one were standing here on the lower field looking
toward the entry pavilion, one would find something
called the lower east elevation. And that's the
elevation that occurs when you make the change in
grade from this level to this level.

The elevation that we are presenting

before you has been reviewed by HPRB many times.
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And we are still working with them. Currently the
height of our building is about one foot, two inches
above the existing grade change that happens on the
site. 1In other words, this field is already lower
than the existing grade, which is coming down here.
So the wall that we're suggesting of our building
would be about one foot, two inches higher than that
existing condition.

This was our principal lower east
elevation, which was developed last July. We have
since worked with a number of agencies and
neighborhood associations as well to develop that.

I'm going to show you, unfortunately, a
hand-drawn drawing of our most recent elevation,
which has been done in the last two days in
conjunction with some input from the HPRB.

I think you're going to see substantial
differences here. For one thing, we have greatly
reduced the height of the building in two weeks.
Within the last three weeks, we have lowered the
building by 14 niches -- within the last month,
rather.

In addition, we have added a berm here.
And where we previously had French doors from the
track level of the field directly out onto the lower

field; in other words, Lower Level 1, where it's
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contiguous with the track level, we have lowered the
building in such a way presently that that's no
longer possible. So what we are suggesting that we
do is take advantage of that and berm up from the
field to make this lull appear even less
significant.

In addition, we have added stone here at
these piers. We have added a stone base throughout
to the building. We have added a level of detail of
the trellises, the copper scuppers, and some reveals
in details in here that would match the existing
building as well as the building that we are
proposing.

So I have not been able to show this
drawing to HPRB, although I have given them a black
and white copy of that, but this is what we will be
showing them within the next day or two.

I just want to go over a couple of facts
and figures with you before we talk about the
construction management plan. In terms of the three
issues that were very important to us as well as the
school, those issues are: 1light, noise, and the
impact of water on the site.

As you have heard previously, there will
be no field lighting. The only lighting will be

safety lighting. And I can show you the locations
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where that will appear, but it's principally over
any of the doorways, entrances, and exits.

In terms of noise, we have an acoustical
consultant on board who has recommended to us that
the noise levels will be possibly even reduced from
what they are today because, although they have
sometimes three and four sports playing at once,
some of those sports will now be below grade within
the building.

We have also made efforts to attenuate
the noise by removing a mechanical structure that I
showed you in the first plan and also by attenuating
the noise transmission in the ducts and in the
interior and exterior equipment locations.

In terms of water management on the
site, we are working with a civil engineer and have
asked him to report. He has assessed the situation
and reported to us that he believes that the storm
water management on the site will be very close to
-- the amount of water, the quantity, would be very
close to that presently, if not less, for several
reasons. First of all, we are proposing a
sand-based field, which absorbs the water, rather
than the soil, which is currently there.

Secondly, we have an underground

drainage system within our building. And the
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underground drainage system would happen underneath
the building and on the field of the building and
would connect underground here at this location
along this wall to an underground storm sewer that
already exists in the city and which has more than
enough capacity to handle it. So we finish here.
This should not be a significant issue.

I think this might be a good time,
actually, to just show the video. If we could bring
that up? And while they're setting up the video,
I'm going to just review a couple of other facts for
you just for the record.

Okay. I want to give you some newer
figures from the last time I saw you. I don't know
whether you had seen those or not. But we have
reduced the wall of that lower east elevation. As I
was telling you, it's currently 19 feet, 4 at the
smallest point and 22 feet, 2 at its largest point,
which is the center where the bleachers are.

The exposed stone wall along Woodley
Road is four feet, two at the west end, ten feet,
two at the east end of exposed stone. Now, the
College of Preachers wall is approximately if you
average it out about nine feet. So we feel that
we're somewhere within the average of the College of

Preachers exposed wall.
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We are proposing a seven-foot berm in
front of that exposed wall. So one of the other
dimensions that we're giving is the dimension from
the street grade to the top of the wall at Woodley,
which is 11 feet, 2 at the west end and 17 feet, 2
at the east end.

We have a video showing three views
which we have developed. This has actually been in
process for several months. We have been using it
as a design tool in working with wvarious
constituents to try to improve the project.

Here you are walking along 34th Street
at approximately eye level. You can see the lower
east elevation with the trellises and the stone work
and stone piers and the existing chain link fence
and some of the existing vegetation. Those are
historic gates that you see there on the left, which
we would be maintaining in their present location.

What you are seeing here is a 30-foot
setback; a new sidewalk, which would be prepared by
the school; and new site street trees, also paid for
by the school; and the landscaping, which ours is
very rough. And I have to apologize to Brian. It
doesn't do justice to what he is proposing in any
way .

Here we have gone up a little higher
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than eye level because of the vagaries of making
this video, but you can see an entry to the -- it's
actually to the east of the existing gatehouse
structure presently. And you'll see another loop of
this with the gatehouse. So you can see a sort of
before and after. But these are handicapped parking
spaces and the road going down to the garage.

Here you can see the Cathedral in the
distance and, again, the treed setting in front of
the Cathedral, which has been so important for us to
preserve.

Again, you're turning the corner here,
walking up along the sidewalk adjacent to the
neighbors, seeing the sidewalk, the site trees, the
street trees, with the Cathedral again in the
background.

And in this version, you will see the
existing gatehouse and its relationship to the
structure that we're proposing. They're existing
parking spaces which we will be converting to
handicapped, then the entry into the athletic
center.

In the last view, something called the
fly-by, which is just an overall view to give you a
general sense of the conditions of the site, the

massing of what we're proposing vis-a-vis the
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existing gatehouse and the massing of the existing
larger homes along this street, along Woodley Road,
and 34th Street. So you can see the upper playing
field again, the lower east elevation, and then the
lower playing field.

One of the major differences between
this and previous videos that we have shown is that
in that upper left corner there, we previously had
the field extended and a wall in that southern edge.
And at the request of the neighbors and Beauvoir
School, we were able to eliminate the wall and
regrade the hillside so that it's very close to the
existing condition.

That's it. Thank you. I'm going to
grab one more board. And then I'll be finished.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chair?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: I did not object to the
showing of the video. However, I would like to make
sure that it's retained here because I think there
are some points that I would like to go over during
Ms. Armour's cross-examination.

CHAIRPERSON REID: That's a matter of
record.

MR. DERNOGA: Well, I just want to make

sure they leave the equipment here so that we can go
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over it during cross-examination.

CHATRPERSON REID: Oh, I see what you
are saying. Okay. Sure.

MR. DERNOGA: And I guess I'll just
point out to the people with the cart, I'm probably
only concerned with the very end of this. So,
rather than rewinding the whole thing, you might
just want to rewind two minutes or so.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. We'll
just ask you to do so, and then you could have it.

MR. DERNOGA: Thank you.

MS. ARMOUR: Okay. My final thoughts
for you here are really about the construction
management that's been developed. We have been
working with the ANC and other citizens' groups and
individuals not affiliated with any groups to
develop a construction management plan which would
be acceptable. I'm going to try to give you an
overview of that at this time.

Again, we have Beauvoir Road, Woodley
Road, 34th Street, the upper field, which is above
the roof of the structure, the entry building here,
and the lower field. The lower field would be the
staging area for the construction site.

What we're proposing is a temporary

removal of the chain link fence and some of the
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vegetation here along 34th Street. It's about
three-quarters of the way south of the intersection
of 34th and Woodley. Then we would have a gravel
road or driveway into the actual excavation portion
of the site here.

We would try to locate any of the
facilities, the trailer area, dumpsters, a changing
area here in this portion of the site, which is
actually backed into the hillside to be least
vigsible to the neighbors. We would be locating any
portable toilets behind those trailers so they would
be, in fact, invisible to the neighbors.

The presumption is that the trucks would
during excavation come into the site, congregate
here, all of this would become gravel, and then take
out their load. In terms of deliveries and that
sort of thing, it would also happen along this road
here.

There would be a truck wash located here
at this connection, and the trucks would be washed
before entering 34th Street, which is very typical.
Also, we would require of the contractor that a
flagman be present to direct traffic for the trucks
to come in and out of the property.

In terms of some of the other

arrangements that have been made or agreed to, what
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we are proposing is what the city has allowed, which
is a 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. construction process.

There would be a construction fence
surrounding the site. That fence I'd just want to
add, too, also extends to protect these historic
trees in this location and these trees in this
location.

There are requirements for the
contractor on cleanliness and on keeping the site
clean. There would be no workers parking on site.
In other words, the contractor would be required to
provide an off-site parking facility for their
workers and to bus them on the site and remove them
at the end of the day.

There would be an approved sediment and
erosion plan. We believe the construction, length
of construction, to be approximately 14 months.

Finally, we have been working to develop
a sort of liaison committee, which would work with
all of the appropriate parties during the process of
construction to monitor it and make any changes that
would have to be made.

Just in final comments, based on our
observations and experience and pursuant to Section
206 of the zoning regulation, we believe that this

facility is not objectionable to the nearby or to
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the adjoining property. Not only does it meet the
test set forth, but also we believe that NCS and
their consultants have taken extraordinary measures
and have worked very hard to blend this facility
into the neighborhood as well as the Cathedral
Close.

Thank you very much. I'd like to
introduce Brian Stephenson, who is going to talk
just a little bit more about landscape.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Mr. Quin, would you
keep those records, the photos that were on the
boards for the record, please?

MR. QUIN: Yes. I think we already
produced those, but, if not, I think they're in the
record in our package of April 1.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Thank you.
We'll check.

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: Thank you.

MR. STEPHENSON: May I proceed, Madam?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. STEPHENSON: Good morning. My name
is Brian Stephenson. I am the landscape architect
consultant to NCS for this project. I live at 3520
Quesada Street, Northwest in the District.

The landscape architectural development

for this project has used Frederick Law Olmsted,
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Jr.'s 1910 and 1924 master plan for the Cathedral
Close for some design guidance.

Among the design concepts in Olmsted's
plan that are of particular relevance to both the
Close and the neighborhood are the following:
first, the preservation of green open space on the
close; secondly, the creation of a pastoral setting
for sylvan views of the Cathedral tower from the
side of the Close; and, thirdly, the enclosure of
the Close on the south, north, and east sides where
the stone perimeter wall with 12 specific and
apostolic, which is where the 12 comes from, entry
points, one of those being Beauvoir Road.

In looking at the landscape plan that I
have on the easel before you, you can see that the
primary feature of the site is the turf athletic
fields: an upper field that essentially sits on the
roof of the below-grade building and a lower field
to the east of that.

Now, because of their function, these
are essentially flat lawn areas. This is what
athletic fields are. These fields are located on
the site of existing playing fields. The lower
field on the east is at the same location and
elevation of the existing field. The upper field

will be enlarged to the north by the removal of five
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existing tennis courts.

This will result in a net increase in
green open space on the Cathedral Close, the net
being we are removing the tennis courts. We are
adding some new sidewalks and driveways in
association with this building. But there will be a
net increase in green space.

Now, the landscape planting on this site
primarily addresses the edges to these fields the
building being predominantly underground and the
fields inside being turf and flat. 1I'd like to walk
through those edges with you now, if I could.

The edge along Beauvoir Drive will
consist of new landscape planting in the front
entrance area of the building, including shade trees
in the drop-off area, and a small landscape
courtyard, which will serve as an entrance to the
playing field. 1It's located in this area here.

The most significant feature of this
area, however, will be the protection and
preservation of the large existing white oak trees
that line Beauvoir Drive. They're located along the
plan here. These trees form the existing sylvan
setting of views to the Cathedral tower from the
northeast portion of the Close, the neighborhoods

and beyond. And this view will be maintained as
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part of this project.

In consultation with a professional
arborist, whom we have visited the site with and who
has examined these trees, we will maintain a
protected setback of construction activities from
these trees. That will be a fenced area in which no
construction activity will be allowed. We have also
initiated and have underway now a preconstruction
program of maintenance for these trees.

To the south of the project, the edge of
the project at Beauvoir School, this area down here,
the existing hill that slopes from Beauvoir School
down to the existing upper field and this field as
well will be maintained as are two large horse
chestnut trees located on that hill.

This hill will maintain a naturalized
open spaced background for the proposed facility.
Essentially the green hill that's behind this
facility's upper field is there now and will be
maintained.

In the edge along 34th Street to the
east of the project, existing fencing, existing
chain link fencing, at the edge of the athletic
field will be maintained.

And in response to community concerns,

new evergreen planting, primarily hollies, pines,
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and spruces, will supplement the existing volunteer
planting along this edge.

This planting will screen the views at
the proposed athletic center, the east facade that
Catherine had shown you earlier, and will then form
an all-season foreground for views of the Cathedral
tower rising above this landscape.

Right now the existing vegetation in
that area is primarily deciduous. So it does a good
job of screening in the summer, but at this time of
the year before the leaves have come out, it's much
more transparent. So the addition of evergreen
material will make an all-season screen for that
edge.

In the edge along Woodley Road to the
north of the project, in the public space in this
area, the 15 feet back from the existing curb line,
a new five-foot-wide public sidewalk will be
installed as a part of this project. And a
five-foot-wide street tree panel with street trees
will also be installed as part of the project, this
being in the public space.

Behind the sidewalk, the landscape will
treat the perimeter of the site in the spirit of
Olmsted's master plan treatment for the eastern

edges of the Close. The building will be set back
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30 feet from the curb. And behind the sidewalk, a
berm will rise to the perimeter wall at a slope of
about three to one.

The wall is going to be constructed of
materials to match the existing College of Preachers
walls. This will be the natural stone that comes
from local quarries. And the berm will be planted
as a naturalized woodland edge with a mix of
evergreen and deciduous trees and shrubs, material
such as hollies, dogwoods, and the like, the kind of
materials that grow in this area very well and have
the appearance of the woodland edge in this area.

The wall will extend to the Beauvoir
Road entrance. We will have a gate post and
pedestrian entrance similar to the existing entrance
at the College of Preachers.

This landscape will maintain the sylvan
vista of the Cathedral tower over and through the
crown of perimeter trees similar to how the
Cathedral tower is seen today.

I'd like to point out briefly in Plan B,
the plan where the existing gatehouse is maintained,
there are some minor differences in the site plans
in the area around the entrance, but essentially the
landscape plan remains the same.

I'd now like to go through some site
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sections that show the relationship of the Woodley
Road edge of the project to the areas to the north.
You can see from these sections -- and there are two
sections here. One is taken at the western edge of
the project, where Woodley Road is the highest in
elevation. That would be this section on top. And
one is taken at the eastern edge of the project,
where Woodley Road is the lowest elevation. These
basically represent the extremes in the height of
the facility above Woodley Road.

You can see from these sections existing
-- you can see the existing Woodley Road. You can
see the new street tree planting, the new sidewalk,
and then the berm up at a three to one slope through
the perimeter of the facility, and the upper
athletic field on the roof of the facility, same in
this lower section.

I mentioned the berm will rise about
seven feet in height from the street grade. And the
amount of exposed wall that will be along that edge
will vary from a minimum of four foot, two inches at
the western end of the project to a maximum of ten
foot, two inches at the eastern end of the project.
This is showing the 4.2 edge. That is showing the
ten foot, two exposure.

Now, we think this compares very
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favorably with the existing condition across the
street. As you can see from these sections, the
housing across the street also sits at an elevation
superior to Woodley Road.

And while it wvaries from house to house,
it averages seven to eight feet. And then those
houses, being two-story houses, mostly with full
attics, rise. Obviously it wvaries as well. But
they also rise up above that.

We have essentially matched that
condition on the southern side of Woodley Road.
We're rising up, and then the building picks up from
there.

Now, these plans have been shown to ANC,
and they have approved them. They have also been
shown to HPRB, who has approved the location, the
height of the walls and the landscape as part of
their conceptual approval.

In summary, it's my opinion that the
landscape treatments included in this project
increase the amount of open space on the Close,
enhance the views of the Cathedral tower in a
fashion envisioned by the original design of the
Close, provide landscape edge treatments that screen
views of the proposed athletic center, and place the

new athletic center in a setting that is compatible
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with the character of the neighborhood and not
objectionable to other parties.

That concludes my presentation.

MR. QUIN: Thank you.

Our last witness is Mr. Slade. And I
understand he has been accepted as an expert in the
field of traffic and transportation.

MR. SLADE: Thanks.

Good morning, members of the Board. My
name is Louis Slade. I reside at 3500 Quesada
Street. Congratulations on your new sound system.
I'm a principal with Grove-Slade Associates. We are
traffic and parking planners on this team. And we
have worked with the team on the development of the
plan and the evaluation of operations and impacts.

I want to start by explaining something
that Catherine and I referred to. And that is the
change to the operation of Beauvoir Drive. Beauvoir
School came before you a year ago approximately with
an application for modifications to their facility,
including modifications to the operation of Beauvoir
Drive.

At the present time, Beauvoir Drive is
used principally for access to Beauvoir School and
some other incidental access to these existing

playing fields. But parents come to the school and
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drop their children off in the morning and then
again in the afternoon to pick them up.

They enter at Beauvoir Drive and 35th,
the intersection with Woodley Drive, up Beauvoir
Drive, circulate around the circle in front of the
school, drop off or pick up in the afternoon, and
then leave via Beauvoir Drive back to Woodley Road.

Particularly in the afternoon, when
parents come ahead of the closing the school, the
queue of waiting vehicles is longer than it is in
the morning. And it actually backs up across
Woodley Road onto 35th Street. And that's the
existing condition.

Beauvoir looked -- we were looking at
Beauvoir all the time. And Beauvoir looked at

alternative ways to operate their car pool line and

proposed and you approved a connection from Beauvoir

Drive to South Road, which is shown on all of these
plans you have been seeing this morning.

That connection will enable Beauvoir
Drive to be operated one way inbound between the
proposed driveway to the parking facility for the

athletic center and up to the circle. And then the

traffic will circulate around the circle, as it does

today, and then leave on the new connection to South

Drive. I'll just trace that on the plan.
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Catherine is doing it for me. Thank
you, Catherine.

MS. ARMOUR: Catherine Armour with
Cannon.

I'm just pointing out for Lou Slade one
would enter here, turn around in the Beauvoir
Circle, exit here through a new roadway, which I
understand you have approved, to South Road.

MR. SLADE: Right. And, then, that
traffic will use South Road to go back to Woodley or
can disburse on other roads on the Close directly
out to Wisconsin Avenue. That will happen
independent of the current application that's before
you today that is proposed to be under construction
very soon and will take place independent of this
activity.

As we began working on the plan for the
athletic center, we coordinated with Beauvoir and
developed the scheme which you have seen this
morning, which will enable the athletic center and
Beauvoir School to share Beauvoir Drive because
Beauvoir Drive will be operated in the one-way
pattern that we just described.

So the short portion of Beauvoir Drive
from Woodley to the entrance to the athletic center

parking will remain two-way. Traffic that comes in
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to go to athletic center parking will enter Beauvoir
Drive, drop off, and go down into parking. And then
when that traffic comes out, it will be able to go
directly out to Woodley Road at Beauvoir Drive and
35th Street or turn left and go up over Beauvoir
Drive and go out South Drive, as the Beauvoir
traffic does.

So we have created a more flexible
system here by integrating Beauvoir Drive into the
other roads on the Close and enabling this access
for the athletic center to be accommodated as well.

Now, there is one other change which may
happen in the future. The community has approached
the Department of Public Works about removing
parking on the south side of Woodley Road itself.
That is independent of this application, but if that
were to happen -- and we wholeheartedly support its
taking place -- that will help any existing problem
on Woodley Road, which is that with parking on both
sides of Woodley Drive --

MR. QUIN: Woodley Road.

MR. SLADE: -- Woodley Road, -- thank
you, Whayne -- the travel way is narrow. There are
Metro buses that operate on a route on Woodley Road
and other large vehicles that use Woodley Road and

there is difficulty passing large vehicles.
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So by removing the parking, that
difficulty will be eliminated. And by providing 53
spaces at the new athletic center, at least part of
that demand that's being served on Woodley Road now
will be accommodated at the athletic center. And
let me explain that.

We did surveys of the parkers on the
south side of Woodley Road and observed students who
parked there because they were in uniform and adults
who parked there who walked up to the school. And,
therefore, we surmised that they were part of the
faculty and staff.

On the two days that we did the survey,
we had approximately 12 of the 43 spaces were being
used by NCS people. So those people will obviously
be able to conveniently park in the new facility and
will help relieve that demand that's on the south
side of Woodley Road.

One other overview point here is that
the wall along the perimeter, which Catherine Armour
and Brian Stephenson described, will close off
access to the fields from Woodley Road. At the
present time, when you're driving on Woodley Road,
when there's activity on the fields, you become
concerned as a motorist about safety that one of the

users of the field, particularly a child, might come
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out off the field chasing a ball or running off or
on the field. And this will restrict pedestrian
access. And I'll talk about the pedestrian patterns
and the vehicle traffic patterns in a moment.

Just to summarize the points I made a
moment ago about the Beauvoir proposal to modify its
drive. And it's used to the drive. That will
ensure that all of Beauvoir's waiting traffic during
car pool times in the morning and in the afternoon
will be accommodated entirely on Beauvoir Drive and
will not spill back into the neighborhood.

Secondly, the removal parking on Woodley
Road if that does take place will eliminate the
congestion caused by large vehicles having
difficulty passing other vehicles on Woodley and
turning at various locations along Woodley. So
these two actions themselves independent of what
we're proposing will have a very beneficial effect
to traffic operations.

Now, when the athletic center is
constructed and the parking is present, there will
be a pattern of vehicular traffic using that
parking. And I want to walk you through the typical
weekday so you understand how it will be used.

National Cathedral School faculty and

staff arrive before school starts, which is at 7:50
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a.m. Therefore, those who are assigned to park in
the new facility, in this parking facility with 50
spaces plus 3 handicapped spaces, will all typically
be at the site, arrived and in and parked, before
7:45 a.m. so they can walk up to Hearst Hall or the
lower school and be there on time at 7:50.

Beauvoir School starts at 8:00 a.m. Its
traffic begins at 7:30 a.m. And that's the parents
who are coming to drop off their children in the
morning. They will be using Beauvoir Drive. And so
because they arrive at 7:30, there will be some
overlap of their arrival with the arriving NCS
parkers in the parking garage.

All the traffic at that time will be
inbound on Beauvoir Drove. Those going up to
Beauvoir School will continue past the new athletic
center. Those turning into the garage will turn in
at point. There will be no conflict. Everyone will
just smoothly flow into Beauvoir Drive and either go
straight, south toward Beauvoir school or turn into
the athletic center.

So even though there is some overlap,
there won't be any congestion caused by that
overlap.

Once all the Beauvoir car pool activity

is completed -- and you'll remember, as I said a
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minute ago, that traffic leaves via South Drive or
directly out to Wisconsin Avenue and doesn't come
out this way at all.

Once that's completed, a little after
8:00 in the morning, when Beauvoir starts its
schoolday, there will be very little traffic,
vehicular traffic, generated at either Beauvoir
School or the athletic center from 8:00 a.m. until
about 2:30 p.m.

There will be pedestrians, students from
NCS to walk down the hill to use the athletic
center. And that will take place throughout the day
until about 2:30.

Beauvoir ends its schoolday at 3:00 p.m.
So the pickup for the Beauvoir students begins at
about 2:30. And all of that pickup traffic will
enter at Beauvoir Drive and queue on Beauvoir Drive.
And then parents will move forward, pick up their
children, and leave via South Drive or directly out
to Wisconsin Avenue. That will end at about 3:15.

NCS ends its schoolday at 3:30 p.m.
Therefore, all of the Beauvoir activity is done.
And garage departures will start a little after
3:30, perhaps about 3:45. That's well after the
Beauvoir traffic is gone. So there's no conflict

between the garage traffic, the new garage traffic,
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and the existing Beauvoir traffic.

Then in the afternoon after 3:45, NCS
competitive athletic activities will begin to take
place at the athletic center. When there are games
with other schools, typically there will be one or
two vans from the visiting school bringing the team
and a few cars. At that time, the garage will be
available. Now, we expect that there will be a few
parkers starting in the garage after NCS ends its
academic day. So we expect there will be about 3 of
the 50 spaces available at that time.

Dodge Thompson in his testimony referred
to agreements with the College of Preachers and
Beauvoir School regarding their parking. And that
parking, which is on Beauvoir Circle, which is very
convenient to the athletic center, will also be
available after 3:30 in the afternoon as well as a
certain amount of parking on South Drive at the
College of preachers.

In total, in the afternoon, we expect
there will be at a minimum 70 spaces available and
probably more in these 3 locations, all of which are
closer walking distance than any curb parking space
on Woodley Road or in the neighborhood.

So there is plenty of parking, more than

ample parking for afternoon activities, which are
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predominantly students walking from NCS down to the
athletic facility to either use it themselves or to
participate in competitive events with other
schools.

Those activities end around 6:00 in the
afternoon. Then at 7:00 to 9:00, again, as Dodge
Thompson testified, there will be a window of two
hours when the community can use the facility. The
maximum utilization will be 50 persons using the
facility, the indoor facilities, and 40 persons
using the field.

Again, at this point we'll have more
than ample parking because the garage now will be
totally empty and fully available, 50 spaces plus 3
handicapped spaces. All the spaces on Beauvoir
Circle, which total about 30, will be available.

And up to 90 spaces on South Drive may be available
at that time.

We think, again, within walking distance
shorter than walking out to Woodley Road, there will
be over 100 spaces available. And given the maximum
of about 90 users, there will be more than ample
supply.

What the net result of community
activity at this new facility will be is similar or

less than existing or current community activity at
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the existing facilities in terms of numbers of
people. And the agreement with the community gives
everyone a guarantee that the numbers will be
limited to those that I have just mentioned.

And, of course, we are adding a 53-car
parking capacity. And the agreements require that
groups using these facilities from the community
park off-street, on the Close, in the parking
garage, or the other facilities I've mentioned.

So the net effect of the proposed
physical facilities and the agreement we think will
be a reduction in impact on the community by evening
and weekend activities.

Changes in patterns of traffic due to
the Beauvoir proposal were discussed when we had
that hearing a year ago, but we will be, of course,
adding additional traffic at this location.

We analyzed the intersections of Woodley
Road which would be affected by these changes and
determined that they would all operate at acceptable
levels of service.

I think the more noticeable change in
the future will result if the Woodley Road parking
on the south side is limited, it's limited because
the congestion caused by large vehicles will be

eliminated.
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And the Beauvoir Drive change, which is
going to happen independent of this application,
will also remove the queue from the neighborhood
street and have a very noticeable impact and
improvement.

In summary, the proposed athletic center
will provide 53 parking spaces, which is 28 spaces
more than required by the zoning ordinance and will
go a long way to improving parking conditions in the
community.

Traffic operations along Woodley Road
will remain within acceptable levels of service and
actually will probably be improved as a result of
the various actions that I've mentioned today.
Therefore, this application will have no adverse
impacts on parking or traffic conditions in the
community.

Thank you.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, that
completes our direct testimony. All of our
witnesses are standing here anxious and excited
about being cross-examined.

(Laughter.)

MS. MILLER: Madam Chairperson, I just
wanted to introduce myself. I'm Ruthanne Miller.

I'm the ANC commissioner for 3C representing the
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Commission, and I'll have a few questions.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. DERNOGA: I was just wondering.
That was an awful lot to absorb. And I have a
couple of comments from my clients that they want to
go over. Would it be possible to take a ten-minute
break? Plus, I need to organize some of the
exhibits up here, I believe.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Fine. I'll let you
provide --

MEMBER PARSON: Why don't we ask our
guestions?

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay. Mr. Parsons
has just mentioned that we will allow us to ask
qguestions and then before your cross-examination, we
will have a ten-minute break. Okay?

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. DERNOGA: It might be a good time
for the ANC also to ask their questions, I believe,
if that would be helpful.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Well, I don't know
how extensive she wants to get. So that will be --

MS. MILLER: My questions won't be too
extensive. So however you wish to proceed is fine

with me.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Thanks.

MEMBER GILREATH: Mr. Slade, in reading
the material that's in your presentation, I
understand I guess to the outside users when the
school is not in operation, visitors will be
required to park somewhere, either in the parking
garage -- park someplace on the Close; right?

MR. SLADE: Yes.

MEMBER GILREATH: What enforcement
mechanisms would you have to assure that or do you
see that is going to be a problem?

MR. SLADE: Well, we don't think it's
going to be a problem because parking in the garage
will be the most convenient place to park in the
Close, of course. And even Beauvoir Circle and
South Drive will be quite convenient. So we
anticipate no problem.

I think if a problem emerged, the
community and the NCS are meeting on a regular
basis. And it could be identified and dealt with.
I suppose that once you register to use the
facilities, you could be asked to place a sticker on
your car. Then at least we would have
identification of the vehicles of the registered
people.

MEMBER GILREATH: This liaison committee
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would be the mechanism whereby people -- let's say
there are problems, people are parking off of the
premises and so forth.

MR. SLADE: Well, I'm not sure what the
agenda of that committee is, but I would assume that
if these kinds of problems emerged, that they could
be put on the agenda.

MR. QUIN: Mr. Gilreath, we do have the
usage agreement that was with the CPCA, Cleveland
Park Citizens Association, which does address some
of those issues.

MEMBER GILREATH: Okay. I'll have to be
more careful, then.

MEMBER PARSONS: I had a question of Mr.
Thompson as well, but we'll wait while the table is
full here. I guess I need to better understand the
circumstance with the gatehouse at this juncture.

You've given us two plans. Obviously
you prefer the one without a gatehouse. How are we
to deal with that today, Mr. Quin?

MR. QUIN: As I indicated earlier, the
basic design, everything is the same except one with
the gatehouse and one without the gatehouse.
Ultimately the HPRB or mayor's agent will determine
which one. And we're asking for approval of both.

In other words, the usage, the traffic
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patterns, the landscaping, virtually everything is
identical exception for the retention of the
building.

And we can file for the record if you do
not already have it copies of the transcript of
HPRB's decision. But, as you know, in zoning cases,
whether it's Zoning Commission or BZA, ultimately
HPRB and mayor's agent control in the historic
preservation area.

MEMBER PARSONS: Well, then don't you
think that we might want to deal with the use of the
gatehouse, which hasn't been mentioned today? 1In
other words, i1f the gatehouse is to remain, I assume
there's going to be a use for it.

MR. QUIN: That is a legitimate
question. We'll ask Mr. Carr to respond to that
guestion.

MEMBER PARSONS: All right.

MR. QUIN: We hope it's not there,
frankly, but --

(Laughter.)

MEMBER PARSONS: Well, I understand.

MR. CARR: Yes, yes. Well, not gone.

MEMBER PARSONS: Sure.

MR. CARR: Yes. Our thinking is that at

the moment, we are seriously considering going to
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mayor's agent to continue to pursue the issue of our
opportunity to tear the gatehouse down. But if it
were to remain, certainly we would examine carefully
a program that meets the school's needs that's
suited by the building. And we think that probably
would be a combination of academic uses and maybe
some faculty or student housing based on the
configuration and the kind of unusual design of the
structure.

We would expect that that use, however,
would also be subject to the use guidelines that we
have agreed to, both with the ANC and with the
citizens' association.

So I think our intended use there, while
not totally determined today, would be primarily for
the school's academic function, perhaps in
participation with other Close entities as well
depending on which department occupies the
structure.

MEMBER PARSONS: What is the current
use?

MR. CARR: The current use is rather
minor. There is a newer addition that was built up
Beauvoir Drive in the '50s that Beauvoir School uses
as an after-school program.

The historic building is not heavily
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used. I think there are a couple of artists'
studios up above. And the basement level is used as
an office for the administrator of the tennis
program on the tennis courts. So the historic
structure is really of very little use today.

MEMBER PARSONS: So you don't see a need
for this building, a use for this building that
would be associated with the athletic programs?

MR. CARR: No. We felt that its
interior configuration, its age, its structural
posture today don't really lend itself to that at
all. So we felt ultimately it is much better to
really address our needs in the new facility.

And, again, we feel its absence really
improves our treatment of the open space and the
functionality of the site plan.

MEMBER PARSONS: Okay. Thank you.

Ms. Armour, I want to talk a little bit
about ventilation. How are you going to ventilate
this structure? You didn't mention that?

MS. ARMOUR: Well, we have an extensive
mechanical system, which has been relocated. I
think I mentioned in the very beginning of my
presentation that we previously had a smaller
building adjacent to the entry pavilion. That

building housed the principal mechanical equipment.
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We have gone to great lengths since
December 15th to relocate the majority of the
mechanical equipment to a remote location. I'm just
going to point it out to you.

This is currently the central plant
facility here. So we will be running steam and
chilled water from the central plant to our site,
which is currently not a condition that exists. 1In
conjunction with some construction going on at
Beauvoir, they will also be receiving steam and
chilled water from that site.

So within the confines of our building
itself, we have a tremendous amount of duct work
running through the very extensive truss system that
would be assisting in the ventilation of the
building itself.

Did you have more specific questions?

MEMBER PARSONS: Well, I guess I was
thinking of the parking garage, that kind of
ventilation and where --

MS. ARMOUR: The parking garage is a
slightly different situation. The parking garage
has a very large opening here, but we also have -- I
can find that elevation for you.

We have two very large louvered fans in

the rear corner of the parking garage. They exist
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here on the site. So hopefully they will not be
vigible. 1In fact, there is a batting cage in front
of them. A batting cage is an open, netted sort of
structure.

So those ventilation units will be
drawing the fresh air in and then out through the
garage. Those are the two ventilation panels for
the garage.

MEMBER PARSONS: I was going to ask you
why they didn't have a trellis with ivy on them. I
now know.

MS. ARMOUR: Now you know.

MEMBER PARSONS: I'm curious about the
need for the wall in front of the gatehouse, which
maybe is best shown on A-301A.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. Brian and I discussed
that and looked at it with Steve Calcut of the HPRB.
We really felt that --

MEMBER PARSONS: I think the elevation
would be helpful if you have it.

MS. ARMOUR: Okay. While he's getting
it, let me just mention we looked at it with and
without. And we felt that without this extension of
the wall here in a piered entry, that this gatehouse
was sort of being thrown back to the neighborhood.

In other words, we were sort of
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circumventing it and not including it within the
Close or within the project site itself. And in
setting it, we really felt that including it within
the Close was the appropriate thing to do, but
perforating it with these openings would allow
access. There's actually another opening here now
in a later, more recent elevation. There's another
opening here so that one could enter here or here
onto the site.

We felt that that sort of perforated
opening both included it within our site but gave
access to the neighbors to the property.

And I should mention that currently the
lower field, which is the competition field, is
locked off, but the existing facilities on the upper
field are open to the neighborhood. And they would
continue to be open to the neighborhood in the new
plan.

MEMBER PARSONS: Why does the wall get
to such a I guess ten-foot height at the end? It
seems to be --

MS. ARMOUR: Here?

MEMBER PARSONS: No. At the other end.

MS. ARMOUR: Here?

MEMBER PARSONS: Yes. It seems to be

doing that just to accommodate the opening.
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MS. ARMOUR: Well, it is actually
retaining grade in this section here. Then the
grade starts to fall off here. Now, up here you're
absolutely right. It is doing that to accommodate
the opening. We were copying a condition that
exists at the College of Preachers. We copied it
exactly in terms of the height and the opening and
the landscape beyond.

MR. QUIN: Was that also part of HPRB's
recommendation?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. Yes, it was.

MR. QUIN: They have been very involved
in this wall and in the lower east wall in the
development of the design.

MEMBER PARSONS: But the purpose of this
wall, unlike the other one, is purely aesthetic,
isn't it?

MS. ARMOUR: That's correct. I can
point out for you from this location here to
approximately this location here is aesthetic.

MEMBER PARSONS: Well, given the other
hands that you have had in this process, I guess my
opinion isn't of much value.

MS. ARMOUR: No. They all count.

MEMBER PARSONS: You spoke about a new

fence that apparently is on the drawing board but
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not yet here. 1Is that --

MS. ARMOUR: Well, I have in my
hand-drawn elevation a version of it, but we took a
study of this fence itself. And we're trying to
make it more transparent, trying to figure out ways
to make it more transparent.

And at the HPRB's request, again we had
studied various paneling systems and piers with
fence in between and so on and so forth. What we
decided was that by eliminating the top rail of a
fence and just running a guide wire between the
vertical supports, that this fence would, in fact,
be more transparent. And we're trying to get photos
of that now.

MEMBER PARSONS: Why didn't you choose
the picket wrought iron that's used around the rest
of the campus?

MS. ARMOUR: There are two reasons for
that. The principal one is safety. Not only is it
a fence to keep the balls up, but it's a fence to
keep the people from dropping off the edge.

There's a 15-foot runoff at the end of
the field. So conceivably someone could be running
directly at this fence and hit it if they weren't
paying very careful attention to what they were

doing from the field side. That's also the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

condition on the lower east.

Well, here there's a fence here, and the
same condition exists along this edge, where there's
a fence on top of the wall, because someone would be
running up.

The second issue is that in terms of
transparency, if you think about the size of a
lacrosse ball or field hockey ball, the pickets
would have to be so close together as to make it
from an angle virtually opaque.

MEMBER PARSONS: That is the existing
circumstance at the moment, isn't it?

MS. ARMOUR: There is an existing picket
fence along -- it's right out at the curb edge.
There's sort of a little gutter and then a curb with
an existing wrought iron picket fence.

MEMBER PARSONS: And that is chain 1ink?
That's --

MS. ARMOUR: Yes, that's correct. There
is a chain link fence currently at the tennis court
portion of the project.

MEMBER PARSONS: Okay. Why do we need a
sidewalk on Woodley Road?

MS. ARMOUR: Well, we thought it was a
great amenity for the neighborhood. There isn't one

there presently. And, as you just mentioned in your
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comment about the iron picket fence, it exists here
and does not allow neighbors or walkers through the
community any access to the property whatsoever. It
prevents people from using this whole edge of the
site.

So what we're actually, in effect, doing
is proposing to give this 30 feet back to the
neighborhood and to the community.

MEMBER PARSONS: But you could or Mr.
Stephenson could achieve much more landscaping, I
assume, 1if that wasn't there.

MR. STEPHENSON: That 15 space is public
space.

MEMBER PARSONS: Yes, but I'm wondering
if the sidewalk is necessary -- and apparently you
have determined it is -- and whether you could
accomplish more screen landscaping for Woodley Road
if it wasn't there.

MR. STEPHENSON: That is correct, but we
think it will be a condition of Public Works that we
put this in to continue the sidewalk down to the
corner.

MEMBER PARSONS: How many existing trees
along Woodley Road, the cedars and the hollies and
so forth, will remain? I assume the answer is none.

That is why I am asking.
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MR. STEPHENSON: The answer is not none.
In this area here, most of the existing planting
actually is in public space. They're Leland
cypress. There are a number of hollies that have
been planted. There are also some of the larger
trees are black locust, sycamores that have
volunteered on the site that are covered with vines.

Most of that actually sits in the
15-foot public space. The Cathedral has in a sense
captured public space right now for their use. So
if the sidewalk and street trees do go in, that
would come down as part of that. The remainder of
the material that is right up against the tennis
courts would come down as part of the construction
of the facility.

So basically in the area where the
building is, it would be almost complete removal.
However, from this point on, there would be some
removal of existing planting in the public space
area, but the planting that's behind that, including
probably one of the nicest trees on this part of the
campus, this 30-inch black ocak tree, would remain.
And there is some existing evergreen material and
some shade material in that area that is on private
property that would remain.

MEMBER PARSONS: But all of the trees
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existing from along the north side of this building
all the way to the sidewalk would be removed?

MR. STEPHENSON: Would be removed and
would be replaced as part of the new landscape plan.
MEMBER PARSONS: Thank you.

Now I wanted to ask Mr. Thompson a
question. It's very simple. I think it's very
simple. I just want to make sure that we know what
the hours of operation are because we have three
different Saturdays. We have a Saturday that runs
from 7:00 to 5:00, another one that runs from 7:00
to 6:00, and now one from 9:00 to 9:00.

I'm confused. So forget my comments.
What will the hours of operation be on Saturdays?

MR. THOMPSON: The most restrictive we
have accepted, which is the CPCA, which you should
have a copy of -- I could recite it.

MEMBER PARSONS: It says 9:00 to 6:00.

MR. THOMPSON: On Page 2.

MEMBER PARSONS: Right.

MR. THOMPSON: The NCS and foundation
usage on Saturday is 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the
building; 9:00 a.m. to dusk or 6:00 p.m., whichever
is earlier, for the playing fields.

MEMBER PARSONS: Previously with the

ANC, it was 7:00 to 5:00.
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MR. QUIN: Mr. Parsons, one of the
confusion points may be that there are different
restrictions for the school than they are for the
non-school uses. So if you look, for example, on
the NCS foundation usage, that has a schedule of
building and playing field, which is more
restrictive than previously with the ANC. And the
next page over is the non-NCS foundation usage,
which has the restrictions. Maybe that's helpful.

Those are the most restrictive hours.

And those are the ones which we obviously have to

live by.
MEMBER PARSONS: All right. And I have
MR. THOMPSON: There is a parallel set
of restrictions: one for the NCS and the

foundation, a second for the neighborhood.
Obviously the school would choose in general to --
for example, a slight annotation to what Mr. Slade
said, there is no use, outside use, of the fields
during the workweek, Monday through Friday.

MEMBER PARSONS: So I guess we'll ask
the Advisory Neighborhood Commission if they concur
because their hours are different than these.

I don't know who should answer this, my

last question. It has to do with tennis because
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there are five, I believe, tennis courts on the
project at the moment. And it wasn't clear to me
whether tennis was going to be played in the
building or on the other dozen or so tennis courts
on the campus.

MS. ARMOUR: Why don't I start the
answer and then pass it over to someone from the
Cathedral? There is the availability of three
indoor courts within the building, but there is a
program in place to continue playing tennis. And
someone from the school should answer that question.

MR. THOMPSON: The school has entered
into an agreement with St. Albans School. As you
may realize, girls' and boys' varsity seasons are in
the opposite or complementary seasons so that we
have entered into an agreement -- and this was
suggested by the Brailsford study -- to rationalize
the use of the tennis courts throughout the season.

Of course, three tennis courts not
related to this application remain on the NCS side,
which still are available for school and
neighborhood use.

MEMBER PARSONS: Are those shown in that
diagram?

MS. ARMOUR: There is an existing tennis

court in this location here and two existing tennis
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courts here, which are still adjacent to the NCS
facility, as well as the St. Albans tennis courts,
to which Mr. Thompson just referred.

MEMBER PARSONS: Thank you. That is all
I have.

CHATRPERSON REID: Now, let me ask you:
Where is the off-street parking that is going to be
provided for the construction workers? Where is
that going to be?

MS. ARMOUR: It has not been determined
at this point, but it's not an unusual condition of
a contract with a contractor to require them to
provide off-site parking. Sometimes they do that in
their own facilities. Sometimes they rent a
facility from a sports center or a church or
something like that in order for their workers to
come and park. And then they are bused or vanned in
in the morning and removed at night.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Is that the
agreement, that they would be bused or wvanned in
from wherever they will be parking?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. And the contractor
has not been contracted with per se, but the three
with whom we have spoken have agreed that that will
be a condition of their contract.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. My other
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guestion is: In regard to the persons other than
the students or faculty or persons affiliated with
the school using the facilities there, are they
going to be charged with fees or do they have a
special card or how are you going to ascertain who
these non-NSC persons are, rather than those who are
switching schools? I meant to say not NCS.

MR. CARR: Madam Chairperson, do you
mean outside users other than those within the --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Any outside user.

How are you going to control that aspect of your
operation? Will there be a fee charged for the
persons who are not with the school or are you going
to give them cards or how extensive are you going to
go into the community?

MR. CARR: I would say that our basic
intention is to continue the practice that we have
today, and that is that people have come to us and
we have working relationships with the Stoddard
Soccer Program, with the Jazzercise Exercise
Program. We have relationships with neighbors who
occasionally will use facilities for birthday
parties or things of that sort.

So it falls into one of two conditions.
One is that we would charge a nominal fee to

reimburse us for operating costs of keeping the
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facility open after hours or we would allow them to
use it free if it's more of a singular neighborhood
request for a one-time party.

So our relationship I think will evolve
with the neighborhood as they express different
desires, but in general we have working
relationships with different groups. We will want
to know who they are and what their purpose is. We
will ask them to comply with the use guidelines and
to require that they park in the Close as an aspect
of our relationship.

If it's a community use, normally we
will charge them a fee that reimburses us for
operating costs. And, as I said, for perhaps an
occasional neighborhood use, we may not charge a
fee. So it's either an operating cost reimbursement
or no charge.

CHATRPERSON REID: That's rather broad.

MS. UNDERWOOD: We do have a designated
person that's --

CHAIRPERSON REID: You have to identify
yourself.

MS. UNDERWOOD: I'm sorry. I'm Aggie
Underwood, headmistress.

We do have a designated person at school

who handles the use of our facilities as a small
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portion of her job. She keeps a record and gives
permission for use that would not be school use.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Do you have some way
of determining the number of persons who would be
allowed to use the facility other than those who are
going to school?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Anyone who wishes to use
the facility much pass through her office and record
the number of users, the time of use, et cetera.

CHAIRPERSON REID: That's not my
guestion. My question is: Do you have a set number
that you will allow to use the facility?

MR. CARR: Yes. That will be a new
condition from that that exists today. Today we
don't have that requirement. In the future, we will
certainly ask them to register the proposed number
of users in order to comply with the citizens'
association agreement.

So we will record their intended use and
their hours to make sure that in the aggregate, we
don't have any more than 50 users in the building at
any one time or 40 users on the field at any one
time. So I should have made that clear.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. And then have
you determined the criterion by which you will

determine who can use the facility? Suppose someone
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who is 15 or 20 blocks away considers themselves a
member of the community and wants to use it. Do you
have some type of criteria that you have established
for the permitting of persons outside the school to
use the facility?

MR. CARR: I would stay that our basic
philosophy and intent, as we have discussed with the
ANC, with the citizens' association, is to strongly
favor proximate users in the neighborhood and the
surrounding communities.

So I think generally we would favor
users from the immediate surrounding neighborhoods
and we embrace the notion that Washington is our
community and, therefore, people from many different
neighborhood athletic groups could use it, but we
would give first priority to those most proximate.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I don't think -- and
this is just based on what has been past experience
in similar situations -- that the allowance of
unlimited number of people with unlimited criteria
would be the most suitable arrangement.

So you may want to give some thought to
how you handle that particular aspect of your
operation, make it, contain it better, and make sure
that you have your arms around how it is going to be

facilitated.
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MR. CARR: Yes. Your point is
well-taken. I might just make one more comment.

And that is that given the limits of people that
these use guidelines now propose, we think that the
pattern of use will really not be that different
from what we currently experience.

We now have people using the two
existing gyms that will be transformed into academic
spaces in the facilities on the other side of
Woodley Road. And so I think we certainly need to
fashion that approach more precisely, as you
suggest. But the magnitude of change won't be large
because of the numbers imposed.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. ©Now, on
Woodley Road, is there some type of negotiation with
the District government now with the DPW to convert
the street to a one-way street? Is it Woodley? Not
Woodley Road.

MS. ARMOUR: Beauvoir Road.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Beauvoir Road.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Is that in
negotiationg? Exactly where is that? If this is
going to be something that is going to facilitate
the circulation of that traffic, where are you going

to cross that? What does it require?
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MR. SLADE: It's a private street on the
Close. And the proposed change and the way it will
fit in the circulation scheme actually came before
the BZA last year when Beauvoir had an application.
That has been approved.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Oh, I see. So it is
one-way now?

MR. SLADE: It hasn't been implemented
yet. It has been approved.

CHATRPERSON REID: It has been approved.

MR. SLADE: It will be implemented.

CHATIRPERSON REID: It has been approved
as a BZA order, but has it gone through the DPW
process for approval?

MR. SLADE: I don't know the status. My
understanding is that construction is to start this
summer. So it's moving ahead.

MR. THOMPSON: Actually, the chair of
the Beauvoir School is here. Dodge Thompson.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Give your name so it
can be picked up.

MR. THOMPSON: It's Dodge Thompson.

That will go into effect. The renovations of the
Beauvoir School start this summer.
CHATRPERSON REID: Thank you very much.

I was just informed that it is not required to go
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through DPW because this is private. Thank you very
much.

In regard to the agreement, which I
commend you on having come up with a working type of
proposal that has derived from the cooperation or
the efforts by both sides to try to come to some
meeting of the minds. I think that it is fabulous.
We appreciate it because it certainly gives us a
good starting point.

However, aside from the items and the
issues that have been agreed to, what in your
opinion are the areas that are still kind of sticky
that you have now perhaps had some type of --
proffer some solutions to or some better

recommendations for? Because it's my understanding

MR. QUIN: Maybe I should try to answer
that.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Let me clarify that.
Notwithstanding the fact that we have the agreement,
we have proffered conditions from the civic
association and neighborhood association as well as
the Historic Preservation Review Board, but still
there appears to be quite a bit of contention. And
those areas that have still not been resolved are

the ones that I'm asking you to give some discussion

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

to.

MR. QUIN: Maybe I can take the first
crack at it, Bob, and then turn it over to you for
actually answering the question.

The negotiations have gone in every
conceivable area. Unfortunately, we reach a point
where there is disagreement on several issues. And
I think you will hear a lot of support, but you will
also hear from some opposition on the height and --

CHAIRPERSON REID: The height of the
wall?

MR. QUIN: Where the playing field is
located and can it be lowered any further than we
have already lowered it since it began and the
fencing. But they can express that themselves.

I think Mr. Carr, who has been involved
in every physical aspect of the development and
compromise, he could better address that than I as
far as to why we can't go any further.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, if I may
respond as the attorney to your question, rather
than the witness?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: I think it's fair to say
that the impression that you may have been given

that there has been an agreement with the community
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is inaccurate.

There has been an agreement with one
community association I am aware of. As I
understand it, the meeting has occurred of a
relatively small group of people. And the group
that I represent has not agreed upon, unfortunately,
with anything with the National Cathedral.

So there is a dispute on the use
guidelines and on every issue that we went away with
here before. We'll address that later. But just so
there is no misunderstanding, there is a fair number
of people who are opposed on all subjects,
unfortunately.

MR. QUIN: Just for the record, there
are two agreements. One is the ANC agreement after
four meetings, and the other is the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association that you have just received on
Monday, I think.

MR. CARR: And, Madam Chairperson, if I
could just comment briefly from our perspective? We
genuinely feel that a community dialogue has been
quite widespread.

And we have had a very good record of
success working with previously constituted
organizations like the ANC, like the Cleveland Park

Historical Society, and like the Citizens
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Association. I think those agreements very well
address particularly the use guidelines and other
concerns about the design.

Through the entire period since, really,
the end of last summer as we have been designing, we
have had to make decisions and make changes with
respect particularly to how the building is sited
within the plane of the upper field as it relates to
the Beauvoir Hill and the falloff as Woodley Road
goes down. And I think people do have some concerns
about ultimately how do you make those trade-offs as
they relate to the fringe conditions.

That's what I tried to mention in my
earlier testimony. So I think the remaining issues
revolve around perhaps how much of the building
still expresses itself above grade, which is
minimal, but there is some.

And the perhaps construction activities,
the opposition that is here can speak for
themselves, but we feel we have really balanced
those remaining priorities quite well in a way that
really integrates the design well into the site,
doesn't have a negative impact, and really strains
our capacity to lower the building further into the
ground.

We think we cannot do that any further.
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particular dimension still have concerns, but we
have done all we can. And we think it's quite
pleasing and is, in fact, going to be a visual
improvement.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Thank you
very much.

What we'll do is we will go ahead now
and break for lunch since we're at the 12:00 o'clock
hour and give you an opportunity to be able to set
up or to look at your notes or to prepare for your
cross-examination. which we will then continue after
lunch.

(Whereupon, a luncheon recess was taken

at 12:00 noon.)
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A-F-T-E-R-N-O-O-N S-E-S-S-I-O-N
(1:05 p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: The afternoon session
will now begin. Thank you.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, may I
address the Chair one second?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. QUIN: During the interim small
break, one member of the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association who negotiated the agreement that we
have, had a question. She said that she did not
feel that Mr. Carr had adequately addressed the
penalty provision. I wondered if he could take one
minute just to explain it.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay. But can you
elaborate on it a little bit more? The penalty
provision?

MR. QUIN: For a contractor in case they
do not do what they are supposed to do.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Well then
reiterate the question first, and then have him
answer it.

MR. QUIN: Okay. The question, Mr.
Carr, is will the contracts with the contractor
provide for a penalty in the event that they do not

meet the requirements of our agreement?
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CHATRPERSON REID: Please state your
name.

MR. QUIN: I'm sorry. My name is Whayne
Quin.

MR. CARR: Robert Carr, yes. The answer
is that first we intend to make the construction
guidelines we have agreed to with the ANC an exhibit
to our construction contract and bind the
contractors to a matter of law to us. We also are
happy to include in the contract penalties for non-
compliance with every dimension of that agreement.
So we will include penalties, and are happy to have
that as an additional piece of our construction
guidelines.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Mr. Dernoga,
you are now ready?

MR. DERNOGA: I thought maybe the ANC
would go first.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You want the ANC to
go first?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. DERNOGA: She has a much briefer set
of questions.

MS. MILLER: My name is Ruthanne Miller.

I represent ANC-3C. My single member district abuts
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the Cathedral property at Woodley and 34th Street,
and then encompasses most of Cleveland Park.

I just have a few questions. 1In
particular, and I need to preface this a little bit,
there has been talk today about the agreement
entered into between NCS and the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association. That just happened recently.
The ANC has not had an opportunity to review it as a
body. So I can't address that on behalf of the
Commission. I only can address it personally.

MR. BASTIDA: Madam Chairperson? The
chair is not in the room. Maybe you would like to
remind the individual that this is the time for
cross examination of her testimony, that they will
have the opportunity to express all those points
when they testify? The time is just for cross
examination.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I did not -- Mr.
Bastida, thank you, but I did not get the impression
that she was testifying. I thought she was just
leading up to her question. That is the question I
got, that she was clarifying before she asked the
question, not that she was actually testifying.

That was not my impression.
MS. MILLER: Thank you. I have one

other statement which also is just a preface. That
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is, that NCS -- and there is some confusion, and I
have seen this already, that there are different use
agreements before the Board. NCS entered into --

CHATRPERSON REID: Understandably so,
but just so everybody can be clear, pose your
guestion -- pose your statement in the form of
qguestion to the Applicant.

MS. MILLER: Okay. This is my question
to the Applicant. There are certain provisions in
the use agreement with Cleveland Park Citizens
Association that seem to either contradict or
duplicate, but differ from conditions that the ANC
agreed to that are attached to its resolution. 1In
particular, I am concerned about the ones that
address a liaison committee, specifically as our
committee was set up in the CP --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Don't testify.

MS. MILLER: Okay. There is a
difference. I would like you to address the
validity of the liaison committee that is set up in
the ANC resolution and those conditions. Are they
still valid? Does one supersede another? Also, the
other --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Ask one question.

MS. MILLER: I'm sorry. This is my

first time doing this.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. QUIN: She asked a legal question.
To the extent it's legal, the answer is yes, but let
me call the witness to respond.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay, okay.

MR. CARR: Robert Carr again. If I
understand your question, we anticipated that the
agreement with the ANC would stand and would be
separate from the agreement with the Citizens
Association. Our anticipation was that the ANC
would have a liaison committee that could adjust the
guidelines up or down if BZA incorporates that
agreement in the order, while the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association agreement effectively becomes a
ceiling that we have agreed to up front that is then
monitored by a representative group representing the
interests of the community and the Citizens
Association. So we see them as separate and
parallel understandings.

MR. QUIN: And are you bound by both
agreements?

MR. CARR: Yes.

VICE CHAIR GILREATH: What if there is
some contradiction or conflict between the two? How
do you reconcile those?

MR. QUIN: Whichever is the more
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restrictive, you would have to be bound by.

MR. CARR: If I could perhaps address
that. I think the two basic agreements are that the
ANC, we have identified, and the ANC conditions and
normal hours of operation for the building for
school and foundation use. They have not restricted
the outside use, thinking that that provided more
opportunity for community use, and that we would
basically respond to the demand in an appropriate
fashion. The liaison committee would meet and
adjust it based on the perceived impacts in the
community.

So we have agreed to be bound by the
liaison committee's judgement on a regular basis,
monitoring the outside activity. We felt that was a
thoughtful approach. Some people in the community
felt uncomfortable without having a more restrictive
series of guidelines up front, and have asked that
even though we have indicated a flexibility in
subjecting ourselves to outside judgement, that it
would be better to have a more restrictive series of
guidelines up front.

So the Citizens Association effectively
inserts outside use restrictions that didn't exist
in the ANC agreement. I think the school and

foundation use is essentially the same under both.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

MS. MILLER: Do you agree to be bound by
the --

CHATRPERSON REID: Excuse me, before you
continue.

MS. MILLER: Sorry.

CHAIRPERSON REID: There is a separate
agreement with the ANC or are you referring to
conditions that were proffered by the ANC, because I
did not see in our packages a separate agreement
with the ANC signed by both entities.

MS. MILLER: There are conditions
attached to the ANC resolution that ANC and NCS
agreed to.

CHAIRPERSON REID: There is what?

MS. MILLER: There are conditions that
are attached.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Conditions. That is
what I am asking. There are conditions that you
proffered. We have those. But was there an actual
agreement that was signed by both parties?

MS. MILLER: No.

CHAIRPERSON REID: So you are just
referring to the conditions that you asked to be
contained within the BZA order?

MS. MILLER: Yes. But they were

conditions that were worked out between NCS and the
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ANC.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. I just wanted
to make sure that it was not a document, an
instrument that I did not have in the package, a
separate agreement. This is one and the same that
you are referring to, just the conditions in the
resolution that was submitted by the ANC?

MS. MILLER: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MS. MILLER: I would just like to ask
NCS if they agree to be bound by the liaison
committee conditions that are a part of the ANC
resolution which calls for the establishment of a
liaison committee, and which give that liaison
committee the authority to revise the use
conditions?

MR. CARR: We do.

MS. MILLER: I would also like to know
what current activities by outside groups or
individuals are curtailed or eliminated by the
agreement with the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association?

MR. CARR: As I mentioned in my earlier
answer, we expect the level of activity to be
somewhat similar to what we experience today. We

may have other users emerge from the community that
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request either field use or building use. Our
agreement with the Citizens Association curtails the
maximum at any one time on the fields to 40, and in
the facility to 50. So it is possible that a
community request could be for numbers of people
greater than those. But that remains to be seen.

We haven't seen that kind of request yet, is my
understanding.

MS. MILLER: Does it eliminate use
during the week of groups such as Stoddard Soccer or
any other groups like that?

MR. CARR: There is on outside field use
during the week. The field use during the week is
restricted to the school population and the
foundation community.

MS. MILLER: I have some questions
related to parking. How many students or faculty or
staff park on the street or elsewhere in the
neighborhood? I know your testimony seemed to
address those that parked on Woodley Road, but how
about other streets in the surrounding neighborhood?

MR. SLADE: Yes. I mentioned that we
had estimated that about a dozen park on Woodley
Road. We think in addition to that, approximately
35 park in the community on a typical day.

MS. MILLER: Is there a policy for
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student parking or trying to minimize parking on the
neighborhood streets?

MS. UNDERWOOD: I am Aggie Underwood,
Headmistress. The school is currently working on a
parking plan that would require that every student
and staff member have a sticker identifying them as
students or faculty and staff of the National
Cathedral School. As you know, we have a number of
assigned places on the close for faculty and staff.

The stickers would be affixed to the
automobiles. Obviously we would assign spaces in
the garage to faculty and students, but we would be
able to monitor who was parking in the neighborhood.
Should they park illegally or do anything
inappropriate, we would have a telephone number at
school. Neighbors could call. Those students would
be sent directly to the headmistress for discipline.

(Laughter.)

MS. MILLER: Is there a person
designated for parking issues, at school for student
parking on the street?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Richard Dirksen.

MS. MILLER: Okay. I don't have any
further questions.

MR. DERNOGA: Thank you, Madam Chairman.

Thomas Dernoga. I would like to call on Catherine
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Armour first.

CHAIRPERSON REID: What is the correct
pronunciation of your name? Dernoga?

MR. DERNOGA: Dernoga.

CHATRPERSON REID: Dernoga. Thank you.

MR. DERNOGA: As it's written, believe
it or not.

Ms. Armour, you have testified as to a
specific amount of space above grade. What does
that consist of exactly?

MS. ARMOUR: You are talking about the
net square feet. I believe it said it was 4,300-
some odd square feet.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. When you speak to
that, you can use any of the exhibits if you wish,
what building, what part of the building is above
grade?

MS. ARMOUR: It is what we call the
entry pavilion. That would be the atrium having the
two fire exits, an additional fire exit, an
elevator, janitor's closet, and some administrative
spaces.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. So it is your
testimony that when you are speaking of square
footage above grade, it would be the entry pavilion

that is in the center of this exhibit?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. That is correct.

MR. DERNOGA: And you don't consider any
of the rest of the facility to be above grade?

MS. ARMOUR: ©No. We do not. Nor would
our mechanical or structural engineers actually.

MR. DERNOGA: Now as I understand from
recent information you have submitted into the
record, the minimum size required for this lot is
5,000 square feet?

MS. ARMOUR: I have to check that. Are
you reading off the zoning computations?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes. On the last page of
that submission.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes, yes, yes.

MR. DERNOGA: And you are providing 2
million square feet of space?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. The lot is
considered, legally the lot is the entire Cathedral
close.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Then that is what
the percentage lot occupancy is, only 13 percent?

MS. ARMOUR: That is correct.

MR. DERNOGA: Based on the entire 2
million-plus square footage?

MS. ARMOUR: That is correct.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. So you are not

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

limiting yourself to just the 4.5 acres that you
have spoken of?

MS. ARMOUR: Perhaps you misunderstand
the role of the architect. It is not my job to
limit myself. We are given a particular site, which
is assigned to us prior to accepting the program.

MR. DERNOGA: I didn't mean you
personally. I meant in terms of the computation,
you weren't limited to the computation of 4.5 acres.
It's one lot?

MS. ARMOUR: I believe that we can't
limit it to the site that we were given. It is one
lot.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Now on the sheet
that is prior to the one that you have in your hand,
the zoning computation, there is a fact sheet.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: This was in the March 31st
submission to the Board. It should be in your file.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: It is the very last two
pages of that. There were some facts about how big,
how wide, that type of thing.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Is there a tab?

MR. DERNOGA: It wasn't tabbed.

MS. ARMOUR: It looks 1like this.
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MR. DERNOGA: It was a group of
documents. Now according to this, the distance from
the proposed building to the nearest Woodley
neighbor is 244 feet.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: What is that calculation
based on?

MS. ARMOUR: That is based on a computer
digitized dimensional line drawing between our
building. Let me show you where.

MR. DERNOGA: What I meant was from
which building to which house?

MS. ARMOUR: It's from this corner of
the building to the nearest house across the street,
which is -- I don't know the name of the house,
perhaps someone from the school, the owner of that.
Directly across the street. 1It's next to Taft I
think. This is Taft's over there.

MR. DERNOGA: Thank you. So you don't
consider the facility itself, the main facility, to
be part of the building or why is that left out?

MS. ARMOUR: I am sorry, I didn't
understand your question.

MR. DERNOGA: The building comes right,
if I understand, within 28 feet of the street.

MS. ARMOUR: It is now 30 feet.
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MR. DERNOGA: Thirty feet of the street.
You are not measuring from the edge of the athletic
facility to the nearest home, are you?

MS. ARMOUR: Well, two things. First of
all, that part of the building is underground, for
all intents and purposes, mechanically in terms of
structural, it is underground at that point. So we
were talking about the building above grade.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. I was just trying
to be clear.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: You are building this
essentially right now on what are currently tennis
courts. That is correct?

MS. ARMOUR: Our building would be
replacing underneath the level of what are tennis
courts.

MR. DERNOGA: Let me grab another
exhibit. Excuse me. Looking at this exhibit, it
shows the general layout of upper field where the
structure will go, and the lower field. What is the
current elevation of the tennis courts where the
upper field is referenced?

MS. ARMOUR: I don't know it off the top
of my head. Perhaps Mr. Stevenson does.

MR. STEVENSON: My name is Brian
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Stevenson. The approximate elevation is about 306,
I believe.

MR. DERNOGA: And when this structure is
completed, what will the elevation of the actual
roof field be, where it says the upper field?

MS. ARMOUR: It changes because it's
pitched across the field, that at the edge where the
entry building is, and at the other edge, it is
approximately 330 and 8 inches.

MR. DERNOGA: So how high is that? It's
24 feet above current, where the tennis courts are,
from 306 to 3307

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: And what is the highest
point on the field, the center of it?

MS. ARMOUR: Currently?

MR. DERNOGA: No. When you build it
with the pitched field, what will the highest point
be?

MS. ARMOUR: It see. It is one foot
above that.

MR. DERNOGA: One foot above that.

MS. ARMOUR: So it will be 331.

MR. DERNOGA: So I want to show the east
elevation from 34th Street. This is not the best

exhibit. Feel free to point out a better exhibit.
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MS. ARMOUR: We are trying to see the
east elevation from 34th?

MR. DERNOGA: From that side. Do you
have a better exhibit?

MS. ARMOUR: Are you looking at this
lower east elevation? I think there is a more
current drawing.

MR. DERNOGA: I had a feeling there
might be. There are a lot of drawings.

As I understand your testimony from
earlier, the height of the wall as shown from 34th
Street has an exposed wall of between 19 feet, 4
inches, and 22 feet, 2 inches.

MS. ARMOUR: That's right.

MR. DERNOGA: Now that's less than it
used to be under your prior drawings. What changed?

MS. ARMOUR: Well, we have been able to
change two things. Well actually, three things. We
lowered the building initially by 14 inches. We
reduced by -- I guess we reduced here by 1 foot, 4
inches. The parapet of the wall is sitting up over
the field. We have added burns on both ends of the
field, which was actually a suggestion by one of the
neighbors at a December ANC meeting.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Now by reducing

what you have referred to as the parapet of the
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wall, as I understand it, you have now exposed an
additional two feet of chainlink fence to the
neighborhood. 1Is that correct?

MS. ARMOUR: Not exactly correct. I
believe we previously had 6 feet exposed, and we
have 7 feet, 4. So that would be 1 foot, 4 inches.

MR. DERNOGA: So it's a foot and a half
additional exposed chainlink fence. Okay.

And you haven't actually -- you lowered
previously this wall 1 foot, 4 inches -- 14 inches.

MS. ARMOUR: We have lowered the
building 14 inches. We lowered the parapet of the
wall an additional amount.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. And you have put
now a greater berm, but essentially this building
above existing grade is how high above existing
grade?

MS. ARMOUR: Well, the grade, as you can
see, as you can see here in the model, the grade
changes. Even more dramatically than exists
currently, the grade slopes down here in this.

MR. DERNOGA: TIf you could explain what
"here" means, because the Board can't see.

MS. ARMOUR: On the southern side of the
lower field. Perhaps I can move this. The present

condition is that the grade is at a high point here,
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sloping down. There is a sort of half practice
field here adjacent to the center, the tennis
courts, which exists. So as this slopes down, the
grade changes. There's not a central point.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. But essentially
speaking, roughly speaking, are we talking 25 feet
above current grade, will this face be, the east
face?

MS. ARMOUR: Let me look to Brian for a
correction on that.

MR. DERNOGA: I only asked for an
approximate number.

MS. ARMOUR: If you could help us, there
is a pitch. Just pick a point and ask us where.

MR. DERNOGA: The center point of the
east elevation, where the upper field wall is.
Right here dead center on this wall.

Would you like me to rephrase the
guestion?

MS. ARMOUR: That would be great.

MR. DERNOGA: How high above existing
grade is this below-ground building?

MS. ARMOUR: Well, it's the same. You
are asking the same question. The point is that the
grade changes.

I can tell you, let me put it to you in
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a way that I know. How's that? 1I'll answer you in
the only way that I can.

As you can see by these contours here,
332 exists on the site, 325 exists on the site. So
if we say that this is 325 here, the edge of this
field is 330 and 7 inches. So that is 5, plus a
parapet. So let's say it is 6 feet and some-odd
inches.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. But if I am
standing out on 34th Street, right now I look across
the field and it slopes up. Is that correct?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: When this project goes in,
I will now be looking at a 20 some-foot high wall.
There's 22 feet exposed, with a berm in front of it.

MS. ARMOUR: You are presently looking
at a slope of virtually the same -- well, somewhat
less than that, maybe 5 or 6 feet less than that.
But you are presently looking at the same grade
change. It's grass rather than a stone facade.

That 1is correct.

MR. DERNOGA: This is a cross section of
Woodley?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: At both ends of Woodley.

Now as I look at the corner, I am looking at the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

righthand side of the exhibit where it shows where
the wall meets the berm, right in this area for the
Board's benefit, there is, as I think as you have
acknowledged, an exposed --

MS. ARMOUR: Four feet 2, and 10 feet 2.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. In that location,
it's 10 feet 27

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Underneath it, there's 7
foot of wall that you have now bermed over?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. So there's 17 feet

MS. ARMOUR: Well, actually it's not 7
feet. It is more than 30 feet, 30-something feet.
That wall is a continuation of the building wall.
It's actually the gym below grade.

MR. DERNOGA: That is my point.
Essentially now, if you look at where the street
grade is, you have 17 feet of building sticking up
above street grade. Isn't that correct?

MS. ARMOUR: I would say that you have a
7 foot berm and you have 4 feet 2, or 10 feet 2. 1If
you want to measure from the street grade to the top
of the berm, yes, you have 17 feet.

MR. DERNOGA: Correct. This is my
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point. If I am standing, this is probably about 35
or 40 feet, currently I am looking down at tennis
courts?

MS. ARMOUR: No. You are looking up at
that.

MR. DERNOGA: Currently.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. There is a concrete
plinth or pedestal on which the tennis courts sit.

MR. STEVENSON: Perhaps I could answer
that better. My name is Brian Stevenson. If you
were standing in Woodley Road looking at the tennis
courts, you would see all of the existing planting
that is currently screening the tennis courts.

MR. DERNOGA: Forgetting the screening,
in terms of elevation, the tennis courts are
depressed below street grade, aren't they?

MR. STEVENSON: That is correct. Yes,
they are.

MS. ARMOUR: I think it changes as you
go from the west to the east.

MR. DERNOGA: That is probably correct.
But when this project is built, there will now be as
much as a 17-foot wall that I will be looking at.

MS. ARMOUR: I think that there will be

MR. DERNOGA: A 17-foot structure of
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some kind, dirt, stone wall.

MS. ARMOUR: There would be a 7-foot
berm, and then a 4 foot or 10 foot structure,
depending on where you are on Woodley Road.

MR. DERNOGA: Now in your street
elevation here, it is my understanding you say that
it's 30 feet from the street to the wall?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: And maybe I just don't
have this correct, but we measured from the street
to the houses at the west end. I guess that will be
the top picture. It is about 70 feet from the
street to the house structure. Why does it not
appear -- why does it appear that these are exactly
the same or almost exactly the same distance from
the curb to the house?

MR. STEVENSON: I will answer that
question. Brian Stevenson again. We did not have
the benefit of being able to exactly measure the
distance of the houses from the street, nor the
elevations of the houses from the street. We made a
curbside review of what those elevations and
distances were and estimated them.

MR. DERNOGA: Pointing out your exhibit
of the close site plan, and you can see from the

block in of the houses that they are much further
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back than this, than what was shown on the cross
sections. Isn't that correct?

MR. STEVENSON: The cross sections are
not taken where the houses on that map appear.

MR. DERNOGA: Let me put it to you this
way. Would I be correct in assuming that the cross
section does not accurately represent where the
houses are on the north side of Woodley, to scale at
least?

MR. STEVENSON: The cross sections
drawn? Is that your question?

MR. DERNOGA: The question is, this
cross section showing the distance, the relative
distance from the curb to the houses on the north
side of Woodley, and from the curb to the wall.
Would it be fair to say that this is not correctly
drawn to scale?

MR. STEVENSON: I would say based on
subsequent information that we have received since
these were drawn, I believe you would find that the
houses are further away from Woodley Road than show
on those sections.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. I'll take that as a
yves, I believe.

MR. STEVENSON: You can take that as a

yes. We believe, however, that the elevation of the
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houses, while still approximated, is close to
correct.

MR. DERNOGA: I didn't even dispute
that. But I guess that my point would be, would you
care to measure? Do you have something to measure
this with? It is my understanding that this shows
it about 35 feet off the curb. It is actually about
70 feet off the curb.

Madam Chairman, I don't think it is
helpful if the witnesses receive information from
other people in the audience while they are
testifying. He is an expert. He should be able to
testify.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I understand that,
but nonetheless, we don't have control over an
expert witness speaking to or conferring with any of
the other witnesses.

MR. DERNOGA: That gentleman was not a
witness.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Well, any other
person.

MR. STEVENSON: The answer to your
qguestion is on the section at the west end or the
uphill end, this shows the house at 39 feet back
from the curb. At the east end, it shows the house

at 45 feet back from the curb.
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MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Now between the two
of you, you made a couple of statements in your
earlier testimony, one of which is that the HPRB has
approved the location, the size, and the height of
the wall for this project. It is my understanding
that with the HPRB approved at the first meeting,
was the staff report which contained -- and I am
going to lay out the basis of the question for the
foundation. They adopted a staff report which said
that the wall should be -- the applicant should
attempt to reduce the wall by 8 to 10 feet, and look
at setting back the structure from the curb.

Subsequently, as I understand it, the
HPRB approved a second staff report, which again
encouraged the applicant to reduce the height of the
wall, I forget the exact terminology, you may have
it in front of you, I think to the extent practical,
to the extent feasible, something to that effect.
Have you complied with that?

MS. ARMOUR: We have complied. We have
been working with them lately, almost a daily basis.
I believe they feel that we have complied with it.

I believe that the terminology was
feasible. One of the board members had made the
comment that he wished we could reduce it 8 to 10

feet. Granted that that was off the top of his

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

head, and that at that time in December, he didn't
understand the physical constraints of the site.

In the subsequent HPRB presentation,
when we were able to present the physical
constraints of the site, they did approve our
building in its current elevation and location. I
think the discussion --

MR. DERNOGA: Who approved it?

MS. ARMOUR: The HPRB.

MR. DERNOGA: At their last meeting?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. However, the point of
contention that I think you are trying to get to is
the fence. They asked us to study the fence in
terms of its materials and its transparency.

MR. DERNOGA: It was my understanding
that they adopted the staff report.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Which contained the
reference to reducing it to the extent feasible. So
I am not sure why you are saying that they approved
the --

MR. QUIN: May I object? The record
will speak for itself. I have the transcript of the
action of the HPRB and the report. You will see
that the report was submitted earlier, and the HPRB

approved the project as it was presented to HPRB. I
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would like to submit copies of the transcript of
that proceeding and the report for the record.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, Mr. Quin
said that this report speaks for itself, and then he
just told you what it spoke to. I was trying to get
the witness who testified to this earlier to clarify
what her statement is. I don't think it's
inappropriate.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Are you referring to
the HPRB report that was submitted as part of our
package as well?

MR. DERNOGA: 1It's dated February --
what was the date on the subsequent one?

MR. QUIN: The subsequent hearing was
Thursday, February 25th. This is the transcript
which spells out precisely what they approved.

MR. DERNOGA: Now there was testimony
earlier that the lower field is not being raised in
elevation. It was my understanding that the
original plan submitted to the HPRB increased the

elevation something like 4 or 5 feet above current

grade.

MS. ARMOUR: No. That has never been
the case. It was at 309, and remains at 3009.

MR. DERNOGA: I would like to run the
video. I am not sure who is responsible for running
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the video.

MR. QUIN: May it please the
Chairperson. Page 65 of the transcript.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. I was
looking at our packages for a submission that we
have. We don't have the transcript.

MR. QUIN: It is being passed out right
now.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay. We do have the
terms of the conditions that were proposed, that
were suggested by HPRB. That I think contains that
same information.

MR. QUIN: Page 65 gives their action.

MR. DERNOGA: Now the question I have
for you, Ms. Armour, I think you acknowledged at
least what I perceive as a problem with this video
tape, was that in the second segment, as the
traveler is moving up Woodley Road -- this is the
first segment. Now the first segment appeared to be
at eye level or at ground level. As you get to this
point, isn't it correct that it goes to a level that
is about equivalent with the field itself?

MS. ARMOUR: It does raise up. As I
mentioned in my presentation, it's a vagary of the
way the video is made and the contours that we were

not able to keep it at the 5 foot, which is
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considered eye level.

MR. DERNOGA: My point and my question
would be, doesn't that distort the perspective from
the actual scenario which would occur to someone
walking along that section?

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. But I don't believe I
ever represented it as an actual --

MR. DERNOGA: I didn't say you did. I
am just asking if that would be the case.

MS. ARMOUR: Just as an AVI or the flyby
which appears later, of course you see it from a
different view.

MR. DERNOGA: 1In respect to the flyby, I
have a couple of questions. If you could stop it
there?

The guestion will be, isn't it correct
that the point that is made about the road cross
section applies here, that the houses are shown too
close to the Woodley Road relative to the structure?

MS. ARMOUR: It's possible. As you
could see from the site plan that you yourself
pulled out, we had no topographical nor locational
information of those houses at the time that any of
these products were --

MR. DERNOGA: So that may not be a fair

representation of what the situation --
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MS. ARMOUR: I think it is an excellent
representation of the massing.

MR. DERNOGA: That was my next question.
You probably can't see. Can you rewind that once a
little bit? In terms of the massing, it appears
that the width of the facility, the field, is the
width of two houses across the street. I think your
own block diagrams will demonstrate that it is
actually 3.5 houses wide. 1In other words, isn't it
correct that the massing shown for these houses is
exaggerated?

MS. ARMOUR: Not intentionally.

MR. DERNOGA: But could it be? If you
compared it to the drawings, your own exhibits would
show how wide, how many houses across that field is?
It's about 3.5. I think if you want to pull out
your exhibit, if you could run it through.

MS. ARMOUR: We may have to just let
that run.

MR. DERNOGA: Yes, just let it run.

MS. ARMOUR: I think the concept is that
it is meant to be a representation, and not a
physically accurate. As you can see here, it is not
showing a slope up to those houses either to the
degree that some of those houses are elevated above

the field. Nor is it probably showing that some of
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the houses are closer to the street, some are
further away than are shown there.

MR. DERNOGA: It is not showing the
houses at all. Isn't this supposed to be a
representation of a pedestrian walking on the
sidewalk?

MS. ARMOUR: It was supposed to be a
representation of the experience of walking along
that road, to the degree that it could be
accomplished in a 3-dimensional video.

MR. DERNOGA: The question I was
referring to, is as this turns the corner, won't it
appear that the width of the field is only two
houses across? I think you can see it.

MS. ARMOUR: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Right there. You said
that was an excellent representation of the massing.

MS. ARMOUR: What I am saying is that I
think it is an excellent representation of the
massing related to the other structures around.

I can't tell you exactly how many of
those houses are what size, but I can tell you, for
example, that the house, the McWood house is larger
than the two houses next to it. I know that there
were, that we were not able to physically mass all

of those houses individually. It is possible that
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they took one and copied each one down the road for
the video. So it is possible that some are larger
then they should be, and some are probably closer to
the street and some are further away.

MR. DERNOGA: So you are saying this is
an excellent representation of the massing, but you
have, as I understand it, an exaggerated mass of the
houses. From a bird's eye view, you don't get any
representation of the mass of the structure.

MS. ARMOUR: I would say that they vary.
Frankly, it is wvery hard, it is very, very time
consuming to replicate a house for a video like
that. It took an enormous number of hours just to
replicate the portion of the building that we are
trying to show here, which is the main focus of our
video, was of course our own building, and not the
houses next door.

Could I just go back to your earlier
guestion?

MR. DERNOGA: I think you get redirect.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I thought I heard her
say she was going back to your earlier question to
respond to the question you asked her.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. I have no
objection.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Continue that
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guestion.

MS. ARMOUR: Thank you. I would like to
read the transcript that has been provided for me.
I didn't have it when you asked the question. This
is partway through the HPRB report. This is the

Board speaking and addressing their approval of the

project.

"I think you have a very talented
architect" -- I didn't mean to start here.

(Laughter.)

"Who has done a wonderful job addressing
the concerns. I am comfortable with the constraints

that have been raised about not being able to lower
the building any further and not being able to move
it to the south any more. I do think with this
expertise, that you will be able to work in the
gatehouse." Here it is. "I did not like the idea
that I believe was raised by Ms. Burke about looking
at alternate materials for the fence. I do think
that it needs to be studied further given their
adequate resources to be able to address this issue.
I would like to see alternatives other than
chainlink addressed."

MR. DERNOGA: And that's the comments of
one HPRB member. What was the actual motion? That

didn't sound like a motion. It sounded like a
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comment. Okay, I'll just let it go.

MR. QUIN: If you read it, page 66, it
says --

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. Sorry. I'll continue
reading, just a moment.

"T would be happy to support the staff
report with the modification that we examine other
materials in the fencing of the chainlink."

"Chairman Spate: All right. Any other
comments? Then we will accept that as a motion.

Can we get a second? Ms. Roberts: Second."

"Chairman Spate: All right. You have
heard the motion. All in favor, let it be known by
saying aye. (Chorus of ayes.) Chairman Spate: All
opposed, nay. Mr. Robertson: Nay. Chairman Spate:
The motion is carried at 1:52 p.m. The public
hearing on this matter was concluded."

MR. DERNOGA: You also reference that
the ANC has supported the project. I know there is
a resolution in the file to that effect. But didn't
the ANC also reference that the wall on Woodley Road
should be scaled back to the extent feasible?

MS. ARMOUR: I think the terminology was
that we should study scaling it back to the extent
feasible.

MR. DERNOGA: I think the resolution
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says, 1f I may quote, "The wall along Woodley Road
should be lowered or scaled back to the extent
feasible to diminish the potential adverse impact on
the neighbors' views and to be more in harmony with
the homes across the street."

MS. ARMOUR: Yes. I think NCS would
agree that we have and would continue to try to
lower to the extent feasible.

MR. DERNOGA: And to the extent
feasible, you mean with respect to the 99,000 square
foot structure?

MS. ARMOUR: No. I mean with respect to
all of the design considerations and constraints on
the site.

MR. DERNOGA: Well, constraints on the
design consideration. It is possible to build a
smaller building, isn't it?

MS. ARMOUR: I think there are physical
constraints to the site and other issues that NCS
brings to the project, as well as the program size.

MR. DERNOGA: The programs, right. My
guestion is, if you constructed this building
smaller, less than the 99,000 square foot, couldn't
you in doing that reduce the actual --

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, I would

like to object to that question.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: 1I'll sustain. She
answered the question.

MR. DERNOGA: I didn't understand the
answer.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Repeat what you said.

MS. ARMOUR: I said that there are a
variety of constraints, both physical and that an
institution or client brings to the project
themselves.

CHATRPERSON REID: Does that not answer
your question?

MR. DERNOGA: Not exactly, Madam
Chairman. I think the point that I am trying to get
at is that they refused to consider a smaller --

CHAIRPERSON REID: You can't, you cannot
testify.

MR. DERNOGA: I know, but that is what I
am trying to ask.

CHAIRPERSON REID: The question to her
was could it have been made smaller. She said there
were constraints.

MR. DERNOGA: I am talking about could
you. Her answer is they --

CHATRPERSON REID: That there were
constraints. Now let's move to the next question,

because that's been already answered.
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MR. DERNOGA: I believe you testified
it's your view that this satisfies the zoning
ordnance requirement that the project not have
adverse impacts on the surrounding community.

MS. ARMOUR: I don't think those are my
words, but I can get them for you.

MR. DERNOGA: Sure.

MS. ARMOUR: I believe that my statement
was that based on our observations and experience
pursuant to section 206 of the zoning regulations,
we believe this project would not be objectionable
to the adjoining and surrounding communities.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. So you have a
familiarity of some type with the zoning
regulations?

MS. ARMOUR: To the degree that we need
to as architects, yes. I am not a specialist in
that field.

MR. DERNOGA: In looking at the special
exception rules under the zoning ordnance, it
appears that a parking garage is permitted by
special exception in certain zones, not including
this zone.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, I object
to the question. He is making his own comment.

There is no basis. This witness did not testify as
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to the parking garages, as to whether it was
required under any other section of the regulations
or not. It's a special exception.

CHAIRPERSON REID: She didn't testify to
that.

MR. DERNOGA: I have no other questions.

CHAIRPERSON REID: There was the ANC.
Was there another ANC representative other than
yourself?

MS. ARMOUR: No.

CHATRPERSON REID: Just come forward and
just say no. Then there are no other persons here
to cross examine today?

Seeing none, we move now to government
reports?

MR. DERNOGA: That was my only questions
to that witness.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Oh. I thought it was
too good to be true. I see.

MR. DERNOGA: There's a lot of
witnesses. I think the next one will probably be
the most questions that I have, and then I will have
very few for anyone else.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Continue with
your questioning.

MR. DERNOGA: Ms. Underwood.
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Just for clarification, the special
exception that is being sought for this use is for a
private school?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: And as a functional
matter, is there any difference between the function
of NCS as a private school and a public school, or
are they essentially the same type of use?

MS. UNDERWOOD: They are both
educational institutions. There are certainly
differences between them.

MR. DERNOGA: I acknowledge that.

Now as I understand it then, the
athletic facility is an accessory use to the NCS
school?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Yes. It is part of our
educational program, central to it.

MR. DERNOGA: Central to it, okay. But
it's not connected to the NCS buildings in any way.
Is it?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Restate the question,
please. What is "it's"?

MR. DERNOGA: It's not directly adjacent
to any of the NCS buildings, is it?

MS. UNDERWOOD: The athletic facility

proposed here?
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MR. DERNOGA: Yes.

MS. UNDERWOOD: No. It is down the
block.

MR. DERNOGA: It wasn't really a hard
guestion. Now the special exception that you are
seeking, you're not seeking a special exception for
anything like an arena, an armory, community center?

MS. UNDERWOOD: No.

MR. DERNOGA: Community building?

MS. UNDERWOOD: No.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Could you explain
why NCS needs a facility 83,000 square feet, plus
the parking garage?

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, I would
like to object to this, and state very clearly what
my objection is to. The Board receives an
application. It does not enter into the
programmatic questioning of a use. If this use, if
this proposal as it is proposed to the Board meets
the standards of the regulations, then you should
grant it. If it doesn't, then you should deny it.

To get into the programmatic aspects,
just as the HPRB decided, was beyond the scope of
that agency. So if Mr. Dernoga is going into
discussion of what the requirements are, I would

submit that that is beyond the scope of this
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application. We have an application that is before
you. We have stated the square footages and a
little bit of the background. It should stand on
that. That is the basis of my objection to that
line of questioning.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, I find
that quite troubling. On the first part, NCS was
very proud to base a large part of their direct
examination on the absolute need for this type of
facility, including the size. They talked about the
general programmatic need. As you just heard, when
I attempted to cross examine Ms. Armour, the claims
that we cannot reduce the height, we cannot reduce
the size or the setbacks are based on these
programmatic needs.

It is the view of the neighborhood, my
clients in the neighborhood, that this facility is
much too large. It's on a portion of the site
that's really inappropriate because of the
surrounding neighborhood, and that because of the
size, specifically because of the size, the impacts
are very adverse and not in harmony with the
purposes of the zoning regulations.

If the argument against that is we have
to have it, we need it, and that was part of their

testimony, it doesn't make sense that we cannot
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explore what the basis is of this need.

I think what we would proffer is that we
are going to demonstrate that there is not a need
for this sized facility, not even close to this size
facility.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, need is
not a requirement of the special exception. I have
no objection to -- while I might not agree with him,
I have no objection to their testifying in any
detail as to why they believe that this particular
facility is too large, not large enough, how it
compares to a matter of right. That is totally up
to them.

But as to getting into the program, I do
not think that is a requirement or is even a
standard of the regulations under section 206.

MR. DERNOGA: May I respond again, Madam
Chair? As an extreme matter, and this is one of the
reasons I asked a question. Private school is not
defined in the zoning ordinance, but public school
is. Public school defines it to be the school
structure or school buildings, including accessory
uses. It lists the accessory uses, and includes
this type of facility as an accessory use.

It would be our position that if what

they are building is so far out-sized compared to
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their needs, it ceases to be an accessory use and
becomes a principal use. That essentially is what
is going on here. This is a proffer.

The current facilities that they have
are 10,000 square feet, according to them. This
facility is 83,000 square feet, not counting the
parking garage. While they are saying that there is
no increase in the number of students and really no
increase in the amount of use of their facilities,
overall use and impact, they need a facility that is
eight times larger. So it seems quite relevant as
to what is driving this need, because if you didn't
need it this large, then you could do some of the
reductions that my clients feel is appropriate, and
make it an acceptable neighborhood facility.

Let me rephrase that. Acceptable
facility in harmony with the neighborhood. But at
this size, the impacts are just too great. So we
feel that until they can demonstrate why they have
to have an eight-fold increase, really there is not
a basis for the proposal.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Madam Director, let
me ask you, in the instance, is it inappropriate for
the response of what that --

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Actually, I don't

think it is appropriate. Actually it was covered in
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the direct in reference to I believe a study that
they did that would determine, I mean this was my
understanding or at least recollection from
testimony. I am not testifying as a witness, I am
just trying to recall, that the school hired a firm
to do sort of a use study to determine what size of
facility would be appropriate, given their school.
That is what they based it on.

CHATRPERSON REID: So she does not have
to respond as to why or the --

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: We really don't
get into the programmatic needs. I mean a private
school is allowed as a special exception in this
district as a special exception. We don't normally
go into the programmatic needs.

MR. QUIN: A public school I might say,
is permitted as a matter of right.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Sustained.
You raised so many technical issues in the record.

MR. DERNOGA: Could I make one response
to the director?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Sure.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: I was just going
to say in talking with court counsel, if you still
have a lot of concerns, then you can do it as a

motion at the end and we will address it that way.
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MR. DERNOGA: Okay. The only point that
I would make is exactly the point that you just
made, which is they testified to the study that
drives this. Our whole point is that study does not
demonstrate what they are talking about. So the
evidence that they have introduced or suggested to
you, which they have not produced, does not support
their claims. It seems if they are allowed to
directly make this claim, we should be allowed to
explore it.

MR. QUIN: Mr. Dernoga, if you recall,
Ms. Underwood's testimony said specifically that
while need is not a criteria, that was her wording
precisely. She was giving some background as to how
they got to the square footage, but it was not in
any way based on any criteria that we know. You
couldn't place the Board in the position of getting
into determining the programmatic details of an
educational institution.

MR. DERNOGA: I would I guess cease this
line of questioning. I would like to object to that
on the record.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Very
well.

MR. DERNOGA: I guess I would just raise

to the Board the point that if the claims are we
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cannot reduce the size of the building, there is

some question as to whether or not that is true from

a number --

MS. PRUITT-WILLTIAMS: That probably
would be best held in your testimony and not at
cross examination.

MR. DERNOGA: I understand. I just
wanted to make sure that point was clear. I will
say that will shorten the cross examination.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Do you have more
questions of this witness?

MR. DERNOGA: I might. I am just
checking. I am quickly eliminating a lot of
guestions.

The question I have is as I understand
it from the 1985 decision before, the BZA decision
for the National Cathedral School, they limited
enrollment to 546 students. Is that what you
propose to continue with?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Yes. There is some
latitude there, a few students more or a few
students less. I am not exactly sure of the
parameters of that. We can find that out.

The reason is, in education, when we
accept a student we don't know whether the student

will accept us. So sometimes we have slightly more
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students,

students.

but also colleges and universities.

and sometimes we have slightly fewer

It is a problem that only schools face,

So we can't be

precise to the exact number.

MR. DERNOGA:
question I'll ask is what
If you can't remember the
exceed --

MS. UNDERWOOD:

MR. DERNOGA:
understanding it is about

MS. UNDERWOOD:

MR. DERNOGA:

MS. UNDERWOOD:

I appreciate that. The

is the current enrollment?

exact number, does it
It is more than 546.

Okay. It is my

577. Is that more --
That's too big.

Too big?

I can certainly get you

the number, or I could expel a few students and

reduce it quickly.
(Laughter.)
MR. DERNOGA:
opposed.
MS. UNDERWOOD:
get you the number.
and leave from town.

say this,

leave town and come back to town.

affects the number.

Washington is a city,

I don't think we are that

I certainly am happy to

It does change as students come

if T may

where we have students whose families

So that also

The number changes during the

course of the year for a number of reasons.
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MR. DERNOGA: Okay. A couple more
qguestions. I would preface it with if you don't
feel you are proper person, that would be fine.
Based on some of your testimony, this is one that
has crossed over a number of different witnesses.
It is about use of the facility, non-school use.

The generalized testimony is that there
should not be much, if any, increase in the non-
school activities. My question is, what is the
current non-school activity? Can you or anyone
state what that is? The level of activity.

MS. UNDERWOOD: I am going to pass that
on. Because while I see the use when I walk around
the block with my old dog, I don't always know
exactly how many there are. We can get you that
number.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, I'm sorry,
but on that last question Mr. Dernoga asked, I would
just refer you to the order of the Board, if there
is any question about what is permitted.
Specifically, paragraph 11 that was at Tab D in our
pre-hearing statement, which talks about the number
of students and that the Board finds it appropriate
to condition approval of this application to the
existing number of students and faculty with an

adjustment of five percent to accommodate deviation.
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MS. UNDERWOOD: Bob Carr will.

MR. CARR: The current use is a
combination of really three different experiences.
One is our use of the playing fields by such groups
as Stoddard Soccer. They sometimes may have from 20
to 30 people on the field at one time. We also have
a tennis club with about 185 to 200 members. It
certainly depends on whether you are playing singles
or doubles on our eight tennis courts. So that may
range from say 25 to 32. Then the full indoor gym
and the smaller indoor gym, we also make available
to groups such as Jazzercize, basketball teams, and
people such as that.

It is, I would say, in summary, we have
the field use. We have got the tennis club. We
have about another dozen or so users who use the
gyms. We could give you more detail on that, but I
think the substance is that when you aggregate those
uses together, maybe up to 30 on the fields, 30 on
the courts, and another dozen to 25 in the indoor
buildings, is my sense of it.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Now the fields are
not currently rented out. Is that correct?

MR. CARR: The field, the main field is
frequently rented out, yes. It depends on the

season. It depends on our opinion about whether the
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field can stand the additional use in the
summertime. Some years it is, some years it's not.

MR. DERNOGA: At the present time, how
much revenue does NCS generate from these rental
fees from these uses?

MR. CARR: I could check with the
financial officer. I would say it's a very small
percentage of our total income.

MR. DERNOGA: It depends what your
income is. It's my understanding it's about
$100,000 a year, give or take. 1Is that in the
ballpark?

MS. UNDERWOOD: Well, there's more in
that number than the rental of fields and courts for
basketball or whatever. That also includes the
rental of our facilities at Hearst Hall, which we
will occasionally rent for concerts or for weddings,
should you be so inclined, Mr. Dernoga.

(Laughter.)

MS. UNDERWOOD: Oh I see. You had your
hand behind your back.

MR. DERNOGA: I'm sorry.

MS. UNDERWOOD: Other proposed kinds of
activities. I think our chief financial officer,
Mr. Dirksen is here. He would be happy to answer

that in more detail.
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MR. QUIN: Before you do that, I am not
sure that this has any relevance to the standards
whatsoever. But if the Board wishes to have us
answer, we can answer.

MR. DERNOGA: Just a proffer to the
Board.

CHAIRPERSON REID: If you have the
figure and no objection, then just please, to
accommodate Mr. Dernoga.

MR. DERNOGA: Just a proffer to the line
of questioning. There has been a statement that
there is not going to be an increase in use. We are
trying to determine do they know what the use is,
and what is the basis of the expectation of future
use.

MR. DIRKSEN: My name is Richard
Dirksen. I am the school's chief financial officer.
For the record, I signed a witness card last time I
was here, but not today. I trust that's okay. Yes,
I was sworn in earlier with the group.

MS. PRUITT-WILLIAMS: Could you give us
another witness card, please, when you finish?

MR. DIRKSEN: I would be happy to.

The school rents out its facilities and
in terms of fields, in terms of the gymnasium, the

Procter gymnasium, and also the Whidbey Center. We
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also rent out the Hearst Auditorium, which is our
main rental facility for wedding receptions and
things like that.

The facilities rented out for athletic
purposes, which would be in theory transferred down
to this location, typically we will -- I think we
have a ceiling price of $100 an hour. That in 95
percent of the cases is discounted back to
charitable groups down to about $50 or $55,
depending on the group. We have a flexible
agreement or arrangement with just about every group
that rents there.

Currently, in the course of a year, we
deal with about 15 to 20 different groups, ranging
from Stoddard Soccer has been mentioned, Jazzercize
has been mentioned. There are about five different
law firms that have basketball teams that like to
play at our gym. A variety of uses of that sort.

We have youth groups that like to do
indoor soccer at our gyms during the winter. We
have neighborhood groups that like to have birthday
parties, whenever they want to do that.

The gross revenue in the current year's
budget is somewhere around $110,000. The net
revenue from those sources might be about $50,000.

But that does not include any setbacks for staffing
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or other kinds of things like that.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Is it the NCS
position that that amount will not be increasing as
a result of using this facility?

MR. DIRKSEN: I can't make that
statement right now, because I have no idea what the
usage i1s going to look like a year and a half from
now, when we hopefully put into position, in line
with the new usage agreements. We have not priced
that out at this point.

MR. DERNOGA: I understood the --

MR. CARR: Could I supplement that
answer just by pointing out --

MR. DERNOGA: I was going to ask you a
guestion.

MR. CARR: I thought you just asked
whether revenue was going to increase or not. I was
going to answer that. I think without being able to
make any precise predictions, which certainly we
can't, I think our order of magnitude belief is that
that number may in fact fall since the tennis club
is probably the most active part of that equation
that is used today that will not continue to
function.

So we can't predict the exact numbers.

As I mentioned earlier, I think the ceilings agreed
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to with the neighborhood, you can see are not very
different from the uses --

MR. DERNOGA: By the neighborhood, you
mean with --

MR. CARR: With the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association, doesn't differ very much from
the use pattern that currently exists. So I think
in terms of order of magnitude, that is the order of
magnitude that will occur. But we can't obviously
give you a precise prediction.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. You are talking
about the use not change in degree. Would it be a
fair assessment that relocating, particularly the
indoor uses from up near Wisconsin Avenue down to
this end of the closed property, will instill a
different level of use that people, the residents in
this area are not used to?

MR. CARR: The different level of use,
as Dodge addressed, is really intended to make more
athletic and health or wellness activities available
to members of our student population.

MR. DERNOGA: That's not the question.

MR. CARR: Well, you asked about use.

MR. DERNOGA: The question is will
moving the level of activity from the Wisconsin

Avenue area over to this corner add a greater level
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of use to this part of the property that the current
residents are not familiar with?

MR. CARR: I was answering the question.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay.

MR. CARR: The answer is two-fold. One,
the level of use by this same student population,
which is around the 550 number, will intensify
because the reason it is being built is to make more
athletic experiences available consistently for all
parts of the student population, intermurals, JV,
varsity, showers, lockers. We are hoping that all
kids can participate actively, whether they are an
interscholastic athlete or not.

Secondly, we think with respect to
outside use, that the use will be quite similar to
the pattern that exists today. We think the impact
will be far less because we are moving that locus of
activity within the close itself, where there is an
abundance of parking that is proximate, that is
closer than that on the public street in the
neighborhood.

So it is our opinion that the level of
use will not significantly change, as verified by
the Citizens Association ceilings, and that there is
more parking available interior in the close in this

location. We are taking away the tennis club, which
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is a very active use on the edge next to Woodley
Road.

MR. DERNOGA: If I understand your
testimony then, you are saying that the people who
live in these houses along Woodley and along 34th --
actually they are not shown here, the houses along
Woodley and the houses along 34th Street, they are
not going to experience any greater level of use in
their portion of the neighborhood? That appears to
be what you testified.

MR. CARR: I would suggest to you that
the field use will be quite similar to that that
occurs today. Because the upper field is used for
practices now, they will have an almost full-sized
field to practice on rather than having several
teams practice on the smaller space. There
certainly will be a relocation of the interior use
from the site to the north of Woodley Road to the
south of Woodley Road. But that is happening
interior to the site. That is access through a
traffic pattern that occurs mainly to the interior,
behind a wall, with adequate interior parking.

So I personally don't think there will
be a significant change in the use pattern.

MR. THOMPSON: Dodge Thompson. In some

respects, actually the use in some aspects the use
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will decease, because right now, tennis club members
can come at dawn, 6:30 now, 7:00 in the morning, and
play until dusk. However, under the current
guidelines, the fieldhouse itself won't open during
the week until 9:00. There will be no use of the
fields during the week, which might otherwise have
been at this point in time used by Stoddard or other
community groups after the NCS girls were through
with the facilities. So in some respects, it will
decline.

MR. DERNOGA: It is my understanding
that the current non-school use of those fields is
very limited.

MR. QUIN: Is that a question?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes. That is a question
to Mr. Thompson.

CHAIRPERSON REID: That is not a
guestion.

(Laughter.)

MR. DERNOGA: Am I correct in my
understanding that the current use of those fields,
non-school use is very limited at this time?

MR. THOMPSON: I would say it is
variable.

MR. DERNOGA: Now you, as a group, you

have touted your use agreement with Cleveland Park
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Citizens Association.

MR. THOMPSON: And with the ANC.

MR. DERNOGA: Yes. Have you reached any
agreement with any of the neighbors who actually
border on the property?

MR. CARR: We believe their interests
have been addressed by the ANC. That is the ANC's
mission and responsibility.

MR. DERNOGA: Mr. Carr, how could you
say that? The question is, have you reached an
agreement with anybody bordering on your property
who I represent? Have you reached an agreement with
any of them?

MR. CARR: We have not reached an
agreement with your clients.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. They are in
essence, it i1s the people who live closest to the
site. 1Is that correct?

MR. CARR: I think you should tell me
who your clients are.

MR. DERNOGA: They are listed in the
record.

MR. CARR: We have not reached agreement
with your clients. I can't speak to the exact
people who are your clients, but we have not.

That's true.
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MR. DERNOGA: I understand the NCS
position to be that essentially, while there is some
revenue generated from these non-school uses, it is
really not critical to the school's financial
picture.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, I object
to the form of the question. I don't think you ask
a question by giving a complete analysis of how you
view the case. I think you ask the question that
the witness has testified to, and that is the
limitation of your cross examination.

CHAIRPERSON REID: That is correct.

MR. DERNOGA: But to some degree, I need
to lay a foundation to ask the gquestion.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Well, no. No. There
is an opportune time for testimony that would cover
the issues that you are raising. At this time is
only for the cross examination of what has been
borne out in testimony in this case.

MR. DERNOGA: I believe that deals with
the use type question. I think I have maybe a
couple of questions of Mr. Slade on parking.

CHATIRPERSON REID: Mr. Dernoga, you now
have been cross examining for an hour. Are you
pretty much wrapping up?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes. I think he was the
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last person. I'll try to make this brief.

Your study is based on the increased use
of the property?

MR. SLADE: Our study is based on the
anticipated uses of this facility, as well as the
current uses of the adjacent facilities.

MR. DERNOGA: The question I have is it
would appear that this property, the 57 acre parcel
with multiple uses, yet your study only addresses
the proposed use, the increase from proposed use.
Why did you not look at all the traffic and parking
impacts of the property?

MR. SLADE: We did address all the
traffic and parking impacts of the property, or we
believe we did.

MR. DERNOGA: The entire 57 acres?

MR. SLADE: If you cite an aspect that
we didn't address, I'll --

MR. DERNOGA: As I understand it, the
parking --

MR. SLADE: You are talking about the
entire close?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes. The 57 acres, with
all the attendant uses.

MR. SLADE: The activities on the

remaining, on the balance of the property are not
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proposed to be changed in conjunction with this
application. So we took them into account when we
looked at existing conditions.

MR. DERNOGA: Isn't the existing parking
condition that they are several hundred parking
spaces short?

MR. SLADE: Yes. I don't know whether
it's several hundred parking places short, but
whatever the existing condition is, it was taken
into account when we addressed the existing
conditions.

MR. DERNOGA: Because I thought your
conclusion was that this will provide adequate
parking for this use, and I understand for the
property as a whole.

MR. SLADE: I wasn't speaking to the
property as a whole.

MR. DERNOGA: Just to this use?

MR. SLADE: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. So you didn't
address whatever the existing deficiency may be, you
did not address those parking deficiencies?

MR. SLADE: I assume you are referring
to deficiencies that occur elsewhere on the close as
a result of some of the other uses other than NCS?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes, yes.
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MR. SLADE: Then we only addressed the
adequacy of the parking which NCS is providing for
its use.

MR. DERNOGA: Because I believe, I
forget who turned them in, but there was submitted
into the record use sharing agreements with other
entities on the close.

MR. SLADE: Correct.

MR. DERNOGA: Aren't they part of the
close that has existing parking deficiencies?

MR. SLADE: Well, I don't know whether
those two uses have deficiencies or not. I do know
that at the time when they are offering and have
agreed to make their facilities available, those
facilities are partially or completely wvacant.
Therefore, we can use them in a practical way.

MR. DERNOGA: The last set of questions.
You said that you did a recent survey of parking in
the area. When was that done?

MR. SLADE: I don't recall. I know that
during the current school year, and I believe during
this semester, was when we -- the survey I am
referring to is of the parkers on the south side of
Woodley Road.

MR. DERNOGA: Was there any athletic

event going on at that time?
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MR. SLADE: No. This was done during
the academic day, before 3:30.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. I have no further
guestions at all.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you. All
right. Those of you who are standing in the rear,
you can come up and try to find seats so that you
don't have to stand up back there.

VICE CHAIR GILREATH: Madam Chair, there
are some seats over in the central area, vacant
seats.

CHATRPERSON REID: There are a lot of
vacant seats over here.

Okay, now if there is no more cross
examination, we move now to government reports,
Office of Planning.

MR. BASTIDA: Good afternoon, Madam
Chairperson, Members of the Board. For the record,
my name is Alberto Bastida, with the D.C. Office of
Planning.

Before I go into the report, I would
like to take care of a procedural matter. At the
time that this here was convened for the first time
we had requested a waiver of our report because in
fact, we had filed it beyond the deadline. I don't

think that the case is so now, since the
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postponement. So I am not going to request a
waiver. Thank you.

CHATRPERSON REID: Very well.

MR. BASTIDA: The Office of Planning
submitted its report on February 26th. The Office
of Planning addressed site and area description, the
zoning relief. They call it analysis of
description. Then the special exception criteria.
Many of those, all of them actually, have been
addressed so far. Construction of the pass, use and
operation of the facility, traffic impacts, parking
facilitating students, teachers and visitors.

I will basically elaborate more in the
community comments and the Office of Planning
recommendations. At the time that we filed this
report, the ANC had voted on February 23, 1999, to
conditionally support this application. Those
conditions are extensive, and are detailed in the
attached enclosed report.

In addition, the National Cathedral
Neighborhood Association has expressed the strong
concerns regarding the proposal. It is detailed in
a letter of February 24, 1999, provided by Gray and
Dernoga. The Office of Planning attached that to
our report.

The NCNA has recommended that the Board
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decide to approve this application, that the 24
conditions suggested in the ANC letter of February
24, 1999 should be made on the record.

Now for the recommendation. The Office
of Planning recommends approval of the application
with the conditions stated in the ANC 3(c) report
resolution and the proposed usage guidelines. The
proposed expansion would provide NCS with the needed
fieldhouse. The new construction has been designed
in a manner that will minimize its impacts on the
campus life, in the campus itself and the
surrounding neighborhood. The placement of the
facility predominately is below grade, and would
have major cost implications. Appears to have NCS
desire to minimize impact on the close and the
neighborhood.

Further, NCS has made extensive changes
to the plans to address some of the community
concerns. The provision of 53 parking spaces seems
to be adequate to meet the needs of the school. It
exceeds the requirement of the zoning regulations by
28 parking spaces.

No changing enrollment and its staff is
also with this application. This is very improtnat.
In fact, the overall population of the school is not

going to increase by what is presently approved by
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the Board. Accordingly, the Office of Planning
recommends approval of this application. That
concludes my presentation. I will try to answer
questions you may have.

VICE CHAIR GILREATH: Mr. Bastida, have
you had an opportunity to see the Cleveland Park
user agreement? You said that the ANC recommended,
as I understood you, include those? The Cleveland
Park also has a somewhat similar kind of thing.
Have you had an opportunity to review that?

MR. BASTIDA: That is correct. I wasn't
even aware of the report until this morning. I have
not been provided with a copy.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You have to give it
to staff, Mr. Quin. That is just procedure.

MR. QUIN: I understand.

CHATRPERSON REID: Are there any other
questions of the Office of Planning?

Mr. Dernoga, do you have any questions
of the Office of Planning?

Did you, ANC representative, did you
have any questions of Mr. Bastidav?

MS. MILLER: I have none.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Very
well. Other government reports.

MR. BASTIDA: Madam Chairperson, I am
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not aware of any other government reports.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I did not have any
either. Then ANC report?

Ms. Miller, approximately how long do
you think you will need?

MS. MILLER: Ten minutes.

MR. BLANCHARD: For the record, Lyle
Blanchard, ANC Commissioner for ANC 3C-07. Single
member district. My single member district includes
the grounds of the cathedral itself.

MS. MILLER: We submitted a copy of our
resolution. Do you have that?

And I don't know whether you want a copy
of my testimony right now?

CHATRPERSON REID: Yes, please. Just
give it to the staff.

MS. MILLER: Good afternoon, Chairman
Reid and members of the Board.

My name is Ruthanne Miller. I am the
ANC Commissioner for single member district 3C-09.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay, Ms. Miller, --

MS. MILLER: Yes.

CHATRPERSON REID: -- before you start,

MS. MILLER: Yes.

CHATRPERSON REID: -- we have your
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testimony and have had it and have not been able to
read it. So I ask that you just basically give us

the salient points, the highlights, rather than to

read the entire --

MS. MILLER: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON REID: -- testimony, and
just to give us the salient points that you want to
make sure we are aware of --

MS. MILLER: Okay.

CHATRPERSON REID: -- and also for the
record.

MS. MILLER: I'll try to do that.

We had four public meetings on this
application, which were all heavily attended by
various members of the community. We passed a
resolution which was submitted to the HPRB which
addressed design issues, which you have a copy of.

We had three hearings on usage, traffic,
parking issues, and submitted a resolution, which
you also have in the record, supporting the
application with certain conditions which are
incorporated in our resolution and which also
include attachments to the resolution setting forth
guidelines on usage and construction and operating
conditions.

Let's see. What i1s most at issue I
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think today for us, and I unfortunately don't have
the authority of the whole commission to address the
usage question as it has varied with the agreement
signed by the Cleveland Park Citizens Association --
you have two commissioners -- we are two
commissioners here.

However, I want to point out differences
and would urge you not to have the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association's agreement usurp the authority
that was vested in the ANC's resolution and
conditions.

In particular, both the CPCA agreement
and the ANC resolution discuss the establishment of
a liaison committee to deal with issues of usage
that come up, and it's my position, as a
commissioner, that the ANC represents a broader
group of the community than the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association.

And in our deliberations, we were trying
to balance the adverse impact of use of the facility
on abutting neighbors and the benefits to the
community as a whole that ensue from the use of the
facility.

And therefore, we called for the
establishment of a liaison committee, but we did not

specify who exactly was going to be on that
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committee. I believe it says members of the ANC,
NCS and members of the community.

And I would just make this observation
at this point, that it appears that the liaison
committee that's in the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association is a narrower group of individuals than
we would anticipate.

We would anticipate bringing in some
individuals that live a little further away or other
individuals who would like to use the facility or
those who have -- other individuals who have
concerns about the usage of the facility who may not
fall within these particular groups identified in
their agreement.

Also, a very broad authority was worked
out between the ANC and NCS for this liaison group
to revise or adjust the guidelines without having to
go back to the BZA. We had not, at the point that
we did our resolution, filled in a lot of details
about operating hours.

We did not make them very restrictive,
and we thought that this liaison committee would
address that. Now, the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association, on the other hand, did address it, and
many of the restrictions, most likely, would not be

objectionable to the ANC, though the ANC has not had
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a chance to look at it.

But I would urge the Board to make a
condition of the application that the ANC's liaison
committee, as described in its resolution, retain
that authority to revise the usage guidelines and
not be bound forever by the agreement that the CPCA
entered into with NCS.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay, let me see if I
understand what you're saying. In your resolution,
you specified that you wanted to have -- I think it
was two representatives from the ANC. Oh, okay, ANC
3-C and NCS and the foundation and the community.

You're saying that the recommendation
made by the Cleveland Park Citizens Association was
more narrow than what you had proffered in your
resolution regarding the liaison committee?

MS. MILLER: I'm saying that the makeup
of the liaison committee most likely would not be
the same; that we most likely would have broadened
it a little more to include other members of our
community that use the facility or have concerns
about use of the facility.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You said you would
have?

MS. MILLER: We would have. We were not

consulted with respect to the makeup of the liaison
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committee that's presented in the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association's agreement.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay, I'm not sure
what you want to do because they both seem to be
similar in its structure as far as what the
recommendations are. So you're saying that you want
to include a greater radius of community
participants?

MS. MILLER: Okay, let me see if I can
clarify this. In our resolution we are given -- the
ANC has the authority to pull together a liaison
committee that has a great authority to revise the
usage guidelines at a later time without coming
before this Board.

So I'm saying two things. One is that
we want -- that was an important part of our --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Oh, I see.

MS. MILLER: -- conditions.

CHAIRPERSON REID: And that was not in
the other?

MS. MILLER: And that's not in the
other. And also I'm saying that the makeup of the
liaison committee would most likely be a little bit
different, would most likely be a little bit broader
because we represent the whole community; and that

there are many people in the community who use the
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facility or have concerns about the use of the
facility who might not be covered by the individuals
that are -- and groups identified in the Cleveland
Park Citizens Association agreement.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, well just
as a matter of the weight which the ANC's are
customarily afforded, the suggestions and
recommendations proffered in your resolution would
be what we would consider incorporating in the final
order in its entirety.

In other words, we would not leave out
things that you had submitted to us and just utilize
what was proffered to us in the agreement. So it
would be certainly a combination of both, but to
make sure that your interests would be represented
as you had proffered it to us in the resolution.

MS. MILLER: Okay.

MR. PARSONS: Madame Chair, could I jump
in here a minute?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Sure.

MR. PARSONS: When does your ANC meet
next, and could they take up this Cleveland Park
agreement and take a look at it?

MS. MILLER: Yes.

MR. PARSONS: Because theirs is quite

specific, --
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MS. MILLER: That's right.

MR. PARSONS: -- 14 members. Yours is a
little loose in that regard.

MS. MILLER: That's right, because we
had anticipated just working it out later. But we
have a public meeting scheduled for April 26th, and
we have a planning and zoning meeting scheduled for
the 19th.

So between the two dates, we could come
up with a resolution addressing this issue.

Will the record still be open?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Sure, sure. And
actually, that would be an ideal scenario for us and
this is what I raised earlier about the fact that we
have different agreements and resolutions. And if
they could get some continuity with these wvarious
items and submit it as a single document, that would
certainly be very helpful to us.

MR. GILREATH: Madame Chair, when you
have to have the Cleveland Park Association involved
and the National Cathedral -- if we're going to
package or list whereby they've all reconciled
differences in agreement -- in other words, the ANC
comes and they say they agree on this, and then the
Cleveland Park, there's some differential there; and

then, because of some changes, the NCS says well we
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agree with most of this, but we cannot agree with
that -- how are we going to get a reconciliation of
all this?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Well, most of them
appear to be the same. And I didn't hear from Ms.
Miller anything that was a contention. It was more
a concern that the issues that the ANC wanted to
have included were included.

I don't think that that would be an area
where there would be disagreement. Basically what
you're going to be doing is just compiling the
recommendations and the items in the resolution and
the agreement.

Most of the items appear to be primarily
the same, especially as far as the impact is
concerned.

MR. GILREATH: Well, are we permitted at
this point to get a response from the applicant to
see 1f they have the same mind and basically there's
no inconsistency or deviation?

CHAIRPERSON REID: If you'd like. If
you'd like to hear from the applicant, certainly.

MR. GILREATH: Mr. Quin, could you offer
your thinking on this as to whether or not the ANC's
action would be acceptable to you, or how would that

be --
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MR. QUIN: Very frankly, we saw the two
liaison committees as being two separate liaison
committees which would have different functions. It
places us in an awkward situation. We want the
support of both groups.

And we have the support. Well, I can't
say support, but the withdrawal of the opposition
would be more accurate, I think, of CPCA. CPCA, in
its liaison committee, I do not believe, has a
provision that allows adjustment after the BZA
order, whereas the ANC does.

I don't want to undercut the CPCA
because we're very proud of having reached that
agreement. If they both had some flexibility, it
would be better for us so long as those committees
voted on it.

I think -- does that speak to it? 1In
other words, we would love to see them more
concentric if they could, but we don't want to lose
-- I even hesitate to speak because I don't want to

make enemies out of the CPCA. 1It's been a long time

coming.

CHAIRPERSON REID: No, no, I think that
what we were attempting to do is to -- rather than
having two different liaison groups -- is that what
you're referring to -- to basically have it
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contained into one group that would, for all intents
and purposes, be able to address all the concerns.

MR. QUIN: Well, we would not object to
that, but I would only say that because I would
object to it i1f it required us to lose the position
of CPCA.

CHAIRPERSON REID: No, we didn't say to
lose them. We just said you're including all of the
resolutions and the agreement from the Cleveland
Park Citizens Association and adding to that.

MR. QUIN: Okay, I think there is a way
to resolve it, but --

CHAIRPERSON REID: TUnless Ms. Miller is
saying that only the ANC would have the authority or
the ability to be able to review any of the changes,
the guidelines.

In other words, are you saying that only
the ANC would have that?

MS. MILLER: I never said that only the
ANC. I mean, under our resolution, we called for
the establishment of a liaison committee also.
However, I think -- at least I, and I articulated it
at our meetings on this issue, envisioned a broader
spectrum of individuals how made up the liaison
committee.

So it's a little bit different, but
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maybe the Cleveland Park Citizens Association would
agree to broaden the liaison committee to bring in a
few more individuals and we could work out an
agreement.

This is something we would have to
discuss with our other --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Either/or. If, in
fact, it is prudent for that to occur, then
absolutely we'd like to see that done. It would
seem to me that would be a much more efficient and a
much easier manner in which to handle it.

However, if, in fact, it is not prudent
and it does not work out well, then if the applicant
is agreeable to allowing two liaison committees to
meet and to work with them, then that is -- so
that's fine.

MR. BLANCHARD: Madame Chairperson,
until we have a chance to meet as a full ANC, it's
not something --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Well, Mr. Parsons had
mentioned that in that you are -- you do have
scheduled meetings prior to our deliberations on
this matter, on this particular case, then we can
leave the record open for vyou to submit to us
whatever the resolution was or whatever the

conclusion was of your meeting to see how you could
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best handle this particular issue.

MR. BLANCHARD: I know speaking on just
my single member district, I've reviewed these. I
actually got this last night, and I support the
usage guidelines the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association has agreed to.

And I think Commissioner Miller does as
well, and we've spoken to two other commissioners,
Madame Chairperson, Lloyd Coe and also Rosalind
Doggett; but we have not actually held a meeting to
see where everybody stands on it or taken a formal
position yet.

MR. GILREATH: 1Is it possible, after the
ANC meets, that they could meet with the Cleveland
Park representatives to see, say, where we're apart,
where we're together to come up with an agreement as
to what the provision would be so we can get a list
that will say this is what they've agreed to?

Because i1f you put two different things,
this may reconcile somewhere down the line.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Are you referring to
-- you're directing the guestion to?

MR. GILREATH: Well, the question is, is
it possible for -- once the ANC meets on this and
comes up with whatever your final provisions are, is

there any way of meeting with the Cleveland Park
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people and go over their list and see where you are
together and where you're apart and you either
reconcile and give us a final list of saying this
represents the two groups, they agree to this.

Then we're okay. But if we get two
different lists saying different things, we can't
adopt both of those if they're in contradiction.
That's quite a -- we haven't heard from the
Cleveland Park people.

CHATRPERSON REID: Can you come forward,
any representative of the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association? You can come forward and speak in the
mic, sir, as the respondent.

MR. NEW: We're in a somewhat awkward
position of answering detailed questions before we
give our testimony. I had raised my hand hoping to
just ask that when we are -- when our turn does come
to testify, that we be allowed a little extra time.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Please give your
name.

MR. NEW: Gregory New, President of the
Cleveland Park Citizens Association.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. NEW: Could I just give our basic
testimony or give some information rather than just

turning to the spot question because there's a
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certain --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Sure, if that is more
comfortable for you, sure.

MR. NEW: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: And then we'll --

MR. NEW: We don't want our remarks to
be taken out of context.

CHATRPERSON REID: We'll come back to
Mr. Gilreath's point after you've had an opportunity
to make your presentation. Now, we're still with
the ANC, so let's make sure that they have included
their --

MR. NEW: Yeah, right, right, yes. We'd
prefer that.

CHAIRPERSON REID: And this gentleman
has not yet had a chance to testify, so -- I thought
she was done.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Ms. Miller, did you -
- were you -- had you concluded your testimony?

MS. MILLER: I have basically addressed

everything that's not in my testimony or resolution,

so if you would -- I can either highlight or I can
just move -- we can move on and you can read my
testimony.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Did you wish to add

more to what you've already said? I wasn't clear on
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whether or not you had -- whether or not you were
done. So if you are not completely finished, then
certainly I don't want to usurp your opportunity to
conclude your testimony.

MS. MILLER: Right. Okay, I am done
with addressing this issue, and anything else that I
would say is in my testimony that you have. So --
and the resolution that we've submitted.

CHAIRPERSON REID: That was primarily
what you wanted to deal with here today?

MS. MILLER: Right. I mean, unless you
want me to highlight the testimony. I can --

CHAIRPERSON REID: No, I don't think
anybody needs that. I think that we have your
testimony and we're very clear on what's contained
therein.

MS. MILLER: Okay, thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, now did
you --

MR. BLANCHARD: Oh, no; I was not going
to add to that. I just would --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Oh, you just wanted
to come up, but you're not going to testify?

MR. BLANCHARD: Come up and -- I just
made the comment that, as a single member district

person, I support the Cleveland Park Association's
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guidelines.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MS. MILLER: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, now we'll
move to persons or parties in support of the
application.

MR. NEW: Well, technically we are in
opposition until and unless. We want to stress
that.

CHATRPERSON REID: You haven't made a
decision yet as to what position you're taking. You
were going to do that after the case is heard?

MR. NEW: No, we are -- unless this
provision -- the usage agreement is attached as a
condition of granting the exception, we will oppose.
And I will address the specific question. I would
like to sort of give the background from our point
of view, if I may.

I'm perfectly willing to wait until the
opposition speaks.

CHAIRPERSON REID: No, well, this is the
segment for support.

MR. NEW: Right.

CHAIRPERSON REID: This is the time you
would come. But my understanding --

MR. NEW: Then I will come back after
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you hear the support.

CHAIRPERSON REID: My understanding from
the submission -- your submission was that you all
had come up with this agreement and, predicated upon
the signatures affixed thereto that basically gave
credence to that particular document, that you were
withdrawing your opposition.

MR. NEW: If that document is accepted.
Let me just --

CHATRPERSON REID: Is accepted by who?

MR. NEW: By the Board, by yourself.
That is, we --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Oh, I see. You mean
beyond that, if it's included in our order?

MR. NEW: Let me -- I'll change plans
and just focus on the differences on the liaison
committee. I think the fundamental difference
between the ANC approach and ours is that they want
the usage agreement to be a creature of the liaison
committee and we want the liaison committee to be a
creature of the usage agreement.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Say that again.

(Laughter.)

MR. NEW: The ANC wants the usage
agreement that is made to be a creature of the

liaison committee. That is, don't f£ill in the
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details until after the facility is built and we
then create a usage -- a liaison committee which
will then create a usage agreement.

That is not satisfactory to us. We
think that the usage agreement should be created
first, and that a part of that usage agreement will
be the creation of a liaison committee. We feel
that the authority that they are requesting, which
is basically for the liaison committee, which is
basically to write out rules, is usurping the role
of the BZA and it is rather unrealistic.

We think the rules should be put in
place first and then you come back to the --
monitoring the effect. We do not want the committee
-- liaison committee to be getting into internal
conflicts over what the rules are.

We want the rules to be laid down first.
And we want the committee to be based on solidly
established, solidly based, existing organizations,
and we don't want a "mafiana, we'll work it out" --
we don't want a liaison committee that can be packed
for the benefit of either side.

And the liaison committee, as we have
worked it out with the NCS, provides a balanced
committee with two parties representing the

stakeholders on one side and two parties
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representing the stakeholders on another side, and
three long, well-established, neutral organizations
that can monitor it.

And we think that's about as broad as
you can get. And we feel that the outlines of the
liaison committee must be in place first. We don't
mess around and buy a pig in the poke in that
respect. We think that should be fixed and it
should be solidly based.

And we think that the rules that what it
tries to enforce should be in place at first. We
think anything else is just prolonging the agony,
prolonging the conflict. We think this will close
out in both cases.

This is Isabell Furlong, the chair and
lead person of our zoning committee.

MS. FURLONG: And I'd like to concur
with that. And we worked on the usage agreement
after the ANC refused to spell out the specifics of
any usage beyond what the cathedral's general
statement of use had been given to the ANC, and they
adopted that, and then wished to form a liaison
committee to, as Gregory says, play it as it goes.

Among other things, we submit that not
only is it impracticable, but it would be horrible

for the future of the neighborhood. The
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neighborhood would never cease to be contentious.
There would be problems constantly.

The possibility for manipulation of such
a committee is enormous. We wish to
institutionalize it because that seems to be the
most democratic way to proceed after fair
restrictions have been made, which we went to great
lengths with NCS and dotted i's and crossed t's for
hours and hours and hours to come up with what we
felt was a fair usage agreement that both sides
could live with happily, or easily, or practically.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, thank you.

Do you have any questions, Mr. Parsons?
Did you have any questions?

All right, other persons or parties -- I
mean persons or parties in support. How many are in
support again, and let me see a show of hands?

Okay, come up, please, in panels. Support, wants to
testify in support. So I think we have ten. So
please come up in panels of five.

Each person will be afforded three
minutes. You will get a warning at the two minute
mark.

MR. HART: Madame Chair, may I remind

everybody -- everyone who is testifying, please help
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us; we need those witness cards filled out.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Please fill out the
witness cards and make sure that it's given to the
reporter. And everyone who is testifying now or
will testify to date been sworn -- did people come
in who are not sworn?

Mr. Hart, there are people who have not
been sworn.

Okay, if you wish to testify and you
have not been sworn, please stand. All people who
wish to testify who have not been sworn in today,
please stand.

(Whereupon, the witnesses were sworn.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: Give your name and
your home address, please, each one.

MR. WALKER: My name is Mallory Walker.
I live at 3414 Lowell Street, which is in block
2010, which is the square, rather, directly across
from the proposed facility.

I moved into the neighborhood in 1965,
34 years ago. And when I did so, three things were
rather obvious. One is the cathedral was there and
mostly built. There were three schools in
existence. And there were playing fields actively
in use and changing.

I've lived in two houses in the period
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of the 34 years, and the only significance of that
is that they changed the use of the playing fields
in between my first and second move and that didn't
daunt me from staying in the neighborhood.

And I moved closer to the problem, to
the extent anyone thinks it is a problem; I didn't
move farther away from it.

So, why do I support this proposal? I
think the two great priorities are first class
schools in our town so that our kids don't have to
go to the suburbs to be educated. Whether those are
private or public makes no difference.

Second, a much more noble goal is to
keep the open space in the Olmsted Woods a place
where you can walk and be quiet and peaceful than to
basically congregate the buildings to the cathedral
in the center of the close, leaving the perimeter
all open and of use to nobody just to share it with
the traffic and all the other urban noise.

So, one has to make choices in life.
The choice that I would make is to preserve the
center of the close, the solace of the Olmsted
Woods, and to do everything feasible to have first
quality, competitive education in our communities.

Now, I've heard two objections from my

neighbors. First is that it looks like a prison.
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Well, all I would say is go to England. Almost
every little town has walls around the church and
around the playing fields.

I mean, I go often to a person who is
educated with me at a district school, lives in
England, and everything is walled and it looks just
like the walls we're talking about. This is
Danbury, just outside of Oxford.

The issue of the parking agreement and
whether it's going to impact parking -- I'm living
in an urban environment for a reason. I want to be
next to everything. Five years ago there was no
alcoholic anonymous clinic at the church down the
street, but there is one now, so all of my parking
spaces are taken two nights a week.

Fine. So be it. The church was almost
moribund ten years ago and it's now very active.
Terrific. It makes it harder for me to park, but
that's the trade off for living in the city.

And I'd just end by saying my neighbors
who are complaining about what it might do to them
need to understand that all schools are living,
changing institutions. They all have to be
competitive.

And that you can send your kid to

Bethesda, Maryland or Potomac, Maryland because the
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facilities are better, that's not good. So I
support the cathedral fully on this effort.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

And let me also add that those of you
who are testifying, please try not to be redundant.
If someone has already said or has expressed your
view, then you don't need to repeat that. And just
give us information or testimony that is different
or new or something that we have not yet heard or
been exposed to, please.

MS. BRYCE-NORTON: Thank you. My name
is Amanda Bryce-Norton and I live at 3504 Lowell
Street, which is just one block up from the
construction site and, in fact, have a very large
back deck and most of the living in our house is out
the back, and we are sufficiently close that we can
hear the tennis balls bouncing on the tennis court.

So I say that only in the sense of yes,
we care. I think it's very important to note -- and
it hasn't come up. I agree absolutely with
everything that Mallory Walker just said, but I
think it's also very important to mention that, with
a very few exceptions, almost every single house in
this neighborhood has its own parking.

Almost everybody has some sort of garage

or driveway to pull into. And so in terms of the
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parking issues, I mean Mallory may be claiming about
losing it, but it isn't typically a neighborhood
problem.

The point that I feel very strongly
about and what brought me here to sit all day is
really one that has been mostly ruled out of not
your business, but I can't leave without saying how
incredibly important it is in terms of overall
women's health and lifestyle that young women have
repeated, routine and very broad access to physical
activity, weight-bearing activity, resistance
activity.

All you have to do is read the
newspapers about osteoporosis and all of the
difficulties that women's health is having. So the
core here is not sort of an accessory; it's a
terribly important thing. And the fact is, it will
be inconvenient and loud and noisy, but that's what
construction is.

That's what happens when people renovate
houses in our neighborhoods. It goes with living in
the city and I strongly urge the Board to approve
this.

And I want to commend the cathedral for
all of the work it's done trying to accommodate

neighborhood concerns, and meetings, and
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redesigning, and being responsive to what are
legitimate concerns of the neighborhood.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. COUDRY: Madame Chairperson, members
of the Board, my name is Rex Coudry. I live at 3101
34th Street. The view that you get as you turn the
corner in the computer recreation is the view that
we have of this project, so we are abutting land
owners to the project. I also have a daughter at
NCS.

I had two concerns approaching this.
Well, three concerns really. One is that three
minutes is a short period of time; but, having
presented my institute's $600 million dollar budget
to the Senate in two minutes, this feels generous,
so I thank you.

(Laughter.)

The two concerns about the project were
first usage. And I think that the usage, since we
hear regularly the games on the field, has been
gquite adequately addressed, to my mind, by the new
agreement that was just entered into the beginning
of this week.

That concern is resolved. I have a
second concern that won't be resolved by this

hearing, and that is the issue of long term plans on
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the cathedral close and parking. I actually happen
to be one member who does not have off street
parking, so we are very affected by what goes on at
the cathedral.

In spite of that, I support this
project. I think they have dealt with the parking
issues that this will create in the neighborhood,
and I am satisfied with that.

I am not satisfied with the long term
planning issues for the cathedral, and particularly
discussions about subsequently possibly tearing up
the athletic field and creating a parking garage on
that corner.

But, as I understand it, this is sort of
a strange exception to the rule requiring long term
planning. I think that exception ought to be
closed, and I think long term planning on the close
is necessary.

I'll take 20 seconds to thank my
neighbors, whose vocal opposition has helped create
what I think is a viable usage agreement; the NCS
Board, whose volunteers I know have spent ages on
these issues in numerous meetings; Madame
Chairperson, your efforts which led to striking what
I think is actually a workable usage agreement for

the community; and the Cleveland Park Citizens
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Association.

So I'm here to express strong support
for the project, preferably without the
architecturally undistinguished gate house, in spite
of being an abutter, in spite of the absence of a
reviewed long term plan, but because of being a
parent, because of supporting women's sports
facilities, I think that's the right thing to do.

And because I think NCS has actually

taken extensive and substantial steps to address our

concerns.
Thank you very much.
MR. BONDE: Madame Chair, my name is
Peter Bonde. I am a Swedish citizen, since over

seven years a resident of Washington, D.C. and
Cleveland Park. My American wife, our three girls
and I live in 3201 36th Street, corner of Lowell,
diagonally across from the school.

Our house is zoned R-1, whatever that
means.

(Laughter.)

We live close to the school, and also
close to the current athletic facilities. Actually,
closer than the Woodley Road houses would be in
relation to the proposed facilities. Furthermore,

there is quite a bit of activity on the lawn north
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of the Beavoir School just under our windows.

We have never been disturbed or annoyed
by any of these activities, and particularly not by
the gym, which is not far away. My statement
covers, indeed, noise, traffic, parking and
children's behavior.

I have attended several public meetings.
Also been briefed separately on the plans as they
have developed. In my experience, it has been easy
to obtain full information from the school. I also
think that the trend to reduce the size of the
athletic area and of the parking, as it has
developed, will show to be shortsighted.

Coming from abroad and having some ten
years of experience as chairman of a mixed boarding
school in my country, actually the best one, of
course -- (laughter) -- I was disappointed -- I was
really disappointed to see what NCS had to offer its
students.

I assumed that we have a different
attitude to young women's need for exercise and
sports. NCS is considered one of the very best
schools in this country. In order to maintain its
position in that, it must continually improve its
academic and athletic standards.

In the corporate life where I have my
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experience, any company that stagnates will slide
backwards. To have first class institutions in our
neighborhoods is also, cynically speaking, of great
importance for the value of our real estate.

With two girls in fourth grade and one
in first grade, we are looking at this proposal with
great enthusiasm. We want our girls to have as much
opportunity for athletic development as boys get in
this country.

My wife and I believe that we know
enough about the project. We wholeheartedly support
the plan for the athletic center. We sincerely ask
you to approve it.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MS. SHIELDS-WEST: I'm Eileen Shields-
West and I chair the board of Beavoir School, which
is up the hill from the new athletic facility.

And I just want to strongly endorse the
athletic facility for several reasons. One, of
course, many of our -- or most of our children go on
to the cathedral schools.

We're the elementary school on the
close; and our children, most times, go on to either
NCS. Half of our class usually does. And half the

class goes on to St. Albans.
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And as we are concerned at Beavoir for
the education of the whole child in every aspect --
spiritually, ethically, athletically and, of course,
intellectually -- that carries over to how we see
our graduates. And we want to see them educated in
the same way.

And we believe very strongly that this
is necessary for the girls who go on to NCS.

You would think that I am here just as a
member of the close and would naturally support
this facility. But if truth be told, there were
several concerns that Beavoir raised when we first
were presented with the project.

One, the upper field seemed too close to
the entrance to Beavoir, and we were also concerned
about the size of the parking facility because of
the congestion it might cause on the Beavoir drive.
In each respect, we were listened to by NCS and we
were eventually accommodated.

Not totally what we wanted, but we
reached an accommodation and an agreement. And we
fully support the way the placement of the field is
now with the rolling hill leading into the upper
field, and also the size of the parking facility.

And I want to emphasize that we want to

do our part to make this happen. And, as a result,
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we want to -- and I believe you have a letter in
your files to show that we are giving our parking
spaces at the end of our school day, which is three
o'clock, and the faculty leaves sometime after that.

We want to make available our parking
spaces for users of the NCS facility, and that is
about 30 spaces all told up our drive and the
faculty parking area. Also, our bus circle, which
is adjacent to South Road, we would make available
for buses or vans which come to service the NCS
facility.

So, all told, we are strong supporters
of the facility and think it's a necessary addition
to the close.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

Okay, the next panel, please, of persons
in support of this application. All right, other
than the persons here at the front, are there any
other persons in support of the application?

Okay, so we're going to have to have
another panel then.

MS. SNODGRASS: Madame Chairperson,
members of the Board, I am Anne Snodgrass and I live
at 2804 34th Street, same as someone else. I am

four houses from the cathedral close. I was overly
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optimistic when I wrote this because I said "good
morning."

(Laughter.)

It's almost good evening. But I am here
today to urge you to vote in favor of the NCS
project which is before you. I have submitted a
letter for the record. This afternoon, I would like
to mention just a few reasons which should justify
your support for this project to benefit the
students at NCS.

First, the school has agreed to include
in its proposal a construction plan to provide
protections for the neighbors during construction.
These protections include provisions requiring
workers to park at a site out of the neighborhood
and to be bused to work; provisions requiring trucks
to be kept on site and not lined up on 34th Street
while waiting to be filled.

It includes provisions requiring all
trucks to be cleaned before exiting the site, and a
provision requiring the presence on the site of an
employee whom the neighbors can call if there are
problems. The school has also agreed to limit
construction hours.

A second reason to support the project

is that the school has met with neighbors and
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negotiated a usage agreement severely restricting
the hours and the numbers of persons who can use the
facilities.

As these are considerably more
restrictive than the current practice for the
existing fields and gyms, the neighbors should feel
reassured that this facility will not add to the
noise and congestion of Woodley Road.

With the off street parking provided,
the facility will hopefully alleviate some of the
problems that are out there today.

Finally, I would like to address the
petition which has been circulated opposing this
project. I believe that the petition and the so-
called facts presented to neighbors in support of
the petition were so misleading that you have no way
to judge whether or not any of those who signed the
petition would, in fact, oppose the NCS project if
they actually knew what is proposed.

To illustrate my point, I would like to
mention two incidents. First, I have a copy of a
letter which has been submitted to the Board
addressing this situation.

A neighbor wrote that "I live directly
across to the playing fields and tennis courts of

the Washington National Cathedral. A few weeks ago,
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I signed a petition opposing the NCS proposed
athletic center."

"The individual who requested that I
sign the petition explained that approval of the NCS
facility was linked to the building of a 600 car
garage across from my house at the corner of
Garfield and 34th Street.

"That is, the garage is a 'foregone
conclusion' if the athletic facility is built. More
recently, a trustee of NCS has taken the time to
meet with me and explain that the NCS proposal is
totally self-contained and independent of any other
subsequent zoning requests from the cathedral
entities, proposals which must be considered by the
BZA on their own merits according to zoning law.

"While I regret the confusion between
the different building projects, though I signed the
petition, I have no objection to the NCS athletic
center on its own merits."

He signed the petition, but does not
oppose the facility now that he knows the truth
about the project. Another neighbor told me that
when he was asked to sign the petition, he was told
that it has been agreed that if the NCS facility was
built, St. Albans would then build a 400 seat ice

rink, ice hockey rink, right on the close.
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He was also told that if the athletic
center was approved, the cathedral would proceed to
build a 700 seat dining facility and a new visitors
center. If he had not known that these statements
were false, he, too, would have signed the petition.

I must say that if I knew nothing about
this facility other than what proponents have told
me, I also would have signed the petition.

I urge you to support this project as it
is currently proposed. The applicant has met
continually with neighbors over the last seven
months and has amended its plans to respond to
concerns raised by the various constituencies.

The end result is a project which will
benefit current and future NCS students, as well as
the neighborhood. This project deserves your
support. Thank you for giving me this opportunity
to address you this afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. SCHIFTER: Madame Chairperson,
members of the Board, my name is Rick Schifter and I
live at 3465 McComb Street, which is approximately
six houses up from the proposed site.

I have daughters in the 9th and 12th
grade at National Cathedral School, and therefore

expect to be an NCS parent for another three years;
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but I hope to be a member of the community and
living in the neighborhood for 20 or 30 years, or
perhaps even more.

What I'd like to do in the few minutes
is really embellish a little bit on what Mallory
Walker had to say about the nature of the
neighborhood, which I think is probably unique in
the city.

When we bought our house in 1985, we
recognized we were not moving into an excluded,
quiet, residential community. Rather, we were going
to be buying a house on McComb Street, which has a
fair amount of traffic.

Unlike many of our neighbors, we had no
off street parking. And so the fact that there were
institutions and events that would draw people from
beyond the neighborhood to our area was certainly a
fact we took into account.

And what we have in the neighborhood is,
right on our block, the McComb Street playground
where there are often Little League games during the
summer and pick up basketball games that draw people
from around town, some of which I also participate
in.

There's the John Eaton School which has

its events, most notably a block party which my
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street is closed off and it's a major event at the
playground drawing, again, people from all over the
city.

The cathedral, of course, attracts
tourists. There are various religious services that
draw big crowds, funerals, and the Flower Mart which
is held two days out of the year.

You have a variety of activities at both
NCS and St. Albans, mostly athletic events, again
where people get together to enjoy what the
community has to offer. The biggest event though in
our neighborhood I think is Halloween, -- (laughter)
--where there's an annual parade headed up by a fire
truck.

The street is closed and there's a
parade of children in costumes that really goes all
afternoon and into the evening as it extends into
trick-or-treating.

The fact is though that our neighborhood
draws people from across the city. Is this a quiet
neighborhood? No. Does it create temporary traffic
congestions and parking limitations when these
things occur? Yes.

But I think our six block or nine block
area is special because of its constant interaction

with the city which offers so much to us that we can
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just walk to and enjoy the pleasure of, and these
activities really add to the diversity, character
and vibrancy of the community.

Now, what does this facility -- what
impact does it have on what I just described? The
fact of the matter is, given the usage statement,
it's not going to increase the number of events that
attract people to it.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You're out of time,
but I'll let you finish this statement.

MR. SCHIFTER: Okay. Well, I think the
fact of the matter is that really what we're doing
is improving the infrastructure for facilitating
these events.

Yesterday, just if I can take a moment
to describe a case in point, which was a lacrosse
game that National Cathedral School held against its
principal rival and one of the top teams in the
area.

That was an event that drew a couple
hundred people, mostly students and parent members
or parents of team members, and also a few people
who probably wanted to see a good lacrosse game.

Yes, there was lots of parking on
Woodley Street and it was congested. If we had the

new facility, what difference would it make? Well,
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we would have the event one way or the other. It
wouldn't draw more people.

What we'd have is no parking on the
south of Woodley Street and the cars accommodated in
the building. Maybe we also would have, as a result
of the girls being able to practice indoors on rainy
days, had a different outcome of the game.

(Laughter.)

So, just in closing, I urge you to
approve the application.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. WOOD: Okay, my name is John Wood.

I am speaking sort of with three hats. I am a
resident. I live on 36th Street. My parents built
our house in 1950 and we're about as close to the
heart of Cleveland Park as you can get because red
top was right in our back yard where President
Cleveland lived.

I live about one and a half blocks from
all the gym facilities now. There is no impact of
it on our neighborhood, no parking problems. I've
never been aware of any problems with the activities
that go on at night in the campus.

It's only a block and a half from me.
The problem I have is the two coffee bars and three

restaurants that -- please, no more restaurants

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

because you really can't park anywhere around there.

Okay, the next point I wanted to make, I
am speaking for my daughter who's a 9th grader at
NCS. And the proudest thing that's happened to her
in her life was that she made the wvarsity ice --
rather the hockey team this fall, and that was --
athletics, I think, in America has -- for women has
gone through an incredible revolution.

And I also teach at NCS. 1I've been
there for 25 years. And we're at a terrible
disadvantage because all of our competitors in the
suburbs have like 30 times more space than we do and
we are a city school of -- our athletes can't even
take showers, and this has been a problem ever since
I've been there for 27 years.

So everything in this building is really
necessary. And I think in order for us to be a
great school and to give our students the excellence
that they deserve, they really need this facility.
And it means so much to them, I can tell you that.

So I urge you, very respectfully, to
approve this proposal.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MS. GLASS: I am Mary Jane Glass. I

live in the block immediately north of cathedral
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close on 34th Street. I have four daughters. Two
of them have graduated from NCS and one's a student
there now. I apologize I am reading, but I am not
used to talking in public and I'm nervous.

One might go there one day. When I
first heard about this project, I had many, many
doubts about it. In the past seven months, I've
raised all of my objections and NCS has seriously
addressed them. I'm a little embarrassed to admit
that I've made more than 75 telephone calls, and I'm
not counting the meetings I've gone to, to ask
guestions, raise objections with the Board and the
school.

I've seen my suggestions incorporated in
the present design as it exists as we've seen it
today; although maybe that's a coincidence, maybe
they just -- maybe other people suggested them, too.
I regard the cathedral close as held in trust by all
of us, not just immediately around the close, but
for our city, for the future.

What matters is the aspect from the
surrounding neighborhood now in the 3400 block of
Woodley Road and across 34th Street by all the
people that pass my house going up and down, into
and out of the city, and the people that live there;

but it also is going to matter a century from now
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when all of us have moved on.

The above-ground facades of this
building are really beautiful. They will be -- they
will integrate the northeast corner of the close in
a way, in the general design of the cathedral close,
the whole thing, in a way it just doesn't exist now.

In my own case, my big initial objection
was to all this effort and expense devoted to
athletics. When I went to school, I didn't do any
sports. Girls just didn't in rural Arkansas where I
grew up. But the world has changed since then and
it's moved on.

I've seen the difference that team sport
has made in all of my girls' lives. My oldest
daughter plays in a women's lacrosse league now in
Boston, and she referees girls' lacrosse games all
over metropolitan Boston in her free time from work.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You have about 45
seconds.

MS. GLASS: I'm going to make it.

I didn't do any science after 9th grade
either, and that same daughter is about to enter
medical school. I have Ms. Underwood and NCS to
thank for the lacrosse and for the medical school,
too. All the girls in this city deserve a chance

like this.
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I am going to leave here and race down
to drive my ten year old to Stoddard soccer practice
in Deal, and there will be four teams, girls and
boys, crammed onto that practice field. Our city
has a real need, and I think NCS has tried to answer
it.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. SCHWARTZ: Hi. My name is Leland
Schwartz. I live at 3516 Lowell Street. I'm about
200 feet away from the back of NCS and have lived
there with my three small children and my wife for
the past eight years, and none of my children go
there.

You've heard testimony that has ranged
from the children and the staff are well behaved
going back and forth to school. Neighbors have said
that they believe their property values would be
enhanced by being near the school and by the
building of the new facility.

Had some neighbors even claim that
there's a positive safety factor from the school
being in the neighborhood. You've been told that
there are and will be no traffic problems attached
to the new facility and that there haven't been,

thus far, existing plant; and that NCS has always
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tried to marry what it needs with what the
neighborhood wants.

NCS has said that its facilities are
totally wide open to the neighborhood and to the
community, to the children and adults, and that
they're free to come and use them. And people have
led you to believe that there is no noise attached
to the school.

As somebody who has lived rock throwing
distance away from the school, as I said, for eight
years, I want to tell you that all of these claims
are 100% absolutely true.

Thank you.

(Laughter.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: Did you have any
cross examination? I didn't ask you for that first
panel. I didn't want to omit that. It just slipped

my mind. But did you have any questions, any

thoughts?

MR. DERNOGA: No.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay, thank you.

All right, the next and final panel of
support -- I think we have three, four more people,
five?

All right, is this everyone who will be

testifying in support? Testifying in support, yes.
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MR. THOMPSON: Madame Chairman, I quite
properly should have stepped forward with a call for
community groups, but I think, because of the
circumstances, there wasn't a call. But I have been
asked to read a resolution and a letter to you and
the Board by the D.C. Stoddard Soccer League.

Mr. Len Oliver, who was here this
morning, had to leave, but he has submitted a cover
letter which are his remarks. I will just read, at
his request, the accompanying letter from the
president of the D.C. Stoddard Soccer Board and
their resolution for the record.

My name is Dodge Thompson. I guess -- I
won't say I'm wearing another hat. I'm turning --
in the fashion of kids today, I'm turning my hat
around. "Dear Chairman Reid:

"The attached is a resolution by the
Board of the Directors of the D.C. Stoddard Soccer
League, one of the largest community groups in the
city. The essence of the resolution is to urge
access, reasonable and limited, for community
recreational groups such as ours to athletic
facilities that come before your Board for
consideration.

"This resolution is in relation to the

application of the National Cathedral School. Thank
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you for your consideration of our resolution.

"Sincerely, Graham Bush, President, D.C.
Stoddard Soccer League."

Let me say that it is probably one of
the largest community groups that will come before
you. And it's not an exaggeration to say that there
is a family represented probably on every block of
northwest Washington, and, indeed, in every zip code
of the city Stoddard Soccer League is represented.

D.C. Stoddard Soccer League, a
resolution: "Whereas the D.C. Stoddard Soccer League
is one of the most representative community groups
in the District of Columbia; whereas, since 1977,
D.C. SSL has encouraged Washington youth to play
soccer and thereby promote self esteem and community
responsibility through sport;

"And whereas D.C. SSL depends on the
goodwill of many independent schools to make their
facilities available on a limited basis according to
the longstanding principal of customary and
incidental usage;

"And whereas the ANC 3C has endorsed the
size and form of the proposed community -- I'm
sorry, National Cathedral School athletic center,
after exhaustive public review, has encouraged

access by community and neighborhood groups and has
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recommended reasonable hours and volume of activity;

"Therefore, D.C. SSL requests that if
the District of Columbia Board of Zoning Adjustment,
the BZA, approves the NCS athletic center as
proposed by the applicant, the BZA should permit
reasonable and limited access to community and
neighborhood groups in accordance with the
application."

Mr. Oliver's own letter concludes "the
league wholeheartedly supports the proposed NCS
design, advocates more community access, and
applauds NCS for the design, its sensitivity to
neighborhood concerns, and its willingness to share
its facilities as a good neighbor.

"We all win. We urge BZA to support.
Signed. Len Oliver."

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MS. TEMKIN: Hi. My name is Susan
Temkin and I live at 3316 Woodley Road at the corner
of 34th and Woodley.

This is my husband. I'll be brief.
We'll share our three minutes because I know you've
been here a long time.

I appreciate your giving me the
opportunity to speak because I will be directly -- I

have as direct an impact as anyone as to what the
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design is. And I strongly support this. I feel
that a lot of care has been given to how this will
look from where I, you know, reside.

I am pleased with it. I am pleased with
the extra efforts that have been, you know, given to
me to explain how this process will be, when the
construction will be done, the concerns about the
construction.

I think that the design is aesthetically
pleasing to me. I'm happy to live with that. I do
hope that -- I hear a lot about well, we're very
concerned about the community use of this facility.
I think it's important, if the cathedral is so
generous as to make their facilities open to wvarious
members of the community, that the community benefit
from that.

And so I think that should be taken into
account.

MR. TEMKIN: Okay, I'll try to be very
brief. At one point, the counsel for the neighbors
who don't like this proposal asked a question of
whether the cathedral had reached agreement with any
of the neighbors whose properties basically is
across the street from the facility.

And to make clear at our house at 3316

Woodley, we are directly across 34th Street from
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this facility. We will have a ringside seat for as
long as we've been in the neighborhood, for 15 years
now, and have no plans of moving.

So we will directly look on this every
time. When I go up and get the paper in the
morning, I turn and I see the cathedral, the tennis
courts and the gate house. And, if this goes
through, I'll see this.

And as far as we're concerned, the
cathedral has certainly reached agreement with us.
In fact, I think that the view from my house will
improve. The existing tennis courts, shall I say,
are not exactly Wimbleton, and the gate house -- I
know whatever it's called looks kind of odd against
the Gothic cathedral behind it.

And personally, I have a preference for
removal of it. But whether it stays or goes, I
think that the view from the immediate east of --
from 34th Street would not be objectionable at all
and, in fact, will be preferable to what's there
right now.

And since the section of Woodley Road
that we live on is -- unlike most of the
neighborhood, is not subject at the present time to
any kind of traffic control so that anyone can park

there for more than two hours, it's not in a
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restricted zone and we would be seriously affected
by the parking problem.

So I'm sensitive to that issue, but
based on my own having viewed what the parking usage
is since I've lived there and just the basics of the
parking provided by the facility, I have no reason
to believe that it's going to have any negative
impact on us.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. TEMKIN: Thank you.

MS. CHALLUNOR: I'm Joan Challunor and I
live on Hawthorne Street not directly next to the
cathedral, but several blocks away, about four or
five blocks away. I think that we have seen
neighborhood as too narrow.

I think the neighborhood is a lot bigger
than just the cathedral, Woodley Road and 34th
Street. And I would like to make two points. One
is that proper athletic facilities help not only
girls athletically, but mentally also.

I went to a school where, for 13 vyears,

we had top athletics, and it made an enormous

difference to me. I think it turns out girls who
are risk takers. I think it turns out girls who are
positive. I think it turns out girls who are ready

to face the world as it 1is.
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If you try to turn a single into a
double and you don't make it, you will learn that
the world does not end and that taking risks is part
of life itself.

The second point I'd like to make is
that a first class school in the neighborhood which
looks after its girls and cares about its girls and
igs intellectually and athletically good helps the
entire neighborhood. I helps the city of
Washington.

We are all helped by it. And I think
that we don't want girls going off to boarding
school all the time because that's where you get
good athletics. We want them to stay here. We want
them to think of Washington as their home.

And on those two grounds, one that it
helps girls intellectually as well as physically,
and secondly, that it helps the entire neighborhood
and the city of Washington, I am in favor of this
proposal.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MS. GREENWALD: My name is Elizabeth
Greenwald. I am a resident of the community for 26
years, the Cleveland Park community. I am also
president of the Parents Association at the National

Cathedral School.
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And I would like to tell you that, as a
whole, that body is strongly in support of this
project and I, as their representative, need to let
you know that.

I would also like to make a comment
about the noise factor. In many ways, this new
project will improve the noise. There are currently
five tennis courts that are practically at curbside
on Woodley Road.

With those tennis courts gone, that
noise -- and there is noise created by those tennis
courts -- will be gone. At the moment, drop off and
pick up for girls using the facilities, particularly
after school, take place at curbside.

With the new facility, that drop off and
pick up will be moved considerably off of the curb -
- in fact, to the entryway of the new facility.
Noise will be reduced by this facility, not, in any
way, made any worse.

Every representative previously existing
institution in the community has endorsed this
project. These institutions represent the long term
interests of the community. Their endorsement
results from close study of the project and
respectful attention to the will of the

constituents.
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By contrast, the voices raised in
opposition are narrow in focus and devoid of broad
community support. Their positions are not the
result of community participation, but rather
represent the views of a very few individuals.

Every established organization in this
community supports this facility. Don't let a
narrow, special interest deny this unigque resource
to the community that needs it and supports it.
This facility will benefit the community for decades
to come.

This application merits your
enthusiastic approval.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

All right, are you in support? Are you
like the last person?

MS. GENSTER: My name i1s Jane Genster.
I live at 2955 North Street in Cleveland Park and
I'm the Chairman of the National Cathedral School
Governing Board.

I never was much of an athlete, not to
mention a student athlete, so maybe that's why I
take particular pleasure in batting clean up here
today.

(Laughter.)

It has always been NCS's goal to design
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and construct a facility that would not only meet
our critical programmatic needs, but would also
respect and enhance the beauty and life of the
neighborhood.

We think what we've shown you here today
does that. The area of the close on which we
propose to build has been used for decades for
girls' athletics programs.

The plan allocates the great majority of
the interior athletic space underground,
dramatically limiting the above-ground presence and
perceived size of the facility, and restoring
thousands of square feet of green space to the
cathedral close.

That part of the facility's wall that
emerges above-ground on Woodley Road is concealed
and softened by the 30 foot set back, the
beautifully landscaped berm, and the handsome
stonewall finish that matches the features currently
in place on the section of Woodley Road just east of
our proposed facility.

The building's east facade is likewise
softened and minimized by berming planting and
architectural detail. This project finishes a now
unfinished section of the close beautifully and

consonant with the material, style, and plant life
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currently seen there.

Our plan entails no increase, as you
have heard, in the enrollment. The facility is
designed to serve our current school population. It
moves our school's gyms two blocks down Woodley Road
and maintains outdoor playing space at the same
location.

The demise of our tennis club actually
entails some decrease in the status quo use of and
associated noise and traffic at that corner of the
close. And NCS has agreed, as you know, to be bound
by use restrictions that essentially restrict the
non-school use to current uses.

Under these circumstances, the addition
of 33 parking places should be more than ample and
could be, I say in all sincerity, fairly
characterizes a gift that we gladly give the
community. The project offers a functional and
thoughtful plan and a beautiful architectural and
landscaping package.

The proposal has been widely discussed
in the neighborhood and received the support of the
Cleveland Park Historical Society, the CPCA, the ANC
and the HPRB with, of course, the conditions that
you are familiar with.

It is our deep regret, and I speak with
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reasonably practicable to win their support and
regret that we have not been able to do so.
We, nonetheless, believe that the

proposal merits your prompt and enthusiastic

approval. I thank you very much for your time and
your consideration.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Now
persons and parties in opposition, please come
forward. Let me see a show of hands --

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, it is my
understanding from the last hearing that the -- as a

party, we were going to have about an hour to ma
our presentation, and we have a list of people w
are a part of the NCNA. And then after that we
thought there would be persons --

CHAIRPERSON REID: That's true. The
are persons who are going to be making a
presentation or testifying with you.

MR. DERNOGA: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Other than
persons who are with the National Cathedral --

MR. DERNOGA: Cathedral Neighborhood

Association.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com

ke

ho

re

the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

CHAIRPERSON REID: -- Neighborhood
Association, how many are going to testify with the
-- as a member or a part of the --

MR. DERNOGA: We have about six or seven
people.

CHATRPERSON REID: Let me see a show of
hands.

MR. DERNOGA: I don't think they
understand. We have six or seven witnesses, Madam
Chairman, and then the rest would be persons --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. DERNOGA: -- I guess subject to the
three-minute time limit.

CHATRPERSON REID: That's why I asked.

I still need to get an idea. Are there persons who
are in opposition who are not members of the
National Cathedral Neighborhood Association who wish
to testify in opposition? You're not a member of
the association, the National Cathedral -- seven?
All right.

Okay. The persons that you are going to
have come up, have them come up now.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Your witnesses.

MR. DERNOGA: That would start with Joan

Bray and Bob Brandon.
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CHATRPERSON REID: Can they come up as a
panel?

MR. DERNOGA: It would probably be
easier to do it one at a time.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right.

MR. DERNOGA: I think we could maybe do
two or three, but --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. DERNOGA: Just as an introduction,
Madam Chairman, it's very difficult to follow, of
course, that much, you know, generated support. And
it's even more difficult to follow a presentation in
which the ANC has come out, you know, generally -- I
guess, well, I'll say generally -- in favor -- with
the resolution in favor of this project. And then
the Cleveland Park Citizens Association is
withdrawing its opposition.

What I think you're going to hear now is
an entirely different story that you haven't heard
yet, but you probably could have guessed at.
Particularly at the last hearing, you may recall
there were several dozen people who wanted to sign
up as parties, and the specific reason, in response
to your request, was because the ANC did not
represent their interests.

I think that in this particular case you
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will find the ANC representation and what happened
or didn't happen is very unfortunate. I think you
will hear testimony from people that the Cleveland
Park Citizens Association use agreement was arrived
-- derived at -- arrived at in unusual circumstances
at the last minute, and guestioned whether it really
represents the interests of the community at large.

It doesn't represent the interests of
the Woodley Park community to the east of the
property, or the Massachusetts Avenue community.
There's people here I think from there. So the
question whether either of those use agreements
truly reflect an adequate protection -- and
actually, there's an overriding issue that we have,
and I'll get to that in a second.

But this lot -- and we have -- the
applicant has taken full advantage of this, and
they're entitled to. This lot is a marvelous piece
of property. It's 50-some acres. However, in doing
their zoning computations, they took full credit of
all of the benefits in terms of lot coverage, that
type of thing. But when you look at the full lot,
you have a number of questions.

Well, this lot is generated multi-uses,
several schools and a cathedral. And that in itself

is generating major traffic problems and major
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parking problems -- self-admitted parking problems
that their own draft master plan indicates to be 300
parking spaces.

Yet when they come before you with a
special exception for an athletic facility, for one
entity -- but that entity is actually part of the
owner, it is the owner, it is the -- they like to
call it National Cathedral School, but the owner of
that facility is the Protestant Episcopal Foundation
-- they don't take into account any of the existing
parking problems. They don't take into account any
of the existing traffic problems.

They only evaluate it on the incremental
increase, as if those other problems don't exist.

We think you'll hear testimony that this is
something that needs to be looked at by you.

One of the biggest problems that we've
had -- and we already addressed this earlier; I'll
be very brief -- is this facility -- the neighbors
who I represent are not opposed to the new facility.
Many of them are parents of children of the school.

A new facility is required, but going
from 10,000 square feet to 83,000 square feet, plus
a parking garage, raises questions, particularly
when out of all of the land in this property they

picked this corner closest to a very established
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residential community.

Their own determination was that it
would be inconvenient to them to place it on other
parts more internal to their site. 1In other words,
they didn't want to absorb the costs and burdens.
It was easier to externalize them on the neighbors.
That i1s something that my clients have a tremendous
problem with.

Particularly, the major issues are the
size and mass of the building, and how does that
compare to the community? And we have people who
will speak to that. And what you have been told is
that this is essentially an underground facility.
It rises 20-some feet above the current grade.

Now, they'd like to call it, you know,
below -- you know, below grade because they're going
to put a field on top of it. But it's not below the
current grade. There is going to be an impact on
the community as it currently exists.

The other point I wanted to get to is
the use issues. My clients have no problem with
school use of the facility -- you know, putting
apart the size, though I think size is an issue in
general and the more size you have the more use
you'll have. School use is absolutely appropriate.

That's what the application is for -- a special
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exception for a private school.

You run into a real gquestion of what
happens when it's a special -- when the use is going
to be, as defined by the applicant, non-school use,
then what is it? 1Is that within the special
exception that they're applying for? There's a
special exception in the very same ordinance for a
community building.

The use agreement that they reached with
the Cleveland Park Citizens Association says, "Well,
this isn't a community building, but we're going to
be bound by the community building standards in the
zoning ordinance." Essentially, what they are
suggesting to you -- and this whole use issue that
you're dealing with really revolves around putting a
community facility, after 5:00 or 6:00, into this
residential community without actually having
applied for one.

That is something that my clients have a
tremendous amount of trouble dealing with. It's not
the school use. It's not the school use, in
general. But it is the non-school use and whether
or not that's really appropriate under the
circumstances.

Another legal-type issue that comes up

is that you have attached to this a parking garage.
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They've extolled the benefits, and that's fair.
Nonetheless, the zoning ordinance does not permit a
parking garage in the R-1-B zone. It permits a
parking garage by special exception, and I forget
the zone, but it's C something or other.

But essentially, I think what they are
trying to claim is it's an accessory use to an
accessory use. And that appears to be going just a
bit far, and we find that to be just raising another
problem.

And I know that you've heard the
supporters and the applicant itself just extol the
great amount of community outreach. I think what
you're going to hear is that the outreach has been
not as prevalent as you would think, mostly aimed at
people who were supportive or attached to the
school.

There are many people -- I mean, one of
the great things -- and you're going to hear this.
If the people who signed the petitions had no idea
what was going on, and they were misled, then where
was the great community outreach that they
supposedly had? We have the people here who
collected those petitions, and they can tell you
what they did tell people.

And there is some confusion because one
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of the great problems with this current facility is
that they have plans for several major expansions,
potential plans. They're not subject to a campus
plan, so no one guite knows what they're going to do
or when they're going to do it. And there's a great
amount of fear about that.

But what we do know is that there are
plans -- there is a draft master plan, and people do
talk about these possibilities. Now, whether
someone got confused or how that happened, we're not
sure. But I think the point is going to be out of
200 and some petitions against this project, how
many people wrote letters or showed up here saying,
"I didn't mean to do that. I was misled"? And what
you had is someone who said, "Someone else said
that." You didn't have the person even here.

With those comments, I think what we
will ultimately ask the Board to do, just to get to
that point, is if the facility has to be this size,
then we would ask the Board to reject the proposal
and ask the applicant to relocate it to another
place on the property. There is plenty of room,
should they so choose.

If the Board -- what we would prefer is
that the Board reduce the size of the facility or

put a condition of limiting the size of the facility
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to a more acceptable level, which would limit the
use by itself and reduce the mass and impact on the
adjoining residences and the community as a whole.

I think I've said enough. TI'll let the
witnesses address these points, and we'll try to be
as brief as we can.

Thank you.

MS. BRAY: Hi. My name is Joan Bray,
and my family and I have lived at 3202 Cleveland
Avenue for the last 23 years. And I'm providing the
introduction for the National Cathedral Neighborhood
Association, which you haven't heard about so far
today.

The association has many substantive
comments. There are several important myths to
dispel about the NCS outreach, the level of
community opposition, and the weight which should be
accorded to the ANC recommendation.

First, I would like to point out that at
the time of the ANC vote on the proposed
construction of the NCS athletic center, the ANC was
not aware of the extent of the opposition to the
project in our neighborhood. As a result, the ANC
gave very little credence to neighborhood concerns
and asked for few restrictions on size and use of

the facility.
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When the ANC meeting took place to vote
on this project, NCS had the room stacked with its
own Board members, its own students, parents, and
alumni, many of whom do not live in the
neighborhood. Many of the neighbors, in fact, were
completely unaware of the proposal.

We challenge the Cathedral's contention
that the neighbors were fully informed. Indeed,
when neighbors eventually did become better
informed, large numbers of them expressed their
opposition to this project.

What was the nature of NCS's outreach to
the community? They met with residents at Woodley
Road and 34th Street, who, of course, are the people
who are most affected by this construction.

They met with and worked with the ANC,
and they met with individuals, many of whom were
affiliated in some way with the Cathedral. There
are many people in our neighborhood who either teach
there or have children at the school, and they find
it difficult to oppose the project.

The "discussions" amounted to a
presentation of the Cathedral's plans and a plea for
support. It was a monologue, not a dialogue. There
was no serious effort to meet with the community as

a whole. In fact, the Cathedral avoided doing so to
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push things through and hoping it would be too late
for opposition to surface.

After the signs were posted announcing
the zoning hearings, the first one, many neighbors
realized the enormous size and scale of this
project. The neighborhood quickly organized an
attempt to inform the neighbors broadly and to
obtain signatures opposing the construction. When
the Cathedral became aware of the growing
opposition, then, and only then, did they deliver
yellow fliers to our doorsteps, inviting us to come
by and see the plan on April 3rd, which is just 10
days ago.

Clearly, NCS had rightly been concerned
about neighborhood opposition and hoped to postpone
the day of reckoning until it was too late for any
serious opposition to form. Why didn't they send
the fliers out last July or August, i1f they really
wanted to have a meaningful discussion, and if they
wanted us to be informed?

When I and others began canvassing the
neighborhood, we learned that most people were not
aware or had very little information. When they
became aware of the magnitude of the project, it was
easy to get petition signatures. As you may

remember, at the March 3rd hearing, dozens of people

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

were here as parties, and they stated that the ANC
failed to represent their interest.

At that time, we submitted over 100
petitions opposing the project. Now I would like to
submit an additional 195 petitions gathered since
March 3rd. The total number is over 300.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Give it to staff.

MS. BRAY: Okay. How does this work? I
wanted to go up to the map.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Use the mike.

MS. BRAY: Oh, I see.

I would like to present to you a map of
the area. 1In yellow here are the Cathedral grounds,
and this is the NCS school, and also this is the NCS
school. The blue are the houses that are owned by
the Cathedral, and various faculty members or people
live in those homes.

The red are -- the other yellow things
are schools or churches in our neighborhood. The
red are the houses where one or more persons signed
the petition opposing this project. So you can see
that along Woodley Road it is totally solid. The
project is here. And along the neighborhood here,
many -- these people do not have offstreet parking.
The people here do not have offstreet parking, and

they -- a few do along here.
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Also, along Garfield Street here, there
is solid opposition, and along Wisconsin Avenue. So
I just wanted you to see that the opposition really
surrounds the Cathedral grounds.

MR. DERNOGA: Ms. Bray, could you point
out to the Board, as best you know, the limits of
the Cleveland Park Citizens Association boundaries?

MS. BRAY: Oh, right. I believe the
Cleveland Park Citizens cutoff is Woodley Road here.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, that's not
correct.

MS. BRAY: No?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: It picks up the little
block.

MS. BRAY: It picks up this little block
right here.

CHATRPERSON REID: You cannot speak off
the mike. You can't speak from the audience,
please.

MS. BRAY: All right. The Cleveland
Park Citizens -- Cleveland Park is here. This is
Woodley Park, and this is Massachusetts Avenue
Heights. So the people in Woodley Park here, and in
Massachusetts Avenue Heights here, are not
represented by the Cleveland Park Citizens

Association.
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I just have a few remarks. Among the
neighbors there is, in fact, considerable objection
to NCS proceeding with such a massive project
without seriously and candidly discussing its impact
in advance with the neighbors. Parking is a
widespread concern, and common sense tells us that
if one of the Cathedral schools is hosting a sports
event people will park on the surrounding streets.

Size and mass of the building, and the
length and height of the side of the building facing
34th Street and Woodley Road, are a big concern. If
you are a pigeon perched on a gargoyle, looking down
from the height of the Cathedral, you might see only
the pretty green field they present to you.

If you are a mere mortal living or
strolling around the neighborhood, what you will see
instead is a monstrous 22-foot concrete wall topped
by a seven-foot four-inch chain link fence on 34th
Street, and a 12- to 17-foot wall on Woodley Road,
also topped by a chain link fence. So from our
perspective as neighbors, it is not "an underground
facility" in any real sense.

The neighborhood, while recognizing that
young women who attend the school need locker rooms
and more gym space, feel that this facility is

excessive. As the petitions demonstrate, not only
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is the community opposed, but the community was not
adequately informed, and the ANC has failed to live
up to its obligation to represent the community
interest.

We ask that you deny the NCS application
for a special exception and ask them to return to
the drawing board to have a significantly reduced
facility which would be more aesthetically pleasant
to the people in our neighborhood.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I have a question.
Now, in regard to the map that you've displayed, did
I understand you to say that all of the red, the
areas in red, the houses in red, are those houses
who are -- the persons who are in opposition?

MS. BRAY: Yes. It means that one or
more people in that household signed the petition --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Signed the petition.

MS. BRAY: -- against the project, yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Now, did
you say that on, let's see, Garfield, Woodley --

MS. BRAY: This is Garfield. This is
Woodley.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Did you say -- did I
understand you to say that everyone on -- is that

34th Street?
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MS. BRAY: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: 34th Street and on
Woodley and --

MS. BRAY: And along Klingle and
Cleveland in this Woodley Park area, and some of it
is in Cleveland Park, I understand.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. You said that
everyone was in opposition.

MS. BRAY: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. ©Now, what
about those houses that I see that are not colored
in?

MS. BRAY: They are people -- a lot of
them are here -- they are --

CHAIRPERSON REID: In support.

MS. BRAY: Either they weren't at home
-- there were many people -- it takes a lot of time
to go around the neighborhood and find everybody at
home, so there were a lot of people -- like I know
that these people were not approached, and these
people over here were basically not approached.

But in this area, I think -- I know that
there were two or three people on this block who
were here testifying on behalf of the Cathedral and
are in support of the project.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right. Now, let
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me see -- Wisconsin Avenue --

MS. BRAY: Yes.

CHATRPERSON REID: Is that every house
on Wisconsin Avenue or --

MS. BRAY: No. These are apartment
buildings, and the apartment buildings are huge.

But we've just colored in a little part of them. 1In
this building, we have 10 petition signers, six,
five, five --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MS. BRAY: -- one.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. So --

MS. BRAY: We were only up there for an
hour one day.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I understand. In
apartment buildings, you have some people who were
and some people who weren't, is that what you're
saying? And how are you depicting that on that map?

MS. BRAY: These petitions were gathered
by standing on Wisconsin Avenue when people came
home, explaining to them and having them read the
petition, and having them sign it, in one hour. So
I don't have any idea what the position is of the
other people who live in the apartment buildings
there.

CHAIRPERSON REID: So if a person who
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lived in a given apartment building was in
opposition, one person, then you would color that in
red?

MS. BRAY: If one --

CHATRPERSON REID: Would you color the
building red, if there was just one or two people --

MS. BRAY: No. See, the building is
this big, but we only colored the little portions.

CHATRPERSON REID: I don't understand
what you mean by that.

MR. DERNOGA: In other words, she only
partially filled in the building because of --

MS. BRAY: This is a huge apartment
building. There are many more than --

CHATIRPERSON REID: So the part that you
filled in is representative of what?

MS. BRAY: You know, just to indicate
that some of the people in these apartments --

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right.

MS. BRAY: -- have signed the petition.
There are a total of 38 people along there who have
signed the petition.

MR. DERNOGA: Next we have Bob Brandon.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Before I let her go,
I have to find out -- were there any cross

examination questions of --
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MR. QUIN: I can just do that at the
end. Do you want to do it at the end? Or however
you want to do it is --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Do you want to do it
at the end?

MR. QUIN: Whatever is --

MR. DERNOGA: I think it would be --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. That's fine.
And we can just have the people come up. All right.

MR. DERNOGA: Since we did it all at
once for them, we'll do it --

MR. BRANDON: Thank you, Madam Chairman
and members of the Zoning Board. My name is Robert
Brandon. I live at 3417 Woodley Road. I am a
parent of three daughters at the National Cathedral
School.

My wife and I work tirelessly -- and I
should say really my wife works tirelessly -- to
support the efforts of the school in many volunteer
activities. And we are very supportive of the
school and enjoy the fact that our children are able
to live there, and we enjoy the fact that we are
able to live in the neighborhood.

You have a very tough role. You
obviously heard six hours of presentation by very

skillful attorneys. You heard from many people that
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are connected to the school, either their Board or
various official capacities, and some people that
work for the school, and some residents.

And what I think we need to have you do,
and what we'd ask you to do, is to do the thing that
I believe the Zoning Board is supposed to do, which
is to balance the interests of the property owners
and the neighbors in various situations that require
an exception, because that's exactly what's being
asked for here.

And I want to mention in particular that
I am going to talk a little bit about the need
because it, in my view, goes directly to the size of
the structure and the outside uses of the structure,
which are the most impactful on the neighborhood and
on the parking of the -- the parking impact. So
that you can't separate the size, the need from the
size, and, therefore, from the potential adverse
impacts of this structure. And I think what you
need to do is look at those and to balance them.

MR. QUIN: Excuse me one second, please.

Madam Chairperson, members of the Board,
may I just renew my objection on the basis that
there is no requirement for need in Section 206.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, I believe

when we raised this issue on cross examination, Mr.
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Quin said that he wouldn't propose us raising --

CHATRPERSON REID: Overruled.

MR. BRANDON: May I continue?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: Thank you. As you will
hear, the size of this facility and the intended
uses go way beyond the needs of the girls of the
school of 550 students. The result is to create a
project that adversely impacts on the neighborhood.

And if the project was sized to meet the
needs of the girls, or moved to the interior of this
57-acre property, this unique property, the school
could enjoy the improved athletic facilities, which
I support, and its neighbors would be able to enjoy
their residential neighborhood. And that's why we
want the Board to reject the current application for
an exception and suggest that the school go back and
negotiate changes that will mitigate these adverse
impacts.

There has to be some compromise between
the school's desire and the needs of the neighbors,
and I must say I was aghast when I first learned of
the size of this facility. I couldn't understand
why they came to the size that they did.

So we tried to take a look at what

brought them to this point. And we don't want to
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tell -- I don't want to tell the school how to
develop its athletic program. I mean, I have lots
of interest. I'm on the Sports Committee at the
school. I have an interest in the athletic program
because my three girls all participate in various
forms. But we're not here, and I know you're not
here, to tell them how to run their athletic
program.

But this building is so big, and it will
have such a great impact on the neighborhood, that
we had to look at the professed needs of something
so large. So first we looked at the school's own
studies.

This facility is 85,000 square feet.
It's bigger, by far, than anything recommended in
the past, and it's located right on a residential
street right on the edge of this property. Indeed,
in 1990, when the school population was the same as
now, a consultant developed a long-range building
plan for NCS.

This three-phase building plan -- and I
might add the first phase has already been built in
the lower school -- recommended a much smaller
athletic facility. And, in fact, I'd like to hand
out if I could some handouts to the Board to just --

let me just refer to a couple of them. Recommended

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

a much smaller athletic facility. And the top of
this -- do you need another one?

This is from that study. The facility
was recommended at 20,000 square feet, incorporated
into the existing gatehouse at this site. And it's
shown by the hash mark. That's the addition.
You'll also notice that four of the tennis courts
remain. There is no dramatic elevation of the
entire what's called the practice field there and
the area that they're talking about now.

And I might note with interest that --
speaking on behalf of three girls that all play
tennis, they were quite upset when they heard that
current plans are to eliminate the tennis, which
also, by the way, you heard earlier there is a
tradeoff. They made an arrangement with St. Albans
to have one season of girl's tennis there and one
season of boy's tennis.

The fact of the matter is that middle
school girls play tennis in both seasons, and that's
being eliminated. Many girls were turned away from
being able to play on the varsity team, and I'm sure
there are other people that can talk about that.

But the point is that this facility was
20,000 square feet. And even in this report, the

planner identified potential serious adverse impacts
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on the neighborhood if the school pursued even this
sized option.

When the Cathedral Master Plan Committee
considered a field house, they looked at three
possible sites. And if you take a look at the
second sheet on this handout, and open up the map, I
want to just point out to you there are two sites
that were looked at that are in the interior of the
close. They're in green. And there is a third
site, which is roughly where the current site is
being suggested. It's either blue or pink, as I ran
out of highlighter.

Two of these sites are on the interior
of the close, as I say, away from the residential
neighborhood. One wouldn't even be visible to any
neighbors, and the other would sit below Beauvoir
School, much farther from the neighborhood than the
current proposed site.

Either of these locations would
considerably mitigate the adverse impacts on the
neighborhood. These alternatives were never
mentioned to anyone in the neighborhood. 1In fact,
we only found out about them when the ANC secured
this master plan, after many years of asking, in
mid-February.

I want to point out on the next -- the
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third sheet of the handout is an excerpt from the
master plan, the draft master plan. It has three
sketches of potential athletic facilities in the
three areas that I mentioned to you.

You might also notice, if you look at
them, that they are moderate in size. The lowest
one, which is to be sited by Woodley Road, in fact,
incorporates the existing gatehouse and has an
expanse running probably about 80 feet across, as
opposed to 280 feet which the current wall would do.

The fact of the matter is that in
looking at this the Cathedral Draft Master Plan
Committee rejected the two interior sites for an
athletic facility because they said they didn't --
they would be too large and be too burdensome on
other activities of the Cathedral. TIf that's true
on the interior of this 57-acre lot, imagine what it
will be like on the very edge in the most
residential part of the surrounding area.

We continue to look -- the Brailsford &
Dunleavy study that was mentioned earlier, which we
were not able to get a copy of formally -- the
school didn't want to release it -- but we did get a
copy of it, apparently. There was a summary
released, but the details were not.

The Brailsford & Dunleavy study
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suggested three options, all smaller than this
facility. Two were 50- to 60,000 square feet. A
third was 30- to 40,000 square feet. These
recommendations anticipated all three schools using
the facility. 1In other words, the study was
conducted assuming that the three schools -- St.
Albans, National Cathedral, and Beauvoir -- would
all share the facility.

In fact, what's before you today is a
facility for the National Cathedral School alone, so
it would only be logical that they would need less.
The master plan reinforces about the shared facility
for all three schools.

The project before you has four
basketball courts, an indoor track -- I think it's
the only one in the city for a high school; I'm not
aware of any others -- a 3,500 square feet weight
room, which is larger by far than, for example, the
Tenley Sport and Health weight room up the block
that I think has 1,500 members, and two multipurpose
rooms.

Two gyms and a weight room are the
standard among area schools. Some schools have one
gym, some have two, but none have four. NCS has
always maintained that a new facility was needed to

allow NCS to remain competitive with other schools

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

in the area. None of us are interested in denying
the legitimate improvements of the girl's athletic
program, and I, for one, want to have my girls
continue to compete and try to win.

But let's look at how NCS does compare.
And, again, if you look at the handouts that I gave
you, we put two charts together. First, the schools
that the Brailsford study looked at, and then we
looked at other independent school league schools
that were comparable.

And if you just look at the highlighted
line, talking about gyms, you will see that NCS
compares -- would compare gquite nicely. Right now,
they have one large gym and a small gym. But with
two gyms, they would compare quite nicely, and
nobody has four gyms.

There is two charts here, so I just
wanted to call your attention to the fact that there
are two different charts in that handout.

Note that the NCS indoor facilities are
comparable. What about the overall square footage?
Let's compare that again. The Brailsford study
demonstrates that disparity exists, but also
demonstrates -- I'm sorry. Let me start over.

NCS has stated that they suffer from

disparity in athletic facilities with St. Albans on
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the close. And that is absolutely true. I went to
a meeting that was held by Dean Baxter, the dean of
the Cathedral, about two years ago when he spoke
about how the Cathedral operates. And I was very
impressed with his interest in trying to rationalize
the resources on the close and protect the
community.

He spoke about his intention to have the
three schools always share limited valuable
resources rather than duplicate them. He cited two
reasons -- maintaining the past rule setting of the
close, and keeping in harmony with the residential
community. It made sense to me then, and it makes
sense to me now.

The school has also indicated that -- in
negotiations with the National Cathedral
Neighborhood Association -- that the size of the
building could not be reduced because it has to
support an athletic field on top. They state in the
master plan that -- I'm sorry.

The Cathedral has stated, however, in
the master plan that -- I'm sorry. The Cathedral
has stated, however, in the master plan that an
early and easy decision regarding their field space
was to require that St. Albans and NCS share fields.

Again, if you look from a bird's-eye
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view of the close, the Cathedral has set aside
approximately 17 acres for field sports, more
outdoor athletic space than most of the suburban
private schools in the area. 2And I can tell you no
other D.C. school, public or private, comes close to
that.

So we could ask NCS to share that field
space with St. Albans, like they're sharing the
tennis courts, in order to build this field and to
build this building. They could share the field
space in order to reduce the build.

And, in fact, if NCS wants to commit
space to a field, it could put a field in this spot
and not mount it on top of a three-story building,
even if it's depressed a story and a half into the
ground.

After these studies I mentioned were
completed, the consultant recommended 30- to 60,000
gross square feet of new indoor space for all three
schools. With these comparisons, a proposal was
advanced for NCS alone for a facility which jumped
to 77,000 square feet, far beyond anything the
Cathedral had to justify.

It's from these design requirements that
the proposal before you now derives. For just NCS

alone, it is 85,000 square feet. That means NCS
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will have the largest facility in the area, 60
percent larger than the next largest school, which
is the Landon School in suburban Maryland. They
have 48,000 square feet of indoor space, gross
indoor space. And three times as large as one of
the principal schools, girl's schools that Mrs.
Underwood has mentioned before in terms of
potentially competing, and that's Holton Arms, and
they have 25,000 square feet.

The neighborhood should not have to
suffer these adverse impacts from such a large
project. And just to point out, two schools
recently have built athletic facilities, the only
free-standing field houses that have been built
recently in the D.C. area -- and I'm sure you're
familiar with them -- and they are much smaller.

The Madera School Athletic Center, built
five or six years ago, has two gyms and measures
28,000 square feet. Georgetown Visitation recently
built a facility with two gyms that is even smaller.

No school in the area has an indoor
track. No school has four basketball courts. My
daughter runs as part of her athletic curriculum at
school, and she said -- you know, I -- she was
aghast that somebody would run indoors, she said,

"except some old fogies like you, Dad."
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I don't understand why we need all of
that in this building. If that's what's driving the
size, we should reject it.

There is always going to be tension
between the interest of an institution to expand and
the need to limit the expansion so that it doesn't
compromise the goals and objectives of the
neighborhood. Particularly in a low density
residential neighborhood, to acknowledge one without
balancing it against the other is contrary to the
D.C. comprehensive plan and the obligation of this
Board.

The Board has an opportunity to balance
those interests, and we look to you to require a
smaller facility, ask the school to come back and
put limits -- limit them to school use, so as to
protect the legitimate interests of the
neighborhood.

Thank you very much. Any questions?

CHAIRPERSON REID: I just have a short
guestion. Are you advocating that the facility be
smaller, one, and, two, that the use of the facility
be limited to just the students and not the
community at all?

MR. BRANDON: Yes. First of all, I

believe the school -- I believe the facility is
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being placed in the wrong place. I think it should
be in the interior of the close, where two of the
other sites have been considered. If that's not the
case, it should be reduced substantially, more along
the lines of previous recommendations by
consultants, looking at options and at the Cathedral
master plan.

On the use question, because it was
mentioned before -- I want to just mention briefly;
I know others will talk about it. When you multiply
one full size basketball court to four, and that
basketball court now is used until 11:00 at night
often by people playing pickup games, and so on, and
it's used by school-aged kids, because I coached one
of my daughter's basketball leagues, practice until
about 7:00. But after that, it has other uses.

If there are now four courts available
to rent out, I know a number of people that play for
downtown D.C. law firms that would like more space
to play, and I think that's what they're talking
about. So it's -- when you say it's the same use,
it's the same use but multiplied as many as four
times.

And I live right across the street from
those fields, and they are barely used now. And

there is no use on the weekends but for the tennis,
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which is often 10 to 15 people. And I don't mind
hearing the balls bounce, frankly.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. GILREATH: I'm not clear on your
position. You said it should be smaller and located
elsewhere. Would you be in favor of the facility
being located above ground? If it were smaller and
located close to the interior, you'd say above
ground --

MR. BRANDON: Well, the two sites that
have been suggested by the master plan -- interior
of the close -- two above ground facilities could
have -- either place, an above ground facility would
not have been visible from almost anyone on the
residential neighborhood of all three sides.

The difference here is when you walk
down Woodley Road, as you'll see in a little bit,
this is a -- for right now, there is nothing
obstructing the view. It sweeps slowly up to the
Cathedral and from 34th Street as well. But now we
will have a 25-foot or some odd size building on
34th Street, and between 17 or 18 feet to 12 feet on
Woodley Road.

And it's not just the height; it's the
expanse. The expanse on 34th Street is almost 300

feet. That's different than the masses of the
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houses across the street. And on Woodley Road, it's
I think 260 or 80 feet.

MR. GILREATH: And you don't feel that
the landscaping that's been proposed would mitigate
the view for the residents across the street?

MR. BRANDON: No. It's almost
impossible to build a -- I mean, if you look at this
wall over here, and imagine walking down the street,
and right now there is no wall and you're just
looking out at green, and now imagine that being
twice as high, almost twice as high -- it will
certainly be more than twice as high on the 34th
Street side -- but just be 30 feet away maybe from
where -- here to there, 17 or 18 feet high, a dirt
berm with plants around it still obscures the entire
view. And then on top of that, an eight-foot chain
link fence.

I don't think that is necessary, and I
don't think it's wise. I don't think it's proper
for the neighborhood. And I think there are so many
nicer alternatives, many of which the school was
presented with in the earlier stages of this when
they had more modest goals of their athletic
facility.

MR. DERNOGA: Next we have a Tom Farmer.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right.
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MR. DERNOGA: I think he will be fairly
brief. I think Bob was probably one of the longest.

CHATIRPERSON REID: Yes. Because you --
let's see, you've got about 20 minutes.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON REID: For this segment.

MR. FARMER: My name is Thomas Farmer.

I live, and have lived for 40 years, at 3456 McComb
Street, which is two blocks away from the Cathedral
close, and especially the part of the close where
the proposed applicant's facility is going to be
placed.

I will -- because the working day is
almost over, and the performance is just starting, I
will make everybody happy by being brief and not
repeating what other colleagues of mine have talked
about.

I do want to say very briefly that I
endorse what Bob Brandon just said about the size of
the facility in comparison to other schools. I've
studied all of that material, and I won't repeat it.
But I believe it's essentially correct, and it is an
integral part of some of the points I want to make.

I will take some time, indulge you with
some further background on my interest in this

facility or my reason why I think it is relevant for
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you to give me some of your time, going beyond being
a resident -- long-time resident and knowing the
neighborhood and knowing how the neighborhood feels.

I also have had a close association with
the Cathedral schools over the years. I have three
children, two daughters and a son, all of whom at
one time or another attended and graduated from
those schools. My daughters especially have
benefitted potentially from school athletics, even
in an earlier day when the facilities were somewhat
more limited.

And let me just say my daughters are now
40 years old, over 40 years old, and both of them
are active in competitive sports on a national level
in their age group. One daughter is swimming in the
national competition coming up in San Diego soon,
and the other one is in national rowing races.

So I hear a lot about the importance of
women's athletics. My daughter who is swimming is
also a devoted NCS alumnus and on the Visiting
Committee, and I have certainly talked to her about
her views of the need for new facilities, etcetera.

Maybe more importantly and relevant to
your consideration, one aspect of it, is that I
served for three and a half years as Chairman of the

Advisory Board of the National Capital
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Transportation Agency. That Board -- my appointment
was a Presidential appointment with Senate
confirmation, and that Board was the agency that
reoriented the transportation patterns in the
District.

We changed the plans that the District
Commissioners had for eight-lane interstate highways
and managed, over a number of years, to substitute
the Metro system. I can assure you that that was
not done lightly, and that there were constant
traffic analyses of all neighborhoods and how
various things impacted the neighborhoods. And I
believe that your Board is entitled to that type of
professional information.

You've heard a great deal of anecdotal
data about what traffic and various parking patterns
are going to be. As far as I can tell, the studies
that have been submitted are fragmentary, they are
out of date, the assumptions are not clear, and let
me say that the turnaround in the District's
transportation patterns resulted when we discovered
what the real assumptions of the Corps of Engineers
were, which were quite different from what they
appeared to be.

So I believe that in making this kind of

an analysis the Board needs to have, and should have
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before it makes up its mind, some really
professional up-to-date studies, especially those
focuses on what kind of non-school use is really
going to be intended. That gets vaguer all the
time.

The extent to which the Cathedral
Foundation intends to use this facility for non-
school use -- and I want to remind you it's not just
the NCS Board that's going to make that decision.
In fact, the NCS Board is not even the legal entity
that's before you. These decisions are going to be
made by the applicant.

And the very size of the facility raises
guestions about what are their intention, and, in
part, they say -- and maybe with some justification
-- they are responding to some neighborhood
interests. That may or may not be the case. But I
think in making an analysis partly in the traffic
area, but otherwise too, of what this is really
going to mean to the neighborhood, and you have to
weigh those, balance those needs.

You need to have a really clear
understanding and commitment -- a long-range
commitment, not something that is going to be
debated by an Advisory Committee and then the

present NCS Board, etcetera, are gone and they have
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new guidelines.

I think this is a matter of real
importance, and you need to know exactly what you
have before you, and you need some commitments that
make sense.

Let me call your attention to something
that I'm sure you remember more clearly than I do.
You had an application recently from another school
in the very same neighborhood -- the International
School, which is just down the street on McComb
Street. They have almost as many students as NCS,
and they have come in with a facility -- a joint
athletic and academic facility which is much, much
smaller. It's a fragment of what NCS is applying
for.

But they worked out with the
neighborhood an agreement that you looked at and you
approved, and it's a long and complicated agreement.
I don't want to call your attention to the whole
thing, but the part that is, I think, most relevant
-- and possibly goes a little bit beyond what we
would want -- it says, "The Washington International
School agrees that the gymnasium-art center will not
be rented or used by third parties, i.e. outside
groups or entities, at any time.

"Such new facilities will not be used
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for any commercial purposes. School will limit its
athletic events and non-athletic events to a level
which is consistent with the 1996-'97 athletic
calendar," and so forth and so on. I think this is
maybe a little tighter than it absolutely needs to
be, but I think the essential element is that the
school or the Cathedral should not be using this
facility for revenue-raising purposes.

And let me tell you that the NCS long-
range plan, which you can get on the internet, the
1995 plan, specifically talks about maximum use of
-- maximum fund raising use of the facilities.

So that's at least an open gquestion, and
I think this is a crucial element that needs to be
pinned down before you can weigh what I would say
are the legitimate needs of the applicant and the
impact on the neighborhood, which admittedly is not
easy to define firmly.

Opinions vary. I lean on the side, on
the basis of my experience, that the impact --
traffic impact is going to be much greater. I've
seen that in all of the various studies we did, the
developers, and the Corps of Engineers, and we said,
"All of these highways are going to take cars off
the streets, and don't worry about it," but the

professional studies just didn't back it up.
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So I urge you to get that kind of data
and evaluate firm, hard data, commitments on outside
use that, in your opinion, is reasonable, and you
know that there are other schools -- the Sheraton
School, etcetera -- where similar considerations
were weighed, and not approve this application until
you've got some hard data rather than a lot of
opinions and policies that keep shifting, and school
policies that are hard to define.

And nothing has been heard from the
Foundation, who are the applicant and who are the
final arbiter in these decisions. So I -- that is
the essence of my statement. I would be glad to
answer any questions.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. PARSONS: I don't have any questions
at this time.

MR. DERNOGA: We have Tom Walsh next.

CHATRPERSON REID: Mr. Dernoga, how many
other witnesses do you have for this segment?

MR. DERNOGA: I think we have three
others.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Then you have
three other witnesses --

MR. DERNOGA: Three total.

CHATRPERSON REID: Three total? Okay.
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Then you really have 10 minutes; I'll give you 15,
five apiece.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.

MR. DERNOGA: I might need a couple
minutes, but we'll -- I'll get the whip out.

MR. WALSH: Good afternoon, Madam
Chairperson and Board members. My name is Tom
Walsh, and I live with my family at 3401 Woodley
Road, directly across the street from the National
Cathedral School playing fields. We have lived in
the District of Columbia for almost 20 years now,
and in our current home on Woodley Road for the last
12 years.

I have two daughters who attend --
currently attend National Cathedral School.

The Washington National Cathedral, taken
together with the schools and the other entities on
the close, certainly, in my view, comprise, as many
have said today, a unique institution and landmark
here in the District.

We chose to live where we do, in fact,
at least in part because of what the Cathedral and
its schools and its grounds add to the neighborhood
and bring to our lives. We have also been, and

continue to be even today, active supporters of the
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Cathedral, of the National Cathedral School, and of
the other organizations on the close as well.

Now, over the last 10 years there has
been a substantial increase, in our experience, in
the number and variety of activities that take place
on the close. The Foundation could, no doubt,
document specifically what my own experience has
shown, and that is that the variety and number of
events on the close is continuing to increase and
that that increase is perhaps accelerating.

This substantial and continuing growth
in activities that are carried on in the close has
imposed some substantial and adverse consequences on
Woodley Road and, indeed, on all of the surrounding
neighborhoods.

The Cathedral Foundation and its
constituent organizations have placed a substantial
parking and traffic burden on several of the
surrounding neighborhoods. Residents of those
neighborhoods, including Cleveland Park, are faced
with this situation daily.

It is attributable to the fact that the
Cathedral Foundation and its constituent entities
have been remarkably successful in attracting what
may be now approaching something between 800 and a

million visitors a year to this unique 59-acre
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property -- tourists and pilgrims, volunteers,
faculty, staff of the schools, students of the
several schools, parents, alumni, friends, and
outside users of the close property.

It is also important to note for those
persons without reserved parking on the close
itself, Woodley Road and the surrounding streets are
very much the parking location of choice, both for
students, NCS students, and those going to locations
on the north side of the close.

And with this inexorable pressure on
parking resources comes also the steady daily
traffic congestion on Woodley Road and on other
Cleveland Park and surrounding neighborhood streets.
These streets are not designed to be major arteries,
and yet, to a large extent, that is the very nature
of the traffic that flows along them.

Along with the personal vehicles
associated with the Cathedral and related activity
have come sightseeing trolleys and strings of tour
buses, to join with the Metro bus throughout the
day, and, indeed, fighting for passage at various
times each day down Woodley to 34th Street and
beyond.

No one would question that the parking

and traffic problems are serious and they need to be
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addressed. Even the most dedicated supporters of
the Cathedral acknowledge the seriousness of the
problem.

When Mr. Mack Coffey, the chair of the
Cathedral's master planning group, presented a
briefing on the draft master plan to the community
last fall, he acknowledged the nature of the
problems, the magnitude of the problems, and,
indeed, stated that the Woodley Road situation was a
disaster.

Notwithstanding the substantial
likelihood that this proposed facility and program
will lead to further increases in traffic congestion
and unmet parking demand, there is no explanation of
how, in fact, the Foundation and NCS will ensure
that these matters are dealt with effectively.

This same point was made by the
Cleveland Park Historical Society in its letter to
this Board of April 2nd. The Society pointed out
the nature and scope of the potential problems and
expressed its view that while NCS has asserted the
project will neither create nor aggravate such
problems that Cleveland Park Historical Society is
not aware of any impartial studies which support
those assertions.

On the other hand, the Foundation's own
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exhaustive master planning process, which has been
underway for quite some time, and the draft master
plan which has emerged from that process, express
the task force's conclusion that there is currently
a parking deficit in excess of 300 spaces on the
close.

Assuming the proposed athletic complex
is built, along with the new conference center for
the College of Preachers, the master plan estimates
the deficit will rise to 573 spaces over the next 17
to 18 years.

Additionally, if at some point the
Foundation eliminates on close parking in what is
called the sacred precinct, the area immediately
surrounding the Cathedral, the deficit will rise to
something in excess of 952 spaces. So today, even
before an athletic facility is built, the
neighborhoods surrounding the close have to shoulder
the burden of that substantial parking deficit.

Notwithstanding this, the only mention
of traffic and parking in the original NCS uses
statement for the athletic complex is the assertion
that the existing parking patterns for athletic
events will move from Woodley Road, 35th Street, and
36th Street, to the new garage and to other areas in

the close, ostensibly South Road in the Beauvoir
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parking at the top of the Beauvoir Drive.

It is important to note in this regard
that the only new additional parking the Foundation
and NCS are proposing for this project are the
spaces enclosed within the garage. The Beauvoir and
South Road areas that are specified already exist
and will be available and have been available for
years, depending on the demand at any particular
point in time.

Therefore, there is no change proposed
in regard to surface parking associated with this
project. There is also no explanation how any of
these shifts will be made to happen. And, indeed,
it is hardly likely that they will occur.

We are left to wonder why parking habits
and patterns that have existed for years around the
existing athletic fields, tennis courts, and the
Proctor and Whitley gyms at the Wisconsin Avenue end
of Woodley Road, have not long before now moved on
to the close, to the North Road and to the South
Road.

I can say from my 12 years of experience
living in Cleveland Park on Woodley Road that the
areas identified for the athletic complex parking
often do not have all of the spaces available and

that the spaces are simply not convenient for
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vigsitors. The fact of the matter is that people
find parking on the street right in front of or
beside their destination to be ideal, no matter
whether the parking impairs access to driveways or
fills up a Metro bus zone.

Furthermore, it's highly likely that the
students and visitors alike will forego parking in
an underground garage where apparently two-thirds of
the parking available will be stacked parking,
requiring people to block themselves in and leave
their keys. What I suspect we have all learned in
the city is that the way people park, where they
park, and whether they will choose to park illegally
or legally to be close to their destination, is a
matter of time and personal convenience.

Obedience to the traffic rules, the
posted signs, and the like, are not paramount
considerations. Routine instances are common and
recurring on the streets surrounding the close.

There is a special recurring situation
that occurs in event days at the Cathedral --
Cathedral services, a wide array of Cathedral
special events like concerts, flower mart, the open
house, NCS and Beauvoir School events to name just a
few examples. On these days, the difficult parking

and traffic situations become acute problems.
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And on the north of Cleveland Park's
side of the close the streets are jammed with cars,
cars that are often parked illegally and
dangerously. Entrance and exit from driveways is
impaired and hazardous at best, and traffic on
Woodley and nearby streets becomes gridlocked.

The facility proposed by the Foundation
and NCS can only exacerbate these problems, unless
substantive and binding commitments are made by the
Foundation and NCS to take effective preventive and
mitigating measures to ensure that the conditions do
not occur in the first place.

If you take a careful and objective look
at the size and the features, the amenities to be
included in the facility, and at the uses that are
proposed or contemplated, you will, I believe, reach
the same conclusion.

Excuse me?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Your time is actually
up. Do you have just a couple of --

MR. WALSH: Well, let me finish up then.
There are three specific additional impacts that I
believe adversely affect the immediately adjoining
neighbors. With the new complex built at the
proposed site, there will be a significant transfer

in the locus of much of the current athletic and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

other activities and the associated parking demand
from the Wisconsin end of Woodley in the midst of
the NCS Cathedral campus down Woodley Road to the
residential 3400 and 3500 blocks of Woodley.

This will occur as the athletic and
rental uses of Proctor and Whitley move to the new
facility. There will also be a refocusing in the
concentration of athletic activity as the athletic
and physical fitness activities which are now spread
along Woodley and around the close are all
collocated in the 3400 block of Woodley Road.

And, finally, the substantial increase
in the size and facilities and the variety of the
spaces will, as NCS properly envisions, attract more
faculty, staff, and students than currently engage
in these activities, and far more non-student, non-
school related individuals as well.

Thank you very much for your attention.
I appreciate it.

MR. DERNOGA: We have Ed Heruhy next.
We'd like to -- do you have any questions? We have
Ed Heruhy next. We'd like to qualify him as an
expert in traffic planning.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right.

MR. DERNOGA: And he has his resume, and

we'll just try to be real brief. Here's the resume
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here.
CHAIRPERSON REID: Could you submit --
MR. HERUHY: Thank you, Madam Chairman.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Just a moment,

please.
Could you submit his resume to staff --
MR. DERNOGA: Yes.
CHATRPERSON REID: -- please, before you
begin?

MR. HERUHY: My resume is located on the
next-to-the-last page.

CHAIRPERSON REID: This witness is going
to be testifying in areas of transportation?

MR. DERNOGA: Yes, parking and --

MR. HERUHY: Traffic.

MR. DERNOGA: -- traffic.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay. Mr. Quin, is
there a problem?

MR. QUIN: No.

MR. DERNOGA: And we will keep it brief.

CHAIRPERSON REID: There is no
objection. So, therefore, we will accept him as an
expert witness.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay. Thank you.

MR. HERUHY: Thank you, Madam Chairman.

That will cut some time now. I was going to --
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thought I had to give my background and verbally --

As you have just received, I have
prepared a statement for the Board today in advance
of this hearing. And basically, in conjunction with
the group that you have just been hearing from, I
was asked to review the work that has been done by
Grove Slade in support of this project, and I
believe that is in a memorandum dated February 12,
1999, and I presume that is already part of the
record.

Basically, I was asked to review that,
and also some of the parking and traffic comments
that were prepared by the NCS, I guess, in their
preparation of their draft master plan, which I
guess was released recently.

Basically, as a traffic analyst and a
consultant in the same area which Mr. Slade works
in, we are each familiar with how we operate and do
these traffic impact studies. Basically, the
analysis of existing conditions, however, as
presented by Mr. Slade, we do differ a little bit on
how much of an analysis should have been done.

He has selected only two intersections
on Woodley Road, two unsignalized intersections.
Traffic impact studies, at least most of those that

I have worked on, would also considered signalized
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intersections, most importantly the one at 34th and
Woodley, and, of course, the intersection of
Wisconsin and Woodley.

Why would these intersections be
analyzed? Because they are part of a larger scope.
They are part of a traffic pattern that exists in
the District of Columbia and this area.

I do not live in the area, by the way.

I guess I was supposed to give my residence. I live
in Reston, Virginia, and work in Annandale,
Virginia. I guess I have driven by the site
approximately, you know, 40 to 50 times on my way to
meetings at the Sheraton Hotel. I use that as a
shortcut, so it was a traffic pattern that involves
coming down Massachusetts and going across Garfield
over to the hotel area on Connecticut.

So I think that my first comment would
be that some review, some analysis of the existing
signalized intersections are needed to get a good
picture of traffic impacts in this area, both the
existing and, of course, the future.

Now, you heard a lot about the future --
2017 -- master plan estimate of parking
deficiencies. I won't comment on that any further.
That was the work of another consulting firm. I

believe the traffic group probably was conducted two
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to three years ago, but I have not seen that report,
so I can only comment on what I saw in the draft
master plan, which was the fairly substantial
deficiencies.

Now, the existing analysis of the two
unsignalized intersections -- Mr. Slade's report
says that the existing traffic at these two
intersections, especially in the morning, are near
excellent -- in other words, the level of service.
If you're not familiar with the level of service
concept, that's, you know, traffic levels A through
F, and F is real bad and A is real good.

So two deficiencies in that analysis
seem to come from the fact that I'm confused about
where the traffic counts -- when the traffic counts
were taken. There's one reference to 1997, and
there is a date in some of the analysis tables in
the appendix to the report which refer to July 29,
1998.

This raised some concern with me because
I don't believe any traffic counts should have been
taken in July when the school presumably was closed.
So I think Mr. Slade will certainly have a response
to that.

In the future scenario analysis, I think

that two things are apparent. One is, of course,
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the increased traffic. The future analysis that was
completed in the Grove Slade report was dated
February 19, 1999, not 2005 or so forth. We usually
practice with traffic impact studies to look a few
years into the future to see whether the system is
working with the proposed project.

As Mr. Slade has indicated in his
report, he feels that the number of trips into and
out of the garage facility, the new 53-space garage,
represents the number of additional trips to the
area. And we've certainly heard enough discussion
today on whether that's the correct assumption or
not.

I'm not prepared to agree or disagree
with that statement violently because that's going
to be based, as we've all heard, on the non-school
use that occurs. And the visitors that come to this
facility is perhaps not shown on my resume. I did
do a study of all of the universities in the
District of Columbia; in fact, in the metropolitan
area.

It was a parking study, traffic study,
and so forth, and the demand for traffic trips and
the demand for parking is generated by the users of
facilities and we all know that. So the use, of

course, of this facility is very important.
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My conclusions are shown on page 4, and
I won't reiterate. I will just make a brief comment
on the cuing discussion that Mr. Slade presented
this morning with his proposed one-way operation of
the dropoffs and the pickups at the school, and he
implied that this would provide a significant
benefit to the area.

Having studied airports all over the
United States, certainly one-way traffic systems at
airports are wonderful. Everybody seems to get in
faster and get out faster.

But you know where the cue develops?
The cue develops at the dropoff on the curbs to the
terminal buildings. So unless the dropoff and
pickup of the students in these vehicles -- unless
the capacity of that operation in front of the
school is significantly improved, the cue cannot
move any faster than it does now.

So I think a little bit more analysis of
how that cue operates in the morning -- because I
don't think the one-way operation is going to
relieve the cue unless there's more space for people
to be dropped off.

Madam Chairman, those are basically my
comments, and I would be glad to respond to any

questions you may have.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: No questions.

MR. DERNOGA: Our last witness is Dr.
Edward Burger.

DR. BURGER: Madam Chairman, I am Edward
Burger. I appear before you as both the President
of the National Cathedral Neighborhood Association
and on my own account as a neighbor of the
Cathedral, resident at 3403 Woodley Road, Northwest,
for the last 30 years.

The goal of the association has been to
try to bring about a balance of interest between the
National Cathedral and its associated institutions
on the one hand and the surrounding neighborhoods on
the other, with respect to this and other future
projects on the Cathedral property.

The key question -- the topic that I
wish to examine is whether the Protestant Episcopal
Cathedral Foundation, on behalf of the National
Cathedral School, should be granted relief under the
zoning regulations and should be awarded a special
exception.

The key question is whether the proposed
development is in harmony with the residential
purposes of an R-1 district. I will demonstrate, I
hope, that, in fact, it is not in harmony with the

neighborhood.
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The preeminent issue is the size of the
proposed facility. Let me repeat that. The
preeminent issue is the size of the proposed
facility. Other things derive -- other issues
derive from that.

The Cathedral School, as you know,
proposes to construct a building of 99,160 square
feet, whose footprint is governed by its intention
to place a playing field on top of it whose
dimensions are 288 feet by 200 feet.

The headmistress at the school has
declared that -- as the motivating force is that she
needs -- the school needs 50,000 square feet of
athletic space under roof, as she says, to secure a
competitive position with the other -- in the
marketplace for students applying to private
secondary schools in the surrounding area.

And, again, as you've heard, for
comparison's sake, the present gross square feet
available to the school at the present time is
10,000 square feet.

The basis for the asserted need, as
you've heard, is a series of consultant and
consultant architect reports solicited by the school
over the past decade, the first of which proposed a

facility of 20,000 square feet and the construction
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of a conventional-style building -- a reasonable
size structure twice the size of the school's
present capacity.

And let me add, don't be taken in by the
proposal that there is a difference between gross
square feet and net square feet, because all of the
comparisons that the school has, in fact, used in
discussing this matter for other schools and for
itself have been gross square feet, with which the
present proposal should be compared.

And within a period of time, this
project assumed more enormous and ambitious
dimensions. The present proposal is not one for
20,000 square feet, not for 50,000 square feet, but
for 83,000 square feet -- eight times the size of
the existing facility and four times, roughly, the
size of the largest facility among locally
competitive girls' independent schools.

And if one appends the proposed garage,
that raises the total square feet to almost 100,000
square feet.

This building would be the largest
structure on the Cathedral real estate, save the
Cathedral itself. To give you an idea of its
dimensions, its outside dimensions, length and

width, for example, are approximately one-half the
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outside dimensions of the new MCI Center. I will
assert that because I measured it.

The rules governing the granting of a
special exception are designed to take into account
the expected relationship of a new project to the
existing scale of the surrounding neighborhood.
Clearly, this structure will overwhelm all that
surrounds it. It is to be shoe-horned into a space
that prior to its consolidation into a single two
million square foot lot would have not met the
40 percent buildable lot restriction.

It will intrude on the quiet enjoyment
of the neighborhood, both because of its physical
aspect and because of the use to which it will
inevitably be put. Much discussion this morning
turned around Fredrick Law Olmsted, the original
architect of the Cathedral grounds, who strongly
admonished the dean of the Cathedral in 1926 not to
pursue the construction of a group of buildings
planned for the corner of 34th and Woodley Road, the
present site of the planned athletic facility.

His strong note of disapproval included
a reminder that the unalterable importance which has
always attached to the view of the Cathedral from
Woodley Road and 34th Street is important to

preserve.
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We subscribe, in fact, to the hewing to
Olmsted's findings, indeed. The problem is that
this proposal offends the Olmsted prescriptions.

With due respect to the headmistress
this morning, Aggie Underwood, I think the record
will show, said that Olmsted proposed that no more
than 17 percent of the Cathedral grounds be
overladen with buildings. In fact, his prescription
was 14 percent. And at the present time, according
to the master plan, in fact, 12 percent are already
filled up.

The National Cathedral School contends
that this will be an underground structure. The
designation is misleading. In fact, it will extend,
as you have already heard now several times, well
above ground. From the base of the existing lower
field, the east facade will extend 27 feet into the
air, and the north facade as much as 17 feet two
inches.

These building faces, nearly two stories
in one aspect and nearly three stories in the other,
will be topped, again, as you've heard, by a fence.
And with your permission, I'd like to introduce into
evidence a video which we had professionally
prepared. This was, frankly, done -- developed, and

it was based strictly on the dimensions of the
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structure provided in the applicant's material of
February 12, 1999.

And we had it done, frankly, to
determine for ourselves just exactly what the
structure would look like, to see, in fact, whether
we were misguided in our intuition. And if I might
show that, it takes about four and a half minutes,
and there are about four scenes, please.

CHAIRPERSON REID: What does it show?

DR. BURGER: Four views.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay, you are 15
minutes over time.

MR. BURGER: TIf we could have the same
prerogative that the Cathedral representatives did
this morning, I would appreciate it.

CHAIRPERSON REID: It's not a
prerogative. At this point you have far exceeded
the amount of time that was granted to the
Applicant.

Do you have to show the entire video or
could you just highlight?

MR. BURGER: Maybe if it's better or
just quicker to proffer. I think the point I made
on cross examination this morning about the height
and mass, this video would show similar, almost

exactly the same as theirs except it's from eye
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level of a pedestrian or driver. Ultimately, what
you see is a slightly different perspective in terms
of --

MR. GILREATH: Madam Chair, he said four
and a half minutes? I think it might be helpful to
me .

CHAIRPERSON REID: We are going to allow
the video and then that will conclude your
presentation.

MR. BURGER: I have a couple of other
exhibits I wanted to put into the record, if I
might.

CHATRPERSON REID: Well, you can put
them in the record, but again, you have far exceeded
your time. We'll allow the video, but right after
the video we have to conclude this segment.

MR. BURGER: This is turning from 34th
Street on to Woodley Road, driving west on Woodley
Road. These are, as you heard, taken specifically
to find out what the structure looked like from the
level of the street as pedestrians or drivers.

That's the east facade.

(Pause.)

What I will ask you to note is how
little of the Cathedral towers you can see. It's

right there, just barely. You can barely see it.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

It was made that way. There is the 17
foot wall with the berm.

This is standing in the yard across the
street, just north of the Cathedral.

(Pause.)

MR. DERNOGA: We are going to cut it
short so you can turn to the exhibits and move on.

MR. BURGER: Madam Chairman, contrary

to the assertions of Dodge Thompson, there are
several community organizations which reviewed this
proposal in the last weeks and months have all
commented negatively in some aspect on the excessive
scale of this project, both in relation to other
features of the Cathedral and also in terms of the
scale of the structures of the neighborhood.

The D.C. Historic Preservation Review
Board reflected this recommendation to its staff.
We talked about that. The Advisory Neighborhood
Commission, ANC, urged that the lowering or the
scaling back of the Woodley Road wall was important
and I have here a most recent submitted from the
Cleveland Park Historical Society which you have
received. It was sent to you, but I will put it
into the record which talked about the potential for
adverse impacts on the neighborhood. And I have a

letter from the National Trust for Historic
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Preservation in a letter submitted just a couple of
days ago, arguing against approval for the special
exception, unless the scale of the new construction
remained in a scale respective to not only the
campus site, but also the neighborhood.

I would also like to submit a letter
from the D.C. Preservation League which you have
received which speaks to the issue of the gatehouse
and then I was going to refer specifically to two
aspects of the law, to the regulations, which
concern the granting of a special exception and the
issue of our one district zoning and what they
protect.

MR. DERNOGA: I think we might as well
conclude at this point. The Chair has been more
than generous.

MR. BURGER: Let me say that as an
individual who has lived there for a very long time,
I and my neighbors are indeed in favor of the
school's acquiring additional athletic resource.
It's the scale of this one which is so bothersome.
We've been beneficiaries of the Cathedral's fields
and we are delighted to be a neighbor of the
Cathedral. This has overstepped the balance, I'm
afraid in this particular case and I would strongly

urge that the Board give serious consideration to
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the balance of the opposition's interest in this

matter.
MR. DERNOGA: That's all we have.
CHAIRPERSON REID: Just a quick
question, Mr. Burger. Is it not the scale and the
location?

As far as you are concerned, just the
scale you are concerned about?

MR. BURGER: TUnfortunately I had to
truncate my presentation, but indeed if the facility
were moved inland as had been considered by the
Cathedral, another location on this property, the
scale would not be as important, that's right.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Did you have
discussions with the officials at NCS regarding the
concerns that you have proffered this day?

MR. BURGER: You will recall when we
finished our earlier and shortened session in March,
you admonished us both to get together to try to see
if we could negotiate some positions. We did
indeed. We took the initiative to be in touch with
the school. We went through two negotiating
sessions with them. We spent most of the time in
the first of those talking about the issue of scale,
of size and found, in fact, that those issues were

simply not negotiable. There was nothing to be
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negotiated.

We went a third step which was to engage
a mediator to try to see if we could come to some
agreement on those matters, so we took your words
very seriously and I'm afraid to say we were left
empty handed.

MR. DERNOGA: If I may comment, Madam
Chairman? The parties definitely agreed on that the
discussions would be not admissible here, the
substance of the discussions but I think what Dr.
Burger expressed is very accurate. There were two
lengthy meetings and one lengthy mediation.

Essentially, the only thing that is
negotiable as you have seen the results of is
trimming a couple of hours of use from the nonschool
use. Nothing else that's at issue that's of concern
to the neighbors is negotiable. There's absolute
inflexibility and we were forced with the position
of put it in the Board's hand and let the Board look
at a balance of what is best for all parties.

That's why we came back.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay. Thank you, Dr.
Burger.

MR. BURGER: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: At this point we want

to try to get an idea of how much longer we will be
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here if we can finish today.

First, we're going to take a 10 minute
break and then we'll have cross examination by the
Applicant and the ANC. Then we'll have the other
persons who wish to testify in opposition. Let me
see a show of hands of those remaining people.
About six or seven or eight people. And then cross
examination if it is desired and then closing
remarks by the Applicant.

I think we can probably finish it today
by no later than 7 o'clock if everyone is in
agreement with that.

Mr. Reporter, will you be able to stay
until 7°?

COURT REPORTER: Yes.

CHATRPERSON REID: In that regard, we'll
recess now for 10 minutes.

(Off the record.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, we have a
slight change and that is in regard to the order of
the cross examination and the other witnesses who
wanted to testify in opposition.

It was brought to my attention during
the break that perhaps we, who have been here all
day, have to pick up and children and the like,

which I can sympathize with. So what we're going to
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do is continue with the testimony. We now have
individuals in opposition and then the cross
examination will take place after that.

For those of you who are here to testify
in opposition, please come up to the table now, in
panels. We have five here now and we'll get the
last panel. We are sticking close to our time with
each person given three minutes and you'll be given
a warning at the two minute mark.

All right.

MR. NEW: I'm Gregory New of the
Cleveland Park Citizens Association. I'll be
speaking basically from points in our letter
delivered Monday. Perhaps I'm repeating some of the
things that technically you may have already
committed to memory.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You don't want to
repeat. We've heard some things over and over and
over.

MR. NEW: How it's important to repeat
the essential points before the parties assembled
here because we claimed to have negotiated for the
community and you should have a chance to judge our
credentials by watching what happens when we make
ourselves available for a lynching of the citizens

we claim to represent.
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Let me introduce our negotiating
committee who may be our fellow guests of honor at
what might turn out to be a lynching party. First
is Joan LeClerc who is a former member of the BZA.
And there's Isabel Furlong, whose resourcefulness,
firmness and diplomacy --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Excuse me, you said
there was a former Clerk of the BZA.

MR. NEW: LeClerc.

MS. LeCLERC: I was on the board in
another city.

MR. NEW: I'm sorry, I'm sorry. I take
it back, in another city. I'm sorry. I was
misinformed. And then there's Isabel Furlong whose
resourcefulness, firmness and diplomacy was
indispensable for getting the rest of us into and
through negotiating process.

I might point out that at least one of
our negotiators lives in a house who is painted red
on the NCNA map.

If this usage agreement is incorporated
in any order issued by the BZA the Cleveland Park
Citizens Association will withdrawn its request that
the application be denied. We chose an offending
matter to look to the long term impact the project

on the lives and property of residents of Cleveland
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Park. Please note that we have chosen to take no
position on the size, location, configuration or
other issues related to the project. We have
concentrated instead on securing usage limits to
insure that if the facility is built, it does not
create noise, traffic, parking congestion and other
objectionable conditions that will be major issues
for the neighborhood for generations to come.

We believe this usage agreement is
essentially for the following reasons. The planning
facility is a major expansion on present NCS
facilities. It is significantly deeper into the
Cleveland Park residential area than the facilities
it replaces. In view of the size and amenities and
of the stated policy of NCS to share its athletic
facilities broadly and generously there could and
may be significant expansion of nonschool use, if it
is not restrained. And even if there were such
expansion, traffic level is hardly noticeable on
Wisconsin Avenue, could create significantly worse
conditions in the surrounding neighborhood,
particularly on Woodley Road and 35th Street.

The usage agreement addresses these
grounds for concern by significantly limiting hours,
especially of nonschool use; limiting the volume of

nonschool use' capping summer camp enrollment;
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requiring that parking by users of the facilities be
confined to the Cathedral close and we are mindful
of the conflicting testimony of our traffic
analyses, but our concerns are relieved, I think, by
the two provisions of the agreement. All community
users shall be required to park on the close as
precondition of use. NCS shall limit the number and
size of groups to those that can and will be parked
on the close.

Provision 6, inasmuch as parking is a
precondition of use, NCS shall coordinate community
use to avoid conflicts with parking needs, with
traffic flow needs of other events on the close.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Are you finishing up?
You're out of time. Are you reiterating the terms
of the agreement? We'wve read that.

MR. NEW: What I'd like to do is just
speak to the liaison committee since that is the one
there is a conflict on.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Quickly.

MR. NEW: The other one is establishing
the liaison committee that will consist of the
obviously stakeholders and established community
organizations to coordinate implementation of its
terms and I remind the Board, as already mentioned,

to pay attention to the ANC. The technical language
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is to give great weight to the ANC, inasmuch as we
ourselves do, having one member of our negotiating
team on that -- who is a member of the ANC.

But in this case, you must also make a
judgment of realism, what kind of liaison committee
do we want? What kind of rules do we want? We
believe both answers are conflict free, unambiguous
and conflict free. With our wvision, there is a
reasonable expectation that conflict will subside.

I might point out one little vignette.
In the negotiation, we were getting down to the
membership of the negotiation defining the
stakeholders and the NSC was insistent that the
property owners of abutting property be one of the
parties. We had suggested that the National
Cathedral Neighborhood Association be one of the
parties and we wound up, they were opposed to that,
but we pointed out that they were unrealistic to
suppose that the immediate abutting neighbors would
exclude the neighborhood association and we pointed
out that we thought that that neighborhood
association was one of the survivors. They were
going to have to deal with it and they might as well
be prepared to from the beginning and one of the
negotiators said well, I guess we're going to have

to have two enemies on the committee instead of one.
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I think if they play their cards right, they won't
have two enemies and I do want to stress that we
need a defined number of membership and defined in
advance. I hope you will accept the definition in
advance and go on to create it in advance and define
the rules.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. WILBUR: I am Roger Wilbur of 3200
Woodley Road and one long block down from the
Cathedral, one of those houses outlined in red on
the chart. I want to thank you all for staying to
the end of a long day. I'll be very quick and
appreciate you giving the same consideration to us
that you gave to so many other speakers before.

As I listen to other speakers today, I
got the sense of the implication that I was being
painted as an opponent or at least inconsiderate and
unsupportive of the necessary of women to
participate in athletics and athletic facilities
available to them.

One of my daughters went to NCS about 12
years back and I'm sensitive to the fact that the
school's present facilities are inferior. That did
not prevent her from participating in athletics.

It's simply to say that athletics goes on there now.
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The school should have better facilities, but what
they have asked for is I consider excessive.

This is a spectacular facility. As you
have heard from Mr. Burger and others it is far
larger than any competing school has at present in
this area. It would be as large as the facilities
of many of the country schools with which this
school does not compete, as a school off in the far
woods cannot. It would have the ability of four
basketball courts. This is really quite gigantic
for a school this size.

What I fear is that the pursuit of the
ideal as so often happens in life, the pursuit of
the ideal has blinded some of the participants from
the school, some of the proponents of this facility
from seeing it as it really is. And although it
should not have been necessary of Mr. Burger to make
a tape, anybody could look at this mock up that you
have here, this model, just put yourself down to the
human size underneath those walls and look up and
you can easily visualize exactly what you saw in
that tape. It's a big facility, a massive facility.
Because of the necessity, as they see it, to add a
playing field on top, there's probably no way to
design it better without making some fairly radical

changes in the size and the structure of the
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facility.

Thank you. I will conclude. It will
therefore have a negative effect, both aesthetic and
in traffic on the neighborhood. It's just this huge
block of a structure which can completely and
irremediably alter the character of the
neighborhood. I appreciate the difficulty you face
in choosing between the good, the betterment of the
school, the athletic facilities which would happen
and that negative impact it will have on the
community and I congratulate this for putting this
effort into it.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Again, in your
testimony, try not to reiterate the key things that
we've already heard several times today. Try to
limit your remarks or your testimony to those things
that would contribute to what we've already heard,
as much as possible. I know you can't follow that
exactly, but try as much as you can, please.

MS. CRITTENDON: I'm Ann Crittendon.
I'm at 3412 Lowell Street, actually a next door
neighbor of one of the people who testified in
behalf of the school. But I want to make a couple
of quick remarks addressing some of the supporters'

comments. As you undoubtedly know, the houses in
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this neighborhood and Cleveland Park area were built
between 1890 and 1920. My house in 1920 and we do
not have garages, we don't have off street parking
to speak of. Almost everyone has two cars. There
is one car space driveway for most of the houses on
the surrounding streets that I live on. And I think
the others, the supporters themselves have testified
very eloquently to the already existing crowded
congested streets. When I hear statements like we
are going to have one of the largest commercial, one
of the largest community sports groups in the city
coming in and being a regular user, I really
question whether to my knowledge, anything in the
zoning regulations recognizes the use by
nonstudents. None of us oppose student use or
student improvement. So accordingly, I just make
one last quick comment. I think the BZA part of
granting any special exemption to this application
should call upon the school to provide both the
Board and the neighbors with a detailed use and
revenue projections for the facility, which we have
never really seen.

To the extent that these projections
indicate uses and revenues which will impact the
neighborhood, but are not integral to the school's

program for its own students, the BZA should
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consider whether such uses and revenues are within
the purposes for which the zoning regulations allow
private schools to be located by special exemption
in residential areas.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I have a question.

In regard to the parking, it was represented that
houses had offstreet parking spaces. Now you're
saying that you don't have a garage, but you do have
offstreet parking in a driveway.

MS. CRITTENDON: We have a shared
driveway that has room for one car and our neighbors
have the other half of it. We've got two cars.
They've got two cars. Everybody's got two cars
unless there's one person living in the home in
which there are almost none. So there's always a
battle. My own experience a couple of times I've
come home or I've tried -- one day I tried to get
out to a business appointment and my driveway was
blocked by some strange car. Several people have
told me they've had the same experience. Their cars
were parked so close to your driveway you can't get
in safely.

MR. SIRK: My name is Alexander Sirk. I
live at 3216 Cathedral Avenue. My wife Susan and I

signed the petition in opposition to the proposal in
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this current form. I'm here briefly to talk about
two issues. The failed negotiating process and some
zoning law matters. In regard to the failed
negotiating process, I want to commend the chair of
the NCS Board of Trustees, Jane Genster, who did a
fine job as a competent and congenial professional
advocate, but the negotiations failed because the
collective NCS negotiating team refused to put on
the table for discussion size and location of the
building. That is the most important issue.
Negotiations don't guarantee outcomes, but they can
lead to creative solutions, far more creative
solutions in my judgment that can imposed from the
top down by any regulatory body.

I urge the BZA consider asking the
parties to get back together and put all issues on
the table, not for mandatory agreement, but for good
faith bargaining. I think particularly when the
applicant is a charitable institution and indeed a
church institution, at the very minimum we could ask
is for everyone to engage in good faith bargaining
and put all issues on the table.

Turning to zoning regulations, I'm not a
zoning expert. But I do wish to put on the record
and call to your attention that special exemptions

are premised on the notion that the project being
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sought remains in harmony with the general purpose
of the regs. That's a self-evident proposition.
And in our own area, quiet enjoyment of the
residential area is a primary principal wvalue,
suitable environment for family life, aesthetic
considerations, preserving the quality of the
neighborhood is a criterion that the regs place a
high degree of importance on and because of this
regulatory groundwork, we believe that we have an
extremely strong case for some rational downsizing
of the project.

Thank you.

MR. MUROMCEW: Madam Chairman, members
of the Board, I do not come here as a stranger. I
live at 3005 34th Street, right in the middle of the
block and we are facing the playing fields of the
Cathedral School. For about 40 years my wife and I
would look out of the window and see the girls
playing very happily there, would look up, see the
Cathedral, hear the bells.

We feel that the girls should indeed
have a good athletic facility, but let's keep it in
proportion. Yes, we know healthy mind in a healthy
body and they should have showers and all the
latest, but all of a sudden we are discovering that

in front of our house on the other side of 34th,
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there will be a wall abut three times as high as I
am tall and a fence on top of that. It will look
like a government secure institution or some other
kind of an institution. This is a girls' school
after all. The place will be stone walls. The
place will look like a medieval fortress, not a
school for girls.

You have heard all of the other
arguments, traffic, noise. I will not repeat it.

I will simply say sometimes and if the
architects can hear, less is more. It doesn't have
to be that big to provide all these wonderful
facilities. Perhaps the Board will help us to find
a right balance. We are not against it, but we want
a sense of proportion. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Could you give your
name for the record?

MR. MUROMCEW Right. I'll spell it, M-
U-R-0-M-C-E-W. First name Cyril, C-Y-R-I-L.

CHATRPERSON REID: Last panel, please?
Everyone who would like to testify in opposition
please come forward. These are the last witnesses
in this panel.

(Pause.)

Has everyone who is getting ready to

testify, has everyone here been sworn in except Mr.
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Williams. Okay, we'll start and when he comes in
we'll swear him.

MS. BRALIMAN: My name is Sumana
Braliman. I reside at 3105 34th Street and I just
about one block away from the proposed sports
facility.

I too like many others in this room, I'm
a big supporter of women's athletic programs and as
many of us who also have concerns about this
program. I don't view myself as a
member of a narrow special interest group, but as a
concerned homeowner and a member of the Cleveland
Park Neighborhood, a residential area of our lovely
city.

While it is true that the NCS has
recently engaged a number of neighborhood groups in
discussion on this facility, as you have heard,
these outreach efforts have happened relatively late
in the process and have been inadequate in
addressing the concerns, serious concerns voiced by
those affected, most affected by this project.

In this regard, these outreach efforts
have not met their objective of constructive
dialogue. I personally did not receive any
information about this project from the NCS and was

not contacted by the NCS until a few weeks ago when
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it became apparent that there was a growing
opposition movement to the NCS facility and plans.

What is evident from sitting through
today's hearings over the many hours of the day is
that there are still a number of outstanding and
important concerns that need to be addressed,
concerns related to construction plans and use,
congestion, parking, size of the facility,
coordination with the master plan of the Cathedral.
I mean these are really serious concerns.

If the BZA grants approval today, this
negotiation with the neighborhood will not happen.
I can assure you of that.

I therefore respectfully urge the Board
to withhold approval of the application until the
NCS develops and implements a plan for adequate
dialogue and discussion with members of the
community and in order to address these important
neighborhood concerns surrounding the plan. And
this plan should ultimately balance the interests
and needs of the NCS with those of the surrounding
community members.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MS. LENZNER: My name is Margaret

Lenzner. I reside at 3501 Macomb Street. I have
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been a neighbor of the Cathedral all my life. I was

a student there. My daughter was a student there.
I continue to be active with the school and try to
support it as much as I can.

I have found the current controversy in
the neighborhood over this proposal to be painful

for everybody, especially for me, and I have very

mixed feelings about it. I don't want to talk about

the design and I don't want to talk about the use.
think that other people are addressing those
concerns, although I recognize the decision will be
up to you, but I do hope that in looking at this
guestion, you will appreciate some things which I
think are really unique. I don't think anything
else in this city comes close to the Cathedral's
situation. I don't think anything else perhaps in
the nation. I get regular mailings from the
Cathedral that have to do with money usually, but
also invitations to various activities and they
always talk about how many visitors they have and
what a great success the Cathedral is now that it's
built. For the first 100 years, for the first 89
years, the Cathedral's mission was to become built.
Now that mission has been accomplished. It was
finished in 1989. At that time, the Cathedral has

had to redefine its mission and its new mission
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seems to be to attract as many people as possible,
which is a laudable mission for an edifice like
that.

Unfortunately, that edifice happens to
be plunk in the middle of a residential neighborhood
adjacent to two very major arteries, three very
major arteries if you include what happens on the
south side, particularly rush hour time. And in
addition to the 800,000 visitors is what the
Cathedral claims it has annually, 1800 specific
events a year, that's the average of 5 a day. That
does not refer to the schools -- any of the schools
in any way. Those 800,000 visitors, I wanted to
know what that meant and I called the National Parks
Service and I said how many visitors come to
something else, give me something that has about
800,000 visitors. And they looked at their list and
they said the Washington Monument has 841,000
visitors last year. That's what we're dealing with
in terms of the significance of this structure.

This is not an application of a school. It isn't
like WIS or Sheridan or any of the others. This is
the application of a school that is part of a much
larger institution which is not comprehensive in its
planning.

You've heard references to efforts that
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it has made to be more comprehensive and more
coordinated and these are applauded obviously and I
think sorely needed and I hope that since you seem
to be the only institution of the city government
that has any authority in these matters at all,
unfortunately perhaps for you it's incumbent upon
you to take a bigger view and recognize that this is
really quite an unusual situation and help us all to
arrive at something that makes sense.

Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I have a question.
Did you give your position?

MS. LENZNER: My position?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Are you in support or
in opposition? It wasn't clear.

MS. LENZNER: Well, at this point I am
in opposition because I think the process has been
very ineffective and I think that these larger
issues need to be addressed. I don't see how this
can be taken in isolation.

I suppose I will tell you that I think
it's an excessively large project. I don't think it
even needs to be on that site. I think that
sometimes these schools need to recognize that
they're in a city and like many city schools, they

may need to go find their playing field somewhere
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else. We can't do everything.

One neighbor who is reluctant to show
his face or write a letter even told me that he did
think it was like putting 20 pounds in a 10 pound
sack. At some point, something has got to give and
I don't have confidence that the Cathedral and the
girls' school or the boys' school or both or any of
them have yet understood the need to really come

together and think for the next century what's going

to make most sense. I'm not sure that this makes
the most sense. So I guess in that sense, I'm in
opposition.

MS. VENEROSO: My name is Carmela
Veneroso and I live at 3506 Garfield Street. I live
right across the street from the St. Alban's playing
fields. I'm right across the close. And I am a
concerned neighbor. I am opposed to this based on
the massiveness of it and I am concerned about its
uses and I want to talk to you about my experience
with St. Alban's when you allow a school to rent out
for nonschool uses. I live on Garfield Street and
we cannot park there at all. They rent, at night, I
don't know who they rent to, they rent to some -- I
know they rent to people who work in different
offices that have their games there. I think they

might rent to other schools. I see lots of school
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buses there. I see lots of Maryland license plates
there and I've asked and called them up a number of
times about the parking problem. They say they will
tell the people to park on the close and they do not
park on the close. People will park where they want
to park. They don't park where the Cathedral asks
them to and I feel powerless because there's no way
of forcing them to park on the close.

The other thing I wanted to mention is
that I don't feel that I was represented by the ANC.
The ANC representatives said there were four
meetings. I knew of three meetings so I missed one.
One meeting, we couldn't talk about the impact on
the community. It was only design issues. So that
left the meeting on the impact of the issues and I
believe that was the day after a holiday weekend and
I was out of town. At the last meeting, they had
already decided, they had already voted on it. I
also was one of the people who talked to my
neighbors and brought around the petitions and none
of my neighbors or as you can see on Garfield
Street, they're almost all red, didn't know anything
about it. And we're very concerned about this and
concerned about the Cathedral as a whole. We have
tour buses. We have school buses. Even if it's on

34th and Woodley, they tell them to leave and then
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they come over on our area and one final thing, the
Cleveland Park Citizens Association does not
represent the people in my area. I was at their
meeting when they discussed this. It was the day
before Easter. There weren't that many people
there. I couldn't vote because I don't live in
Cleveland Park.

MS. WANDRUS: I'm Marilyn Wandrus and
live at 3007 34th Street, directly across the street
from the playing grounds. I have been in my home
for 40 years. It came as a bit of a surprise to me
when I received a call from Mrs. Underwood at the
National Cathedral School. She wanted to make an
appointment to show me the plans for their new
sports facilities. She presented me with a series
of very nice water color sketches of the proposed
site. However, she neglected to tell me we would be
facing a 25 foot fortress like wall destroying the
view of the Cathedral, nor did she tell me we would
have a trailer park, replete with port-o-pots in
front of our homes, nor did she tell me these sports
facilities would be rented to outside grounds and
she certainly didn't tell me they would be
excavating and removing 2,000 loads of dirt and
debris in front of our homes from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

six days a week. This will make it impossible for
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the summer months. Just imagine what this will do
to the real estate value of this block.

Having lived on this street for so many
years, I can tell you are already host to a fleet of
tour buses from April to October, idling in front of
our homes most of day spewing out unbelievable
amounts of pollutants. This, in addition to the
north-south daily commuters, emergency vehicles,
ambulance, fire trucks and police. I think the
National Cathedral is asking their neighbors to pay
a big price for their sports facility.

I also carried around petitions, carried
to my street, Woodley, Cleveland, Lowell and partly
Garfield as well and I got the same reaction from
most everybody, that we just didn't know. We
weren't told. We weren't given the information that

I've just given you.
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(6:00 p.m.)

MS. STEELE: My name is Helen Steele.
I've lived at 3415 Woodley Road since 1977. I just
thought maybe you'd like some pictures of the upper
rafters view from my house. Nobody has really
showed you what it looks like. You look through the
iron fence and you have a pretty view of grass, for
what it's worth.

I'm here to oppose this project as
proposed by the National Cathedral. The size of the
project, a 10 fold increase on the size of the
present athletic facilities assures that it will
attract new traffic. The Cathedral already operates
so as to create serious congestion. The Cathedral's
refusal to bend use of the facility as a commercial
fee collecting operation will seriously exacerbate
traffic conditions.

The size of the project also dictates
other features that run counter to the Cathedral's
own stated goals in its master plan. In particular,
a 17-foot stone wall will operate a visual and
physical barrier to visitors and residents
approaching the Cathedral from its historical
connection with the Woodley Road. A chain link
fence rising above that serves to symbolize the

Cathedral's closing itself off, both spiritually and
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physically from the outside world.

Please deny the request for permission
to build such an outsized facility, a sports palace
of this size is unsuited for both the neighborhood
and the close. Thank you.

CHATRPERSON REID: Can you repeat the
last thing you said. We had a difficult time
hearing you. We had competition in the halls.

MS. STEELE: Please deny the request for
this permission to build such as outsized facility,
a sports palace of this size is unsuited for both
the neighborhood and the close.

CHATRPERSON REID: We have one person to
be sworn. Mr. Williams.

(The witness was sworn.)

MR. WILLIAMS: Good afternoon, Madam
Chairman and members of the Board, my name is
Lindsley Williams. I reside at 3307 Highland Place,
N.W. and if I had found witness cards at the table
when I came in I would have completed them and I
would have checked off both proponent and opponent
because there are many beneficial parts to the
process, the proposal and there are some that are
troublesome. I'll try to focus on a couple of items
that I believe that are new to you at this hour of

the day and not repeat everything that's been heard.
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The record is long. You'll have a heck of a job to
parse it all out. 1I'll try to give you a couple of
points to look at.

My most fundamental point that I wanted
to raise has to do with the ownership of the land
and the fact that this is really not an application
for the National Cathedral School with the site that
you've been studying with great care all day. It's
not their land to own and tell you what's going to
be happening on it. It is that of the Protestant
Episcopal Foundation and thus as a neighbor and I
live about a block away from the school, two blocks
away from the school, I can't really tell what's
ultimately going to be happening. This is the
troublesome part of this thing. It is beyond the
authority of the Board in my view to deal with that,
but I can tell you as a neighbor, just as a person
that is living in the area that it concerns me that
I can't really tell what's coming next. That's
point number one in my materials that I've provided
to you.

Second, I think the Board should know
that prior construction by the Foundation and NCS in
other locations in the community resulted in
misunderstandings or possible breaches of approvals

that have been granted by the BZA in terms of
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dimensions and scale. That led to some further
processing of matters before this Board and has
resulted in a level of distrust on the part of some
in my community, not including myself, but the
distrust is there and I think you're seeing some of
the results of that today, as to whether the
dimensions and siting in the instant application
will be followed or not.

On the other hand, in the course of
construction, it is unusual in a project of this
scope that there's not going to be some surprises.
Things that you just didn't know to come up. Thus,
I think you should anticipate the need to provide
some flexibility in the order.

The memorandum that I've attached for
your consideration is a note that I've provided to
Ms. Kress as Chairman of the Zoning Commission on
the very question of flexibility and whether the
flexibilities that are being considered in response
to the recommendations of the Control Board would
apply to orders of the Board or not. You can review
that as you see fit

The third point I would bring has to do
with the street elevations of the proposed facility
which we heard from earlier today. My remarks were

framed on the original drawing that you before you
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earlier and not a pencil drawing here. What I'm
trying to do is raise a question of what it will
look like at night and I trust you to take
appropriate action to deal with that.

And finally in the pictures that the
previous witness talked about you will see some of
the lovely telephone poles that decorate the
perimeter of the site which really spoil the views
in a significant way. My recommendation is that the
Board acknowledge those, they're not in the instant
application, but grant express approval to the
foundation and to the school if it should so choose
to allow underground vaults to be constructed within
their private lands, through an easement, so that
those might be dispatched in the course of this
construction, in this construction phase if the
approvals can be forthcoming from the power
companies and the like, and then we will really see
elevations that will come closer to looking like
those that were rendered by the applicant in their
lovely drawings which were free of the poles and the
wires which are disturbing to the tranquility and
the sylvan setting as the architect and the
landscape architect called them.

Thank you, Madam Chair, for giving me

this time to testify.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you. All
right, at this point we'll have the cross
examination. Mr. Quin.

MR. QUIN: Do you want the ANC to go
first?

CHATIRPERSON REID: I'm sorry? You want
the ANC to go first?

MR. QUIN: It makes no difference. If
you'd like me to go first.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You can.

MR. QUIN: I have no questions.

(Laughter.)

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, thank you,

Mr. Quin.
MS. MILLER: I have some questions.
CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay.
CROSS EXAMINATION
MS. MILLER: Ms. Bray, Ms. Joan Bray.
My name is Ruth Ann Miller. I'm ANC Commissioner

for 3C09. For the record, I live at 3305 35th
Street, N.W. I believe that you testified that the
ANC was unresponsive to your concerns that is going
to be the gist of my questioning. I would like to
know when you contacted me regarding your concerns
about this facility and particularly about the ANC's

position on it.
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MS. BRAY: I wrote you a long letter,
but I never heard from you.

MS. MILLER: Where did you send that
letter?

MS. BRAY: I sent it to your residence.
I did hear from Ann Loiko who called me immediately
when she received the letter and was actually
helpful in trying to figure out a way to resolve
things.

MS. MILLER: And when was the date of
that letter? Was this before the meeting or after?

MS. BRAY: Before which meeting?

MS. MILLER: Any of the meetings in
which we discussed the use issues?

MS. BRAY: Yes.

MS. MILLER: Which one?

MS. BRAY: I was at the last meeting.

MS. MILLER: And your letter was written
when?

MS. BRAY: I don't have the date with
me, but I -- it may have been written after it. I'm
not sure.

MS. MILLER: In any event, was your
letter written after our resolution?

MS. BRAY: Yes.

MS. MILLER: Okay. And can you tell the
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Board when you attempted to discuss any of these
issues with me?

MS. BRAY: Well, you mean before?

MS. MILLER: At any time did you ever
call me or come up to me to discuss your concerns?

MS. BRAY: No, I wrote you a letter, but
you didn't respond to me.

A lot of us wrote you letters and didn't
get a response.

MS. MILLER: Did you ever show me the
map showing all the people that were concerned about
the facility?

MS. BRAY: No.

MS. MILLER: Did you ever send flyers
around the neighborhood?

MS. BRAY: Yes.

MS. MILLER: And did you send any flyers
to 35th Street between Macomb and Newark?

MS. BRAY: No.

MS. MILLER: I personally, no. There
were about 10 people who were gathering petitions
and passing flyers around, but I was doing the area
around my neighborhood.

MS. MILLER: I don't have any other
qguestions, however, I would like to address the

ANC's addressing the concerns of the opposition as
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presented by Joan Bray. I truncated to a great
extent my testimony --

CHAIRPERSON REID: You can't do that.
This is cross examination.

MS. MILLER: I understand. I don't know
whether the ANC has a chance for rebuttal given that
the ANC has been attacked for being nonresponsive.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay, I think that
you do after. You can do that, but shouldn't it
come after the --

MS. MILLER: I can do it now? Okay.
Personally, I would say that I don't recall seeing a
letter, but I will accept perhaps that a letter was
sent to me.

I have never seen the petition with 300
names. I have never seen the map before this
proceeding. I have only as a single member district
commissioner only received less than a dozen letters
in opposition to the facility and have received less
than a half a dozen phone calls in opposition. We
did have four public hearings on this issue. They
were all properly noticed. In our resolution, we
addressed many concerns of the neighbors and I did
not read any of them because they're all in the
record and we seem to want to move along, but I

think for those people who are here, I just want to
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reaffirm that we addressed the heightened scale of
the wall in our resolution. We addressed additional
landscaping. We found that the underground parking
was an improvement to the parking and traffic
situation, but was not convinced that 53 spaces were
adequate and asked that additional parking be
provided on the close. We recommended consultation
with the neighbors on student and staff parking, on
construction, on usage. We analyzed all the issues
that were brought to our attention that we thought
could possible adversely impact the neighborhood and
addressed those.

I would also just like to close by
saying that we also considered the issue of the
prohibiting use of the facility in the fields to
nonschool participants and found that that was
offensive, that we are very fortunate to live in our
neighborhood and have the benefits of the beauty of
the Cathedral and parks and that the position we
finally took was that we should share these
facilities with people who live outside our
neighborhood as well, such as the children in the
Stoddard Soccer League.

Thank you.

MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chairman, point of

clarification. 1It's my understanding that most of
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the people I represent sent their letters to the
Chairman of the ANC, Ms. Loiko, which may be why Ms.
Miller didn't get them.

MS. BRAY: No, I sent it to her house.

MR. DERNOGA: I'm talking about other
people. The letters that I saw went to Ann Loiko
who Ms. Bray said was very responsive.

MS. MILLER: I'm sorry, there is one
other point I want to make because we wrote down the
names. Everybody who spoke at the public meetings
gave their name and their address and no way was it
packed by outsiders. Almost all the participants,
if not, it must have been 99 percent were people who
lived within the neighborhood and a lot of the
neighbors do have children who attend NCS.

MS. BRAY: I would disagree with that.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. DERNOGA: A couple of housekeeping
matters, to wrap up. Will the record be left open?
My clients would like the record to be left open to
address some of the matters that came up?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: How long will that be?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Let us first get
through the closing remarks by the Applicant and

then we'll take that up near the close of the
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hearing. But the record will remain open.

MR. DERNOGA: One last item, in our
February 25th letter to the Board, we attached some
conditions that we would like to see imposed on the
project. I have a better version that I would just
like to hand in. It's the same conditions,
essentially, just a little better organized. If I
could submit that. That's all I have. Thank you
very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Closing remarks by
the Applicant.

MR. QUIN: Yes. We have very brief
legal points, rebuttal witnesses as permitted by the
rules and a very brief closing statement. I'm going
to try to get all this done within say 20 minutes.
Hopefully faster.

Four legal points. First,
unfortunately, there seems to be a lot of confusion
here between the Cathedral Foundation as a church
which is a matter of right use as an owner of the
property and this special exception. There really
shouldn't be that much confusion. The Protestant
Episcopal Foundation is the owner of the land and
NCS is, in effect, similar to a lessee. It has the
right to use that property. NCS is, in fact, the

Applicant. We always have, as you know from
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experience, the BZA applications have to be signed
by the owner or there has to be an authorization by
the owner. But many times you have applications
that the applicant is the lessee of a property. So
it's no different in anything that you do. And
specifically, in this case, you have approved, I
would guess, 25 orders on this site, maybe that's a
little high, dealing with Beauvoir, NCS, St.
Alban's, all with special exceptions. And yet the
property has been owned by the same owner. So this
is no different.

What seems to be happening here and it's
very unfortunate is that -- and this is still the
legal point -- that the Foundation, a lot of the
concern, I'd say 70 to 80 percent of the concern
that's been expressed, especially more recently is
the concern about the operation of the Foundation.
Well, that's a matter of right use. What you have
to do as a legal requirement is to measure whether
the special exception meets those tests that are set
forth in the zoning regulations. And I'll come back
to that in closing statement.

The second legal question or issue
that's been raised is the usage, the community
usage. Very clearly, the uses are permitted under

Section 202.10 of the zoning regulations which say
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that uses that are customarily incidental to the
main uses are accessory uses and permitted. And
that's true from multiple schools, multiple
universities. There's nothing new about that.

The next legal point is the accessory
parking garage is specifically permitted as an
accessory use under Section 214. So all of those
are, I think, three legal points that have been very
much confused here.

The fourth point is need. And earlier I
made an objection or objected to discussion of the
need and I think it's very clear why, because it
would place the Board in the position of making a
judgment on a programmatic need of a school and you
did allow testimony in on that issue and frankly, we
have a witness who prepared the Brailsford report,
namely Paul Brailsford, who is here to tell you
about the need, if that's an issue. I still
maintain that it is not an issue and it's not
appropriately to be examined by this Board. But if
the Board is going to examine that issue, I would
like to call Mr. Brailsford as a quick witness to
cover the figure so that there's no misunderstanding
as to where we were.

CHAIRPERSON REID: The only reason why

the issue of the programmatic aspect of this case
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has come up is because it relates to the size and
try to get to the size of the facility and that is
an extremely big issue. Now for me, I would like to
hear, because he is here, I would like to hear the
testimony, because it would help me in making a
decision because among the issues that we have heard
redundantly today are the size, location and also
the accessory use with persons other than those
persons who are affiliated with the school. And
those are the things we're going to be looking at in
order to try to get some idea as to what, in fact,
our decision will be.

MR. PARSONS: Madam Chair, I would urge
us not to get engaged to hear in any way that we're
deciding how many basketball courts are necessary.

I don't know where we're going with this testimony
because I don't know where we'd end up. Is it to
change the program?

CHAIRPERSON REID: No, we are kind of
hanging out there because we didn't hear the
testimony to that fact and Mr Quin, I suppose, is
going to try to get more clarification and it was
kind of vague as far as the whole issue was
concerned to me, not to make a termination as to the
actual size that they would have ultimately, but to

hear -- I would like to hear a little bit more as to
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the response to questions that were raised earlier.

MR. PARSONS: All right.

MR. QUIN: As Mr. Brailsford will state
the size of the project doesn't necessarily follow
the program, but that's another point. Why don't I
just have Mr. Brailsford very quickly give us what
his recommendations are and the figures that he
recommended and why.

MR. BRAILSFORD: One of the things I
want to start out with --

MR. QUIN: Will you identify yourself
first?

MR. BRAILSFORD: I'm sorry. Paul
Brailsford, President of Brailsford Dunlevy. Do you
need my address, home address?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. BRAILSFORD: 37 Beaumont Road,
Silver Spring, Maryland. Office is located 1400 I
Street, N.W. in Washington, D.C.

There have been a number of things that
have been said in terms of what the Applicant's
motivation might be for idealistically
overprogramming the building. I'd like to address
that, talk a little bit about the process that we
went through and clarify the uses and venue that

have been mentioned in other people's testimony.
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I'd like to start with sort of
recollecting what the first meeting was that we had
with the client where they told us in very strict
terms that they were not a client with substantial
resources and we wanted to be able to make sure that
we programmed something that was conservative and
not aggressively overprogrammed. And that was made
quite clear with us and something that we visited
over and over and over again throughout the
programming process. And some of the smaller
numbers that you heard mentioned were merely our
efforts that we used by example to show them the
consequences of going to more modest program
recommendations or options, rather. They were never
recommendations that were waived aside through some
other unfounded ambition. I think that needs to be
clear because some figures were cited as
recommendations that we had made that were not that
at all.

Our final recommendation was not one
that was ever expressed in a range since the ranges
had been thrown around. I'm surprised only 55,000
net square feet which is still roughly where the
program is today, the difference between that and
where the building is is gross square feet which is

circulation, walls, and secondary circulation of
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mechanical systems that are required to make the
building hold together.

The process that we used because it was
suggested that our primary process was looking at
what other schools had and by comparison coming up
with an appropriate amount of square footage for
NCS, we did, in fact, look at what other schools
had, but it was really only to provide some decision
making context. It was never a driver, not even a
secondary driver.

There were four primary drivers that we
looked at to try to make an appropriate
recommendation for the school, the first one being
the breadth of program that they wanted to pursue in
terms of athletic teams, fitness goals and
recreation sports with a big focus on the second two
because those were completely absent from NCS today,
trying to make a broader participation for the
girls.

Second is quality of experience and
there are a number of components that we look at,
opportunities for skill development, instruction in
terms of strategy, fitness and training support.

The second is the participation philosophy and
that's where there's a big difference between a

private school and a public school where public
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school has participation in its scholastic
athletics, primarily to represent the school.
Private schools, more and more, are using athletic
programs as part of the core of their academic
curriculum in terms of developing well rounded
students. So if you wanted to draw a scale
comparison between what the size of NCS's program
would be, if it were a public school with a
different participation philosophy, you'd have to
compare it to a school that had a student base of
2,000 to 3,000 students just to reconcile that
difference in terms of the intensity of
participation. So I think that's important for you
to consider.

The fourth consideration is the schedule
and time management objectives of the school, and
that is during what time of day preferably they
would like the girls to be engaged in that program.
When you take all those considerations today you
come up with a pro forma utilization matrix that
shows you how much space you need to have to satisfy
the needs of those programs. To come up with a
building of the size that it is right now there were
substantial compromises that were made to get it
down to the size it is now. I often joked with them

that if they had more money and more land the
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building would be substantially larger and it would
be. We've programmed buildings for schools with
student populations that were only about 50 to 60
percent of NCS and we've programmed and completed
buildings that are more than twice this size. The
primary driver here is the academic philosophy of
the institution. The other comparisons that were
looked at had absolutely nothing to do with the
decisions that were ultimately made. And it was a
long term commitment, understanding the trends in
private school education, particularly that for
girls and how they're evolving and making sure that
5 or 10 years down the road they wouldn't look back
and say gee, why did we undersize this building to
the extent that it is? There were many decisions
that were made that desirable programs were left out
and if you went back and visited with all the
different constituents that were lobbying to have
their needs satisfied, while I think probably
everybody believes this is a real good project,
there were a lot of choices that had to be made to
make the building as small as it is today.

MR. QUIN: That concludes Mr.
Brailsford's rebuttal testimony. I have three more,
but they're going to be all, I promise you, very

brief.
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MR. DERNOGA: Madam Chair, would we be
allowed to cross examine briefly?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: Mr. Brailsford, did you
bring any of your studies with you?

MR. BRAILSFORD: I did not.

MR. DERNOGA: You did not. As I
understand it, you did examine and compare the
facilities at other competing schools?

MR. BRAILSFORD: Absolutely.

MR. DERNOGA: And will this facility,
when constructed, exceed the space at other
competing schools?

MR. BRAILSFORD: It depends on how you
define competing schools, you mean schools in the

Washington Metropolitan area?

MR. DERNOGA: Well, the schools that you

look at in your study?
MR. BRAILSFORD: Yes.
MR. DERNOGA: 1I'd like to hand you an

excerpt and I do have the entire, at least we

understand, the entire study. I'm not going to turn

that in or belabor the point, Madam Chairman, but I
do have some excerpts from the study that are
relevant.

Now you did a first need of study in
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1995 and you did a secondary study, I believe it was
called a program of architectural requirement sin
19977

MR. BRAILSFORD: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: And this exhibit is from
the 1997 program of architectural requirements. Are
you familiar with it?

MR. BRAILSFORD: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: This is a three page
excerpt, Madam Chairman, and looking at the second
page, this is the comparison that you had with
regard to other facilities. Now I think the clear
problem that needs to be addressed that on the very
right hand column, approximate gross square footage,
National Cathedral School for Girls is by far the
lowest at 10,000 square feet. Is that correct?

MR. BRAILSFORD: That's correct.

MR. DERNOGA: However, what is being
proposed and I would point out the title of that
column is approximate gross square footage. What is
being proposed at this facility is approximately
83,000 gross square feet.

What about this program drives an 8 fold
increase from the existing use without any increase
in enrollment?

MR. BRAILSFORD: I thought I explained
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that, all the different things that we looked at and
it was the pro forma utilization schedule, the
programs that they wanted to be able to operate
during a given time period of day is what drove it.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay, so it's the desire
of the school for certain elements that they would
like to offer?

MR. BRAILSFORD: Well, for example,
right now they've got some teams that are competing
against schools that practice every day that they
only have room to practice a couple of times a week.
So they're operating right in an extraordinarily
compromised fashion and they'd like to rectify that.

MR. DERNOGA: I see. So these other
schools that have 50,000 square feet, 30,000 square
feet that they compete against, I understand Holton
Arms is one of the principal ones. They have 25,000
square feet. That's one third the size that's being
proposed. Is there an explanation for why the
disparity?

MR. BRAILSFORD: NCS has no interest in
limiting their ambition in comparison to other
people's facilities. They have a motivation to
respond to their mission and their philosophy and
the way they want to develop their students. This

was provided for informational purposes anyway to
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create a context. It was not used as the principal
means for making decisions about what should be
built.

MR. DERNOGA: Now your report also
states that the planning efforts for the field house
have addressed the combined athletic needs of all
associated schools on the close, including the
Beauvoir School and St. Alban's School for Boys.
Now when I look at this chart I see that the school
that currently has the most, and by far the most
athletic space is the St. Alban's School for Boys.
That's 65,000 square feet. Am I correct with that?

MR. BRAILSFORD: Yes.

MR. DERNOGA: So the combined total of
both would be 148,000 square feet. Looking at the
fields, it appears that St. Alban's and the National
School for Girls individually rank among the best
number of fields amongst all the schools on that
list. 1Is that correct, 3 and 4, respectively.

MR. BRAILSFORD: Where are you looking
now?

MR. DERNOGA: Number of outdoor fields,
second column on the bottom row. It would appear
that are equal or better than the rest of the
schools on this list. Is that correct?

MR. BRAILSFORD: Yes. Your point is?
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MR. DERNOGA: I guess my point is there
seem to be part of the need for this facility was to
have an extra field put on the roof so that the
girls would have an additional place to play. Is
there a deficiency that I'm somehow missing looking
at this list?

MR. BRAILSFORD: I'll reiterate again,
it is completely irrelevant what these other schools
have, other than it is useful for a point of
comparison. The primary driver was simply the
schedule under which the school wanted to pursue its
programs.

MR. DERNOGA: Fair enough. Thank you
very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you.

MR. QUIN: I'd like to call our next
witness as Dodge Thompson. He will address just
very quickly the early outreach program because
there's been a lot of testimony saying that there
was no outreach early and I'd like for him to cover
that briefly.

MR. THOMPSON: The school's
communication program was at two levels. We had
letters sent to the immediate neighbors. We had
phone calls and then we had house visits.

The secondary level was --
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MR. QUIN: Can you give us the dates on
those, Dodge?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, the first outreach
was around Labor Day at which concept drawings, as
has been said before, were shared with the immediate
neighbors. Then in September, the Chairman of the
Master Task Planning Force, Matt Coffi sent out to
neighbors in all of the contiguous properties, all
the contiguous households a notice of a meeting that
took place I believe on October 5th. There was a
considerable response to that and in fact, the

Washington Post reported on a front page story that

125 neighbors came to that meeting. All those names
were actually duly recorded and they became part of
the mailing list for future information.

At the October 5th meeting perhaps more
than half the time was spent talking about the
National Cathedral School's facility. Thereafter,
there were as has been submitted for the record,
there were more than 100 visits to individual
households. The school kept and the trustees kept a
list of addresses and phone numbers of all of the
contiguous households. I made many, many calls
myself, both in person and on the telephone asking
if they would like additional information and as the

ANC representatives said, there were four ANC
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meetings lasting 13 hours. All of those ANC

meetings were duly posted. The Northwest Current's

editor was here earlier. He reported that there

were 12 articles in The Northwest Current throughout

the autumn and early winter about the facility and
indeed there were notices of the ANC meetings in The

Northwest Current and other current newspapers.

MR. QUIN: Dodge, you're familiar with
the list of meetings that was furnished by the
Headmistress to the BZA?

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, that was submitted
on the record and many more meetings have happened
since then.

CHAIRPERSON REID: You said there was an

article in The Washington Post. Can you provide us

with a copy of that article?

MR. THOMPSON: I would be happy to.

CHATRPERSON REID: Does that mean there
were 1257

MR. THOMPSON: 125 neighbors were at the
meeting held by the -- so not only was the Cathedral
School's early plans discussed, but also they were
discussed in the context of the overall Cathedral
master plan. So none of this should be a surprise
to the neighbors.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Was it abutting
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neighbors who lived right across the street?

MR. THOMPSON: Certainly Woodley,
Lowell, 34th Street and out. There were 300
households notified before the meeting.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Okay, please submit a
copy of that article for the record as well. Thank
you.

MR. DERNOGA: On second though I'll just
let it go. 1It's getting late.

MR. QUIN: Our next witness is Mr. Bob
Carr who is address very quickly a couple of
construction issues.

MR. CARR: My name is Robert Carr,
again. I'm chair of the School Physical Facilities
Committee. I hope my two points will further
enlighten you at this late hour.

The first thing to emphasize is that
this is the site that was, in fact, by the Cathedral
master plan task force for our project. The other
two alternatives were studied and dismissed. So
this is the only site approved for our facility.

And I should add that that was a multi-year planning
effort where every institution on the close
participated. Everyone had two representatives and
they worked very carefully to look at the whole

close and decide what was the best possible
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location. And that was also done in conjunction
with a close wide physical education coordination
effort that was also advised by Paul Brailsford. So
the close, in fact, worked very intensively to take
a unified look at its grounds and approve the single
site for our property or for our project and to do
it in the context of a coordinated ultimate use.

The second thing that I wanted to
mention was to expand upon what Paul said in the
architectural discussions we've seen earlier by this
comment and that is in our supervision of the
architectural work and our effort to get the program
embodied in the architecture, we've come to
understand that the exterior walls that you see on
the building are governed not by the program, but by
the perimeter of the field. And as we have tested
different adjustments to the program over the last
many months, we see that once you set the front door
of the building at the entry pavilion at Beauvoir
Drive and you then work within the maximum permitted
grade by code into the garage, we find that we are
at the maximum grade at 12 percent. And that
therefore, the roof of the garage and the field
elevation and therefore the exterior walls are
governed by the grade that comes from the elevation

at the front door. And what you see expressed then
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is what perimeter of the field is above grade as the
slope falls from the front door where clearly 100
percent of the property or project is below grade at
the front door, some perhaps 42 feet under grade,
underground.

Once the site slope falls and Woodley
Road falls towards 34th Street, you then see what is
left exposed after the roof plane is set by that
combination of garage, ramp and front door. So our
perceived intransigence on program and wall height
at this point is a result of our understanding that
we could bury the program interior of those four
dimension and you would see no expression of it on
the outside whatsoever. And two, the height is now
constrained principally by the grade of that garage
ramp. Certainly, there are other factors such as
some of the unpredictable conditions, the water
table and other physical conditions and I think all
those various constraints led HPRB to, in fact,
approve our drawings as they now stand, feeling that
we made all the reasonable adjustments we can make.
But I think there's a misconception that what you
see in the drawings is driven by the program.
That's not the case. Our program happens to fit
within those four perimeter walls, but if we took

out one court, you would still see the same facility
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visually.

MR. QUIN: That completes Mr. Carr's
rebuttal testimony.

MR. DERNOGA: I do have a couple of
guestions.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right.

MR. DERNOGA: I must have missed
something, but you seem to contradict the prior
testimony of Mr. Brailsford and maybe Ms. Underwood.
The program is not what's driving the size of this
facility?

MR. CARR: Not in the fine management of
the design exercise and we've explained that to your
clients in our earlier conversations, I believe that
in fact, the program is able to be housed within the
perimeter conditions that exist. Those perimeter
conditions are driven by the contours of the site
and the size of the field.

MR. DERNOGA: That's my next question,
it's the size of the field then that's really
determining what goes under it?

MR. CARR: That's true. And I think as
we've also explained to many different people in the
last many months is that our original effort had
been to, in fact, change our 1.5 current fields to

2 regulation fields where Paul's study proposed
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that, in fact, our needs should only be met by four
surface fields, so we have a permanent deficit there
that we can never cure, but in fact, in order to
accommodate the slope condition of Beauvoir School
and other foundation walls that we're trying to
eliminate around the perimeter, we shorten this
upper field to be less than regulation. So we now
have a new field that is perhaps 85 percent or 95
percent of regulation, despite the considerable
investment.

MR. DERNOGA: It would appear to me that
if I understand your position, that -- if I
understand your position, it would appear to me that
if you eliminate the field as the determining factor
in this project, you could change the size of the
building to something that the neighbors would find
more acceptable.

MR. CARR: If we eliminated the field,
we would also endeavor to express the fieldhouse
above grade, since we wouldn't have the constraint
to putting a field on top.

MR. DERNOGA: That may be if my clients
were not opposed to a 50,000 square building at
grade, above grade --

MR. CARR: Our matter of right is to

build a 40 foot fieldhouse at the street which is
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far in excess --

MR. DERNOGA: I believe that's a matter
of special exemption that you could seek approval
for.

MR. CARR: I think we've explained that
the uses that accrue from the facility don't have a
negative impact in terms of use and we've negotiated
them down to a bare minimum in terms of a side
participation. So we feel, in fact, that we are
permanently creating an edge condition that is
perhaps no more than 10 to 20 percent of what we
could do as a matter of the allowable structure at
the perimeter and 90 feet further into the site, so
we feel that we're building an edge condition that
is permanently restraining the aspect of that part
of the close, where in fact, Olmstead had buildings
above grade proposed at the edge. We're not doing
that. We're suppressing, depending on which
perimeter you pick, 100 percent to a lesser extent
as the slopes fall.

MR. DERNOGA: But I don't think any of
that was the question. The question was if the
field were eliminated, the building could be made
smaller and still meet your programmatic needs.

MR. CARR: Well, if the field was

eliminated we'd have one out of four permanent
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fields needed instead of two.

MR. DERNOGA: And as I understand from
Mr. Brailsford's study what I just handed out was a
copy over there for Mr. Quin, you have apparently
somewhere, maybe the times have changed, but it says
three fields, and St. Alban's says four for a
combination of seven.

MR. CARR: I think that's a typo. As a
practical matter --

MR. DERNOGA: It's a typo. Let us
clarify. 1It's a typo in Mr. Brailsford's report?

MR. CARR: I think so. The accurate
answer is we have the lower field and we've got the
upper field and the tennis courts that exist today.
That's all we have.

MR. DERNOGA: And have you attempted any
sharing of fields, any type of agreement with St.
Alban's?

MR. CARR: We have explored extensive
sharing relationships with St. Alban's. In fact,
they are proposed to use the indoor track, the
Voyager climbing wall, some of our weight rooms and
the crew training rooms, so it is meant to be a
joint facility.

MR. DERNOGA: So then if you --

MR. CARR: Can I just finish?
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CHAIRPERSON REID: Let him finish.

MR. DERNOGA: 1I'm sorry, I thought he
was.

MR. CARR: Paul also studied the entire
close in terms of the joint athletic needs of all
the schools and found that we and St. Alban's
together, despite sharing, have a permanent field
deficit together and that's why he recommended that
our tennis programs should be integrated to free up
some surface area. So in fact, it was his analysis
that suggested the value of open space as precious
and for that reason we've made the investment of
putting the building below grade.

MR. DERNOGA: Am I mistaken or do St.
Alban's and NCS combined have more fields than any
other school on that 1list?

MR. CARR: I think that's a
misperception.

MR. DERNOGA: Okay, I guess the question
is it's your study's list isn't that what it says?

MR. CARR: I would amend that study by
saying our fields are one and a half, and that as
Paul stated better than I, the program is driven by
this careful analysis and projection of how we can
best serve our mission over the next 50 years.

MR. DERNOGA: I understand that. I'm
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just trying to figure out if there's a way the Board
can look at changing the structure that meets your
programmatic needs, provides the sharing of
arrangement and satisfies the neighbors. Is that
possible?

MR. CARR: I don't think that it's
possible to change the program and address the
remaining concern about how much of the building is
expressed above grade because it's not program
that's driving that issue, as we've explained in
many other forums. It is, in fact, the site slope
that is affecting the amount of the walls that are
expressed above grade and which is why I referred to
that in my initial testimony. Certainly, we're
trying to address many different competing interests
on the perimeter as we make a final decision, but we
find that the parking garage code restriction to be
a kind of an iron clad limitation not to mention the
matter of safety with the students driving that 90
degree turn.

MR. DERNOGA: Thank you, Madam Chair, I
have no further questions.

MR. QUIN: Our last witness, rebuttal
witness is Mr. Slade and he's going to be very
brief, unless there's cross examination.

MR. SLADE: For the record, my name is
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Louis Slade and I'll make just a few points. First
of all with respect to parking demand I think
there's some clarification that's needed. As you
know, the school is not proposing to expand the
student body or faculty and staff. We looked at the
parking that was occurring on Woodley Road to see
how many students, faculty and staff were parking
there and found at all times in the morning when
people were arriving to park there was an abundance
of vacant spaces. So my point is that if the
addition of this parking was going to open more
capacity and therefore generate latent demand, that
would be happening today. So the parking facility
itself during the academic school day will simply
accommodate the parking that is spilling over from
the existing 85 spaces on the close and other
facilities, spilling over into the street and we'll
accommodate it in the facility.

Secondly, the next group of parkers
occurs in the afternoon when there's visiting of
school for athletic activities. 1It's the athletic
activity that generates the demand and as I stated
in my testimony there will be at least 70 spaces
available garage at Beauvoir and on South Drive.

The difference in the future will be

that those spaces will be marked for parking for the
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athletic center up on the Beauvoir Circle which they
are not now and signage will be installed to direct
people to park up there as well as people will be
instructed to park up there which is not occurring
today.

The third component of parking demand is
the outsiders' use of the facility and I think, if
anything, today, I hope you go away with the
understanding of the benefit of the agreement with
the community group that that agreement was informed
with to limit the utilization of these facilities to
outsiders to insure that the demand, the parking
demand they generate will always be accommodated by
abundant supply that's being provided and in fact,
users of the facility will be required to park in
the garage and on the close.

So from the standpoint of building this
facility and the parking that comes with it, it's
not going to create more demand as was implied in
some of the opposition testimony. It's going to
accommodate existing demand and allowed to be
consolidated out of the neighborhood and onto the
close.

Mr. Hurley, he made a few points and let
me just comment on them. We determined that the

impacts of the changes that I testified about would
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only occur at the unsignalized intersections along
Woodley that we analyzed, that the patterns would
not change significantly of traffic. They'd be the
same in the future as they are now with the
exception of the change in the Beauvoir Drive one
way pattern and those were the intersections that we
looked at.

Our position is we're not speaking to
the substantial deficiencies in the master plan
traffic analysis that was done by another firm
that's not here today, that really is, in our view,
not relevant to what we're trying to accomplish with
this application. We, I assure you, we took our
traffic counts when school was in session. I think
the dates of July were when we submitted our report,
documented our first report, but the counts were
done when school was in session.

Finally, I want to clarify the queuing
of Beauvoir School. I went over that very briefly.
Beauvoir will not change its operation. The length
of the gueue, the number of cars waiting in the
afternoon to pick up students will be the same. The
difference is that today the traffic queues up in a
single lane of Beauvoir Drive because it has to
allow for two-way operation and that single lane

extends on 35th Street somewhat up into the
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neighborhood. With the one way operation, the line
of cars waiting will be two lines instead of a
single line, so all those cars that now back up
outside of the close will be able to line up on the
existing driveway because we'll have two lines of
cars instead of just one. It will take the same
amount of time for everybody to pick up their child
and get out, but at least we'll accommodate it all
on site.

Thank you.

MR. QUIN: Any questions? That brings
us to my closing statement which is going to be very
brief.

In all of these cases where there's
controversy, ultimately breaks back down to facts
and facts that you all determine and that you hear
from the evidence, and of course, it is a
preponderance of the evidence in terms of granting
or denying the case.

I just want to summarize three areas.
First, the site that we're talking about here is
200,000 square feet in size. So when you're talking
about scale, you're talking about a very large 4.5
acre site. And that whole eastern portion remains
essentially the same as it is today with heavier

landscaping set back 228 feet from 34th Street. So
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when people are looking at that, they're going to
see virtually a closed area in the sense of
screening much less than they see today.

The wall that's called the east wall,
having been set back 228 feet on the other side of
the screening is only five feet higher than the
existing bleacher and area that separates the upper
field from the lower field today nd that was all
covered by Katherine.

The other point of the size is and this
goes to your measurement and special exception
cases, what are the uses that you compare it to in
an R-1 zone and those are height, 40 feet to 90 feet
for an institutional use, and even if you take out
20 percent of the site, 33 houses under the existing
zoning couldn't be developed. Of course, that's
just theoretical because the close is never going to
be converted. But that gives you the frame or the
scale at which this site is there and I would urge
you if you haven't seen the model to look at the
model very carefully because there you will see
graphically, maybe better than the video even is the
existing slope that goes down and the location of
the upper field is nestled into the slope about
midpoint and that's how the design takes place.

The next point and I think it's very
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important as a sister agency that you respect and
acknowledge what HPRB has done in terms of
considering the close and this height, size,
location and concept approval of design. 1It's true,
we're still working on two elements which Katherine
covered namely what is east wall going to look like
and also the fence. We're still working on that and
that will ultimately have to be approved by HPRB.

Finally, we believe that we meet not
only the provisions of Section 206, but we meet all
aspects that respect the close and the Olmstead Plan
and we also have a situation where the blending of a
green area is so much better than developing a site
above grade and the foundation saw that and the
school saw that and we had hoped that most of the
neighbors would see that, abut on it.

Unfortunately, in these cases, you
sometimes can never reach a full compromise which we
would love to do. I mean there's just logically if
the Cathedral, National Cathedral School could have
acceptance from all its neighbors, we wouldn't be
spending eight or nine hours a day and we wouldn't
have spent thousands of hours, so the point here is
you do the best you can with what you've got while
carrying out the provisions of the special

exception.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

A lot of revisions have been made. They
were on the poster that -- and the chart that
Katherine showed and it's in your file.

We will prepare a draft order and submit
it in appropriate time. We request that you approve
this application as recommended in the Office of
Planning Report with all the restrictions that we
have agreed to with the Cleveland Park Citizens
Association and the ANC. Now hopefully they'll get
closer in some way, but if not, we're okay too. We
will agree to both of those and be bound by them.
And I don't know if there's nay other question, but
our life would be a lot easier if everyone were in
support. But you have cases all the time where you
have to measure the facts and we believe that the
facts clearly demonstrate that the tests under
Section 206 have been met.

Thank you very much for this opportunity
to present our case.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Thank you very much.
Time-wise, Mr. Hart?

MR. HART: I have some dates here.
Submissions, the 24th of April. Responses, the 5th
of May. Findings of Fact, Conclusions, May 17th.
Decision of the Public Hearing on June 2nd.

MR. QUIN: Is there no way that this
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could be on the May agenda? Have you looked at the
schedule to see?

CHAIRPERSON REID: I think that --

MR. HART: Yes, the May agenda is full,
extremely full.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Is there some time
constraint?

MR. QUIN: The time constraint as we
earlier -- what we were trying originally, we wanted
to keep it in May so that we could try to time the
construction as soon as it gets approved with the
Beauvoir --

CHAIRPERSON REID: I'm sorry, I wasn't -

MR. QUIN: If that is possible, the ANC
does meet on the 26th so that they could file
something before your day. I'm not sure -- it's the
first Wednesday.

MR. HART: Wednesday, June --

CHAIRPERSON REID: Is that the --

MR. HART: First Wednesday in May, the

5th.
CHAIRPERSON REID: Now will that --
MR. DERNOGA: I'm not so sure I
understand the point. In our most recent

discussions with the Cathedral, it was expressed to
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us that there was not going to be a tremendous
opportunity to overlap the two construction projects
because of where the time stands right now.

This doesn't provide -- what was
expressed to us in one of those meetings, that there
was some overlap, but not a significant amount.

MR. QUIN: If that's clarified, we can
do that.

MR. DERNOGA: With a case of this
magnitude, we'd certainly like to have ample
opportunity to make the submissions and file the
responses. From our view, this case has zipped
along from the time people first found out about to
getting ready to go to construction and I don't want
to jump ahead too far, but it's very possible that
there could be some type of appeal in this case and
talking about going to construction at any point in
time might be a little presumptuous.

CHAIRPERSON REID: Well, what were
trying to determine was when we could make our
determination with regard to this case and that's
going to be predicated on submissions and time
lines. What I'm hearing, May 5th, is not going to
work. However, perhaps we can get a time before
June.

MR. HART: Okay, let's do this. We may
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be able to tighten this thing up. This is the 14th.
We can go with 10 days for responses.

MR. DERNOGA: For submissions?

MR. HART: For submissions, I'm sorry,
yes.

MR. QUIN: There's nothing outstanding
that I'm aware of other than the ANC and the CPCA.

MS. MILLER: We do not meet until April
26th so we couldn't submit anything until after that
meeting.

CHAIRPERSON REID: April 26th?

MS. MILLER: Yes.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, there's no
submission that's required and no responses that are
due other than your request which I fully agree
with, the ANC, and you could, if you met on the 19th
and the 26th, you could, of course, file that,
whatever it is, your report, prior to the 5th.

MS. MILLER: Oh yes, prior to the 5th is
fine.

MR. DERNOGA: We heard today that there
was some sort of new parking survey that we haven't
seen. There's also going to be a HPRB meeting next
week and I think we would like to address some of
the comments that were made today that we didn't

have the opportunity during the day.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: Parking survey?

MR. DERNOGA: Mr. Slade referenced that
he had done a recent parking survey. It wasn't
submitted. We're not certain exactly at this point
what that is.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I don't think that's
germane -- I don't think that's part of this
submission. He referenced it, perhaps, but it
wasn't a submission. I don't know what parking
survey he is referring to.

What was the other thing?

MR. DERNOGA: HPRB is going on
independent of this.

CHATRPERSON REID: Yes, we have a report
for the record, a report on file.

MR. DERNOGA: Apart from that we would
like to address in writing, at least briefly, at
least some of the points that were made that we
didn't get a chance to put on the record today.
There was a lot of witnesses and a lot of testimony.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, but still
given the fact that the Applicant is under a time
constraint, we'd like to get the response as soon as
possible.

MR. DERNOGA: Could we have the 10 days

for the submission and I guess we won't need to make
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a response since they won't really be submitting
anything.
CHATRPERSON REID: Not really.

MR. QUIN: No, we do not to submit any -

MR. DERNOGA: So we've eliminated the
response part, if we had the 10 days.

CHAIRPERSON REID: We'll leave the
record open for you to submit additional
information, if you like, just as long as we have
it. Is it 7 days prior to our meeting?

MR. HART: Yes, approximately 7 days.
Thursday through the Wednesday.

CHATRPERSON REID: Then we can make a
determination on our next regularly scheduled
meeting date which will be May 5th.

MR. DERNOGA: Do you want findings of
fact also?

CHAIRPERSON REID: Yes, both sides.

MR. DERNOGA: Originally, Mr. Hart said
May 17th. When would they be due now?

MR. HART: The target date at this point
we're looking at is the 5th. The 24th, I gave 10
days to give responses. So therefore, we -- the 5th
or the day before the 5th will be the date for the

findings of fact, which I had at May 17th.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

MR. PARSONS: Would not be the 27th?

CHAIRPERSON REID: The 27th?

MR. HART: Yes, that's right.

MR. GILREATH: Madam Chairman, the 27th,
the record would be open for the ANC for more
testimony and things?

CHAIRPERSON REID: No, we wouldn't --
our next scheduled meeting is May 10th and they
would have their submissions in by the 27th of April
and draft orders.

MR. GILREATH: And other than that our
deliberations, we will not be taking additional
spoken testimony --

CHATRPERSON REID: No more spoken
testimony.

MR. QUIN: And I am really not clear as
to what right Mr. Dergoga has to file any additional
response. If the Board wants to give him that
opportunity, I suppose that's okay, but has sort of
left the book open that he could file anything he
wants and I don't think that's right either. We had
a hearing here that's lasted from 9:30, 10 o'clock
in the morning until 7 at night and we're all
supposed to be prepared. We all had due notice of
it and we submitted our testimony and gave it our

best shot and I don't think that we ought to be
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hanging out there with an open book for filing
whatever you want to file at a date, the 27th,
unless there's something specifically that the Board
wishes to have.

MR. PARSONS: I agree with Mr. Quin. I
think that's all that should be permitted.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right, Mr.
Dergoga, what were you referring?

MR. DERNOGA: I think my clients
expressed to me that with the numerous -- the number
of witnessesg, large volume of witnesses and
testimony, we did not have the opportunity to
address all of that today because of the time
constraints, that if we had even a reasonable page
limitation that we would adhere to, seven or eight
pages --

CHATIRPERSON REID: But you had an
opportunity to cross examine.

MR. PARSONS: For about two hours, I
think.

MR. DERNOGA: I would point out that it
can be very difficult eliciting testimony or
information on cross examination which lengthens the
time of it and makes it nonproductive for everybody
and it would probably be from our viewpoint

concisely address those points --
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CHAIRPERSON REID: I think that, as you
said, we started early this morning and we've been
here all day and I think that we certainly have
gathered a voluminous amount of information in order
to make a decision. I think both sides have had
ample time to be able to present their case and to
dissect it and to proffer it in a lot of different
shapes.

MR. QUIN: He also has the right to file
his draft order which can take the shape --

CHAIRPERSON REID: The findings of fact
within the cause of that submission reflect some of
the things that you are referring to. In that way,
if there's anything that you submit, then the
applicant has to have the chance to respond to and
this can go on and on. If that's not necessary,
which I don't' think it is, because we certainly
have had a very exhaustive case today.

MR. GILREATH: Madam Chair, I'd like to
commend all of the groups for their professionals
and fairness with which you presented your
information and so forth. I feel that I have been
amply informed as to what the basic issues are and
whatever my decision may be that I can make on the
basis of the substantial factual information

presented today.
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CHAIRPERSON REID: I think so and I
think that the record will reflect the proceedings
here today when we refer back to them and I too
commend all sides on the effort that has been effort
to try to come to some resolution and to at least
get partially there and to proffer some resolutions
and some agreements and I too would have like to
have seen that we completely resolve it, but it's
not that kind of a party.

(Laughter.)

We will then have to make that decision
and we will take into account everything that has
been presented today as well as the submissions and
we'll look at the testimony and we'll then make our
decisions accordingly.

MR. QUIN: Madam Chairperson, one other
thing I forgot to mention is that we have agreed
earlier, if you recall, that we would get an
expedited copy of the transcript so that it would be
available in case Ms. King wanted to participate and
we will make that available to the Board and to all
parties. It will be filed with the Board.

CHAIRPERSON REID: All right.

MR. HART: Madam Chair, just for the
record, let's make sure we have the dates.

CHATRPERSON REID: Okay.
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MR. HART: Are we straight on the
submissions, the 24th.

CHAIRPERSON REID: 27th.

MR. HART: Okay.

CHAIRPERSON REID: April 27th.

MR. HART: Findings of fact, same date.
And the meeting on the 5th of May.

MS. MILLER: Madam Chairperson, can I
just clarify, is the ANC submission due prior to the
5th or is it due on the 27th

CHAIRPERSON REID: Six or seven days
before the 5th, is that the 27th? Or if, in fact,
that becomes problematic, then you can always ask
for a waiver for that. We understand the situation
that has been discussed earlier, so that will be
okay. You can ask for a waiver.

MR. QUIN: Thank you very much.

CHAIRPERSON REID: I just wanted to say
also I don't think that in this particular case that
we've actually labored through the day, I don't
think that there is that much distance between the
two sides.

From what we could hear, it just seems
that everyone basically wants to try to come to some
resolution and even an instance where the people who

will appear in opposition it would appear to me that
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they would be amenable to working out some type of
compromise.

So hopefully in the interim the door
will still be a little open to come to some kind of
conclusion.

Anything else?

Okay, that concludes today's hearing.

(Whereupon, at 7:16 p.m. the hearing was

concluded.)
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